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History 772:  Studies in Recent U.S. History, 1945 to the Present                       Summer 2007
Professor Susan Hartmann, 373 Dulles Hall





      292-1871

Office hours:  M 2-3:30, R 9:30-11 and by appointment      

            hartmann.1@osu.edu
   
This intensive reading course is designed to help students prepare for general examinations.  We will read recent studies in the period from the New Deal to the present, focusing on interpretations of domestic politics and policies as they intersect with econom​ic, social, demographic, and international developments.  Topics include: the changing role of the federal government; the domestic impact of the Cold War; the black freedom struggle, feminism, and other social movements; immigration and migration; shifting political alignments and the rise of conservatism; and changes in the American economy and society. We will also explore possible organizing themes or analytical frameworks for the post-World War II era.

In addition to understanding how historians and social scientists have approached and interpreted key developments, students should develop their abilities to analyze, compare, and critically evaluate historical studies and hone their discussion and writing skills.

Please note that all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services should contact me privately to arrange for accommodations to meet your needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Required Readings:
Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumers Republic: The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America (2003)
Jefferson Cowie, Capital Moves: RCAs 70-year Quest for Cheap Labor (2001) 
Maurice Isserman and Michael Kazin, America Divided: The Civil War of the 1960s (2000)

Alice Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in 20th Century America (2001)
Nancy MacLean, Freedom is Not Enough: the Opening of the American Workplace (2006)

Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right (2001)
Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America (2005)
Ellen Schrecker, Many Are the Crimes:  McCarthyism in America (1999)
One book chosen from the supplemental reading list

Book chapters and journal articles on eReserves accessible through Carmen 

Course Requirements:

1.  Informed and regular participation in class discussion based on the assigned readings and one book chosen by each student from the supplementary reading list.  Discussion may take place via Carmen as well as in class.  Each student will lead the discussion during two class meetings.  For one of those classes in which you lead the discussion, you should submit a paper described below; for the other you should turn in a discussion question and some brief comments indicating the directions in which the class conversations may lead.  (30 % of course grade).

2.  Two five-page papers in the form of review essays.  One should discuss one of the
books for which you are leading the discussion; the other should discuss the book you have chosen from the supplementary list in the context of the common reading for the day.  The papers should summarize and critically evaluate the author's arguments and evidence and compare treatments of the topic with other readings in the course.  These papers must be posted on Carmen by 5 p.m. two days before the class meeting at which the readings are discussed.  (30% of course grade).   
    3.  A historiographical essay focused on a topic that allows you to deal with at least six books that you have read in the course.  Students should select their topics in consultation with me by July 5, or they may write an essay addressing one of the general examination questions listed below.  The essay may draw on the two shorter papers, combining, revising and adding to them to produce a 10-15 page final paper. Due Thursday 19 July.  (40% of course grade).   
Schedule:
6/18     Introduction:   Themes and Frameworks for the Postwar Era

6/21     Politics in a Consumer Economy
Read:  Alan Brinkley, “Introduction: the Concept of New Deal Liberalism,” pp. 3-14 in The End of Reform 

Cohen, A Consumers’ Republic

6/25     The Politics of Anti-communism

              
Read: Schrecker, Many Are the Crimes 
6/28
Gender, Sexuality, and Citizenship 


Read:  Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity  


Margaret Cannady, “Building a Straight State: Sexuality and Social Citizenship under the 1944 G.I. Bill,” JAH  90:3 (December 2003)
7/2       The Black Freedom Struggle and the Transformation of Work

             
Read:  Maclean, Freedom is Not Enough



Introduction, pp. 1-6 in Judith Stein, Running Steel, Running America.
7/5     The Sixties

Read:  ‘The War on Poverty’ in chapter 16, “The Failure Syndrome,” pp. 243-52 in Richard M. Abrams, America Transformed, 1941-2001.

