
Counterinsurgency Warfare
1899 to the Present
Winter Quarter, 2009
History 767
Tuesday, 5:30–7:18, Dulles 168
Instructor



Office Hours
Professor Peter Mansoor

Tuesday, 4:00-5:00 pm, Thursday, 2:00–3:00, and by
mansoor.1@osu.edu


appointment; 169 Dulles Hall, 247-6719
Important Dates
First Day of Class

Jan. 6




Last Day of Class

Mar. 10
Paper Due


Mar. 12, 2:00 pm, Dulles 169
Course Description

The 20th century witnessed the most destructive wars in human history, but high intensity conventional wars were the exception, rather than the rule, during this period.  Small wars, irregular warfare, insurgencies, and other violent conflicts dotted the historical landscape throughout the century.  The breakup of colonial empires after World War II, in particular, witnessed a number of revolutionary struggles that embroiled western powers in counterinsurgency warfare in Africa and Asia.  These wars in part shaped the world in which we live, and have likewise helped to define the political-military landscape in the 21st century.  As the United States, NATO, and other powers deal with counterinsurgency wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere today, the legacy of counterinsurgency wars fought in the last century weighs heavily on their strategic and operational choices.

This course will study the history of counterinsurgency warfare from 1899 to the present through the presentation of selected case studies from the Boer War to the Iraq War.  The focus will be on those conflicts involving western powers and how they dealt with counterinsurgency wars fought away from their homelands.  In addition to discussing the causes, courses, and consequences of various conflicts, the seminar will examine the various strategies used by combatants and their success or failure in practice.  One particular focus will be on the methods of controlling or protecting civilian populations, which have proven crucial to the outcome of modern counterinsurgency warfare.
Learning Goals and Objectives
1.  To acquire a perspective on the history of irregular warfare in the 20th century and to gain thereby an understanding of the factors that will continue to shape the world in the 21st century.

2.  To acquire knowledge about the nature of counterinsurgency warfare and to develop a foundation for comparative understanding of the wars in which the United States is engaged today.

3.  To exhibit an understanding of the political, economic, cultural, physical, and social differences that shaped warfare in the 20th century.

4.  To gain an understanding of the ethical dilemmas generated by irregular warfare.

5.  To think, speak, and write critically by examining diverse interpretations of counterinsurgency warfare since 1899 and to examine war in various parts of the world in its historical contexts.
Enrollment

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Required Reading
David Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare:  Theory and Practice (Praeger, 2006)

Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, eds., Counterinsurgency in Modern Warfare (Osprey, 2008)

Farwell Byron, The Great Anglo-Boer War (W.W. Norton, 1990)

Brian Linn, The U.S. Army and Counterinsurgency in the Philippine War, 1899-1902 (North Carolina, 2000)
Lester D. Langley, The Banana Wars (SR Books, 2002)
Caroline Elkins, Imperial Reckoning:  The Untold Story of Britain’s Gulag in Kenya (Owl Books, 2005)

Bernard Fall, Street Without Joy:  The French Debacle in Indochina (Stackpole, 2005)

Alistair Horne, A Savage War of Peace:  Algeria, 1954-1962 (Macmillan, 1977)

John Nagl, Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife:  Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam (Chicago, 2005)
Bing West, The Strongest Tribe:  War, Politics, and the Endgame in Iraq (Random House, 2008)
Recommended Reading
Roger Trinquier, Modern Warfare: A French View of Counterinsurgency (Praeger, 1964)
Thomas Pakenham, The Boer War (Random House, 1979)
U.S. Marine Corps, Small Wars Manual (1940)

Bernard Fall, Hell in a Very Small Place (J. B. Lippincott, 1966)
Jean Larteguy, The Centurions (Dutton, 1962)
Andrew Krepenevich, The Army and Vietnam (Johns Hopkins, 1986)
Lewis Sorley, A Better War: The Unexamined Victories and Final Tragedy of America's Last Years in Vietnam (Harcourt, 1999)
Sergio Catignani, Israeli Counter-Insurgency and the Intifadas: Dilemmas of a Conventional Army (Routledge, 2008)
Peter Mansoor, Baghdad at Sunrise:  A Brigade Commander’s War in Iraq (Yale, 2008)

U.S. Army/USMC Field Manual 3-24, Counterinsurgency (2006)
Note:  All required books are available for purchase at SBX.
Assignments and Grading
Participation
  25%

