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Course Description
 

 

This graduate reading seminar explores Russian political history from Peter the Great through the 1905 revolution.  Through some of the most important English-language books, we will examine such themes as the ideology(-ies) of Russian autocracy and its transformation over time; the role of monarchical personality in Russian politics; the repeated efforts at top-down political and administrative reform (and accompanying reaction); interest-group politics (especially among nobles and the professional bureaucracy); the Great Reform period and its impact; the structures of Russian government and administration; the relations between different levels of government, especially central and provincial governing structures; the role of nationalism and Russian Orthodoxy in tsarist politics; the political interactions between Russian state agents and Russian civic society; and the development of political thought outside state structures, oppositional political movements, and revolutionary bands.  Throughout, we will consider Russian political development within the context of European political changes broadly—something that Russians at the time were themselves very conscious to do—especially the fraught transition from monarchical rule to some form of participatory government.

 

            Knowledge of Russian and Eurasian history is obviously helpful, but not essential to take this course.  However, students who do not have a background in Russian history are strongly encouraged to read a survey history of Russia in order to familiarize themselves with Russian history and historiography (I am happy to make suggestions for good survey texts).

 

            This course is designed for graduate students only, particularly in history and Slavic studies.  Undergraduate students wishing to take the course must contact me at the beginning of the quarter to receive permission and must have taken my 537.01 course or equivalent.

 

In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.  

 

If you are in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations, please let me know at the beginning of the quarter so that we can work together.  Students with disabilities should be registered with the Office of Disability Services (292-3307).

 

Plagiarism, cheating, or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Plagiarism is theft.  Please see the web sites: http://cstw.osu.edu/ and http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm.  If you do not understand what plagiarism entails as it is described in this excerpt from the student handbook, you should see your DSL before beginning any of these assignments.  Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.

 

 

 

 

 

Required Readings:
 

Some of these books are available for purchase at SBX.  Others are out of print, and you will need to find copies through Ohiolink (there are generally more than enough of each book in the system for the needs of this class).  Order your copy early from Ohiolink and please try to avoid recalling books.  It is likely that if a copy is checked out, it has been checked out by one of the students in the class.  If you do run into difficulties obtaining copies of books, please let me know at least a week in advance and we can work out a solution, either by copying or sharing.

 

 

Marc Raeff, The well-ordered police state: social and institutional change through law in the Germanies and Russia, 1600-1800.  Yale University Press, 1983.  ISBN:  0300028695

 

Cynthia Hyla Whittaker, Russian monarchy: eighteenth-century rulers and writers in political dialogue.  Northern Illinois University Press, 2003.  ISBN:  0875803083.

 
Alexander Martin, Romantics, Reformers, Reactionaries:  Russian Conservative Thought and Politics in the Reign of Alexander I.  Northern Illinois University Press, 1997.  ISBN:  0875802265.

 

Nicholas Riasanovsky, Nicholas I and Official Nationality in Russia, 1825-1855.  University of California Press, 1959.  ISBN:  0520010655.

 

Richard Wortman, Scenarios of Power:  Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy.  vol. 2.  Princeton, 2000.  ISBN: 0691029474

 

Abbott Gleason, Young Russia:  The Genesis of Russian Radicalism in the 1860s.  University of Chicago Press, 1980.  ISBN: 0226299619.

 

Francis Wcislo, Reforming rural Russia: state, local society, and national politics, 1855-1914.  Princeton University Press, 1990.  ISBN: 0691055742.

 

Richard Robbins, The Tsar’s Viceroys:  Russian Provincial governors in the last years of the empire.  Cornell University Press, 1987.  ISBN:  0801420466.

 

Andrew Verner, The Crisis of Russian Autocracy: Nicholas II and the 1905 Revolution.  Princeton University Press, 1990.  ISBN: 0691047731.

 

 

 

 

 
Requirements

 

1. Reading all books and active, intelligent, and informed participation during class.  Please come to class prepared to discuss your ideas about the readings and to listen to your colleagues.  Attendance in class is mandatory and I expect everyone to contribute frequently to each discussion.

2. Either alone or in tandem with another student, students will lead class discussion at least once during the quarter.

3. Seven book reviews of the monographs for this class.  Reviews should be in the range of 1250 words, approximately 5 pages double-spaced.  These papers are due at the beginning of class on the day that the text is read.  No late papers will be accepted.

4. A book review should both summarize and critically analyze/appraise the author’s main arguments, use of evidence, historiographical and methodological approach, and conclusions.  It should also place the book into the larger context of other books read in this course and the broad questions we are examining in class.  Please feel free to look at other reviews of each book as you compose your own, and refer to them if you find their analysis helpful (with proper citations, of course). 

 
 
 
 
 
Topics and Reading Assignments
 
 
 
Week 1           January 5        Introduction
 
Introduction
 
 
 
Week 2           January 12
 
Marc Raeff, The well-ordered police state: social and institutional change through law in the Germanies and Russia, 1600-1800.  
 
 
 
Week 3           January 19
 
Cynthia Hyla Whittaker, Russian monarchy: eighteenth-century rulers and writers in political dialogue.   
 
 
 
Week 4           January 26
 

Alexander Martin, Romantics, Reformers, Reactionaries:  Russian Conservative Thought and Politics in the Reign of Alexander I.  

 

 

 

Week 5           February 2
 
Nicholas Riasanovsky, Nicholas I and Official Nationality in Russia, 1825-1855.
 
 
 
Week 6           February 9
 
Richard Wortman, Scenarios of Power:  Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy. Vol 2.

 
 
 
 
Week 7           February 16
 
Abbott Gleason, Young Russia:  The Genesis of Russian Radicalism in the 1860s.
 
 
 
Week 8           February 23
 
Francis Wcislo, Reforming rural Russia: state, local society, and national politics, 1855-1914.
 
 
 
Week 9           March 2
 

Richard Robbins, The Tsar’s Viceroys:  Russian Provincial governors in the last years of the empire.
 
 
 
Week 10         March 9
 
Andrew Verner, The Crisis of Russian Autocracy: Nicholas II and the 1905 Revolution.