Isserman and Kazin, America Divided
7/9     The Rise and Impact of the Right

Read:  “Building A Top Down Coalition,” pp. 3-31 in Thomas B. Edsall, Chain Reaction

McGirr, Suburban Warriors
7/12    Working-class Culture, Politics, and the Migration of Jobs


   
Read:  Cowie, Capital Moves
7/16    Immigration, Nationalism and Citizenship



Read:  Ngai, Impossible Subjects
Michael B. Katz, et al, “The Mexican Immigration Debate: The View from History
,”  Social Science History 31:2 (Summer 2007)
7/19
Historiographical essays due
General Examination Questions for Post-World War II U.S. History

1.  U.S. politics in the past three decades have been characterized by attacks on the federal government, whose increase in size and functions has been a major theme of U.S. history since Reconstruction.  How do you explain support for the increasing role of the state up through the 1960s and the strong opposition that appeared in the 1970s and beyond?   

2.  To what extent has U.S. foreign policy shaped domestic politics and policies since World War II?  Discuss with reference to three or four examples of international engagements that had important ramifications on the home front.

3.  To what extent has women’s history and gender history influenced “mainstream” U.S. history?   How, if at all, has the study of women and/or gender analysis expanded our understanding of key developments such as the civil rights movement, McCarthyism, the decline of liberalism/rise of conservatism, and major public policies?
4.  Historians have suggested a number of frameworks for organizing the post World War II era in U.S. history, such as economic growth and technological innovation; political re-alignments; militarization; the rise and decline of social movements; and globalization.  Discuss a framework that you find most useful in conceptualizing this period.  What would be the key turning point(s) in such a structure?  What, if any, significant developments would lie outside your framework?
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Frameworks

Jonathan Bell, The Liberal State on Trial: The Cold War and American Politics in the Truman Years
(2004)

Brinkley, The End of Reform : New Deal Liberalism in Recession and War (1995)

Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumers' Republic: The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America 

(2003)
Robert M. Collins, More: The Politics of Economic Growth in Postwar America (2000)

Steve Fraser and Gary Gerstle, The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 1930-1980 (1989)

James T. Patterson, Grand Expectations:  The United States, 1945-1974 (1996)

Michael S. Sherry, In the Shadow of War: The United States Since the 1930s (1995)

The Economy and the Environment
Robert M. Collins, More: The Politics of Economic Growth in Postwar America (2000)

Bennett Harrison and Barry Bluestone, The Great U-Turn:  Corporate Restructuring and the Polarizing of America (1988)

Samuel P. Hays, A History of Environmental Politics since 1945 (2000)

Michael J. Lacey, ed., Government and Environmental Politics (1991)

Frank Levy, The New Dollars and Dreams: American Incomes and Economic Change (1999)

Allen J. Matusow, Nixon’s Economy: Booms, Busts, Dollars, and Votes (1998)

Bruce J. Schulman,  From Cotton Belt to Sunbelt: Federal Policy, Economic Develop​ment, and the Transformation of the South, 1938‑1980 (1984)

Judith Stein, Running Steel, Running America: Race, Economic Policy, and the Decline of Liberalism (1998) 
Culture and Society
Rosalyn Baxandall and Elizabeth Ewen, Picture Windows: How the Suburbs Happened (2000)

Paul Boyer, By the Dawn’s Early Light: Politics and American Culture at the Dawn of the Atomic Age (1985)

Robert Ellwood, The Fifties: Spiritual Marketplace (1997)

Kenneth T. Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States (1985)

John A. Jakle and Keith A. Sculle, Fast Food:  Roadside Restaurants in the Automobile
Age (1999)

Karal Ann Marling, As Seen on TV: The Visual Culture of Everyday Life in the 1950s (1994)
Elaine Tyler May, Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era (1988)

David M. Reimers, Other Immigrants: The Global Origins of the American People (2005)

Robert J. Samuelson, The Age of Entitlement: The Rise and Fall of the American Dream (1996)

Cecelia Tichi, The Electronic Hearth: Creating an American Television Culture (1991)
Robert Wuthnow, The Restructuring of American Religion: Society and Faith since World War II (1988)