Paper

  75%

Grading Scale
A
92.5–100

B-
80–82


D+
67.5–69.5

A-
90–92


C+
77.5–79.5

D
60–67

B+
87.5–89.5

C
72.5–77

E
59.5 and below
B
82.5–87

C-
70–72

Class Participation and Attendance

Attendance and active participation in class discussion is required for this course.  Each student will be responsible for leading the class discussion in one lesson during the quarter.  In preparation for this assignment, students are expected to read additional sources on the case study in question and prepare thoughtful questions to guide discussion.  All students are expected to read the material and come prepared to actively participate.
Paper Assignment

Students are required to submit a well-crafted paper of 20-25 pages on one of the topics below, due in my office (Dulles 169) not later than 3:00 pm on Thursday, March 12:

Option A)  Write an essay that compares and contrasts the various methods of waging counterinsurgency warfare used throughout the 20th and 21st centuries and their effectiveness in achieving the desired policy goals of the combatants.  Students are encouraged, but not required, to include examples not covered in the course texts.
Option B)  Write a research paper on a selected case study in counterinsurgency warfare from 1899 to the present not covered in class.  Sources must include a variety of primary and secondary sources.

Learning how to express one’s ideas clearly is an important goal of any liberal arts education. For this reason, paper grades will be based not only on content, but also on grammar and your correct use of formal writing style. Papers should be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font, and they should make proper use of footnotes or endnotes, a title page and a bibliography.  Please note that papers will drop one full grade for each day that they are late.

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
SYLLABUS

WEEK 1
Counterinsurgency Theory
Jan. 6
Reading:
David Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare:  Theory and Practice (Praeger, 2006)


Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, eds., Counterinsurgency in Modern 



Warfare (Osprey, 2008), 13-18



Field Manual 3-24, Counterinsurgency, Chapter 1; download a free copy at:



http://usacac.army.mil/cac/repository/materials/coin-fm3-24.pdf

WEEK 2
The Boer War
Jan. 13
Reading:
Farwell Byron, The Great Anglo-Boer War (W.W. Norton, 1990)


Read:  3-60, 312- 454; Skim:  60-312
WEEK 3
The Philippine Insurrection
Jan 20


Reading:
Brian Linn, The U.S. Army and Counterinsurgency in the Philippine War, 1899-


1902 (North Carolina, 2000)


Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, eds., Counterinsurgency in Modern 



Warfare (Osprey, 2008), 37-54
WEEK 4
Central America and the Caribbean
Jan. 27
Reading:
Lester D. Langley, The Banana Wars (SR Books, 2002)


Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, eds., Counterinsurgency in Modern 



Warfare (Osprey, 2008), 55-69
WEEK 5
The Mau Mau Uprising in Kenya
Feb. 3
Reading:
Caroline Elkins, Imperial Reckoning:  The Untold Story of Britain’s Gulag in 


Kenya (Owl Books, 2005)
WEEK 6
The French in Indochina
Feb. 10
Reading:
Bernard Fall, Street Without Joy:  The French Debacle in Indochina (Stackpole, 


2005)


Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, eds., Counterinsurgency in Modern 



Warfare (Osprey, 2008), 91-100

WEEK 7
Algeria
Feb. 17
Reading:
Alistair Horne, A Savage War of Peace:  Algeria, 1954-1962 (Macmillan, 1977)


Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, eds., Counterinsurgency in Modern 



Warfare (Osprey, 2008), 100-112

Note:  Students are encouraged to attend Dr. Williamson Murray’s talk, “A Historian’s View of the Future,” at the Mershon Center on Wednesday, Feb. 18 from 3:30-5:00 pm.
WEEK 8
Malaya and Vietnam (the American Experience)
Feb. 24


Reading:
John Nagl, Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife:  Counterinsurgency Lessons from 


Malaya and Vietnam (Chicago, 2005)



Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, eds., Counterinsurgency in Modern 



Warfare (Osprey, 2008), 113-148

WEEK 9
The British in Palestine, Ireland, and Aden, and the Israeli Experience in the 
Mar. 3


Occupied Territories
Reading:
Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, eds., Counterinsurgency in Modern 



Warfare (Osprey, 2008), 19-36, 149-184, 203-219
WEEK 10
Iraq
Mar. 10


Reading:
Bing West, The Strongest Tribe:  War, Politics, and the Endgame in Iraq 



(Random House, 2008)



Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian, eds., Counterinsurgency in Modern 



Warfare (Osprey, 2008), 241-259
Papers Due on Thursday, March 12 not later than 3:00 pm in Dulles 169.