Domestic Anti-Communism
Sigmund Diamond, Compromised Campus:  The Collaboration of Universities with the Intelligence Community, 1945-1955 (1992)

David K. Johnson, The Lavender Scare : the Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the  Federal Government (2004)
Roger Morris, Richard Milhous Nixon: The Rise of An Ameri​can Politician (1989)

David Oshinsky, A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe McCarthy (1983)

Richard Gid Powers, Secrecy and Power: The Life of J. Edgar Hoover (1987)

Ellen W. Schrecker, No Ivory Tower:  McCarthyism and the Universities (1986)

Ellen W. Schrecker, Many Are the Crimes:  MyCarthyism in America (1999)

Stephen J. Whitfield, The Culture of the Cold War (1991)

Michael J. Ybarra, Washington Gone Crazy: Senator Pay McCarran and the Great American Communist Hunt (2004)
Race, Ethnicity, and Civil Rights

Carol Anderson, Eyes Off the Prize: The United Nations and the African American Struggle for Human Rights, 1944-1955 (2003)

Thomas Borstelmann, The Cold War and the Color Line: American Race Relations in the Global Arena (2002)

Taylor Branch, Parting the Waters: America in the King Years, 1954-1963 (1988), 

Pillar of Fire, 1963-1965 (1998), At Canaan’s Edge, 1965-1968 (2006)
Clayborne Carson, In Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 1960s (1981)

Mary Dudziak, Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy (2000)

Juan Gomez-Quinones, Chicano Politics, Reality and Promise, 1940-1990 (1990)

Hugh Davis Graham, The Civil Rights Era:  Origins and De​velopment of National Policy, 1960-1972 (1990)

Dean J. Kotlowski, Nixon’s Civil Rights: Politics, Principle, and Policy (2001)
Bruce Nelson, Divided We Stand:  American Workers and the Struggle for Black Equality (2000)

Charles Payne, I’ve Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle (1996)

Paul Chaat Smith and Robert Allen Warrior, Like A Hurricane: The Indian Movement from Alcatraz to Wounded Knee (1996)
Thomas J. Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (1996)

Timothy Tyson, Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power (1999)

William Wei, The Asian American Movement (1993)

Social Welfare Politics and Policies
Gareth Davies, From Opportunity to Entitlement: The Transformation and Decline of Great Society Liberalism (1996)

Sanford M. Jacoby, Modern Manors: Welfare Capitalism Since the New Deal (1998)

Marshall Kaplan and Peggy L. Cuciti, The Great Society and Its Legacy (1986)

Michael B. Katz, The Undeserving Poor:  From the War on Poverty to the War on Welfare (1989)

Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White: An Untold History of Racial Inequality in Twentieth-Century America (2005)
Jennifer Klein, Business, Labor, and the Shaping of America's Public-Private Welfare State (2004)

Nicholas Lemann, The Promised Land:  The Great Black Migra​tion and How It Changed America (1991)

Allen J. Matusow, The Unravelling of America: A History of Liberalism in the 1960s (1984)

Suzanne Mettler,  Soldiers to Citizens: The GI Bill and the Making of the Greatest Generation (2005)
Jennifer Mittelstadt, From Welfare to Workfare: the Unintended Consequences of Liberal Reform, 1945-1965 (2005)
Jill Quadagno, The Color of Welfare: How Racism Undermined the War on Poverty (1994)
Irwin Unger, The Best of Intentions: The Triumph and Failure of the Great Society Under Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon (1996)

Guida West, The National Welfare Rights Movement: The So​cial Protest of Poor Women (1981)

William Julius Wilson, The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Underclass, and Public Policy (1987)

Protest Movements

Terry H. Anderson, The Movement and the Sixties (1995)

Wini Breines, "Whose New Left?" Journal of American History 75 (September 1988)

David Chalmers, And the Crooked Places Made Straight:  The Struggle for Social Change in the 1960s (1991)

Ken Heineman, Campus Wars: The Peace Movement at American State Universities in the Vietnam Era (1995)

Maurice Isserman, If I Had A Hammer:  The Death of the Old Left and the Birth of the New Left (1987)

Maurice Isserman and Michael Kazin, America Divided: The Civil War of the 1960s (2000)

Peter B. Levy, The New Left and Labor in the 1960s (1994)

Doug Rossinow, The Politics of Authenticity:  Liberalism, Christianity and the New Left in America (1998).

Richard K. Scotch, From Good Will to Civil Rights: Transforming Federal Disability Policy (2001)

The Politics of Gender and Sexuality

Dorothy Sue Cobble, The Other Women’s Movement: Workplace Justice and Social Rights in Modern America (2004)
John D'Emilio, Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities: The Making of a Homosexual Minority in the United States, 1940-1970 (1983)

John D’Emilio, William B. Turner, and Urvashi Vaid, eds., Creating Change: Sexuality, Public Policy, and Civil Rights (2000)
Sara Evans, Tidal Wave: How Women Changed America at Century’s End (2003)
Cynthia Harrison, On Account of Sex: The Politics of Women's Issues, 1945-1968 (1988)

Susan M. Hartmann, The Other Feminists: Activists in the Liberal Establishment  (1998)

Daniel Horowitz, Betty Friedan and the Making of “The Feminine Mystique”: The American Left, the Cold War, and Modern Feminism (1998)

Alice Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in 20th Century America (2001)
Donald Mathews and Jane De Hart, Sex, Gender, and the Politics of ERA
Joanne Meyerowitz, Not June Cleaver:  Women and Gender in Postwar America, 1945-1960 (1994)

Benita Roth, Separate Roads to Feminism: Black, Chicana and Feminist Movements in America’s Second Wave (2004)
Movements on the Right
William C. Berman, America’s Right Turn: From Nixon to Clinton (1998)

Mary Brennan, Turning Right in the Sixties: The Conservative Capture of the GOP (1995)

Dan T. Carter, The Politics of Rage:  George Wallace, the Origins of the New Conserva​tism, and the Transformation of American Politics (1995)

Donald T. Critchlow, Phyllis Schlafly and Grassroots Conservatism: A Woman’s Crusade (2005)
Matthew Dallek, The Right Moment: Ronald Reagan’s First Victory and the Decisive Turning Point in American Politics (2000)
Thomas Byrne Edsall with Mary D. Edsall, Chain Reaction:  The Impact of Race, Rights, and Taxes on American Politics (1992)

Kari Frederickson, The Dixiecrat Revolt and the End of the Solid South, 1932-1968 (2001)

Godfrey Hodgson, The World Turned Right Side Up: A History of the Conservative Ascendancy in America (1996)
William Martin, With God on Our Side: The Rise of the Religious Right in America (1997)

Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right (2001)

Rick Perlstein, Before the Storm: Barry Goldwater and the Unmaking of the American Consensus (2001)
Presidents and Administrations
Alonzo L. Hamby, Man of the People:  A Life of Harry S. Truman (1995)

Chester Pach, Jr. and Elmo Richardson, The Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower (rev. ed. 1991)

Robert Dallek, An Unfinished Life: John F. Kennedy, 1917-1963 (2003).

Robert Dallek, Flawed Giant: Lyndon Johnson and His Times (1998)

Randall B. Woods, LBJ: Architect of American Ambition (2006)
Melvin Small, The Presidency of Richard Nixon (1999)

Robert Mason, Richard Nixon and the Quest for a New Majority (2004)
Burton Kaufman, The Presidency of James Earl Carter, Jr. (1993)

Erwin C. Hargrove, Jimmy Carter as President (1988)

Jules Tygiel, Ronald Reagan and the Triumph of American Conservatism (2004)
Herbert S. Parmet, George Bush: The Life of a Lone Star Yankee (1997)
Kenneth S. Baer, Reinventing Democrats:  The Politics of Liberalism from Reagan to Clinton (2000)

William C. Berman, From the Center to the Edge: The Politics and Policies of the Clinton Presidency (2001)
