History 772
 
U.S. 1917-1945
 
Autumn Quarter 2006
 
Wednesdays, 1:30-3:18
 
Kevin Boyle
Office: 144 Dulles Hall
Phone: 292-7101 (office); 238-0537 (home)
E-mail: boyle.145@osu.edu
Office hours: Wed 9:30-11:30 and by appointment
 
Course Description
History 772 is designed to introduce you to the literature in United States history in the period from the late nineteenth century to 1945. During the quarter, we will be focusing on questions of racial formation and racial/ethnic politics.  As a member of the seminar, you will participate as a practicing historian in exploring and debating the central historiographical issues. By so doing, you will practice two of the most important skills of the profession: how to engage in discussion of other scholars' works and how to critique other scholars' works in writing. 
 
Course Requirements
The course requirements reflect the two purposes of the course. You should come to each class having completed the week's reading assignment. You also should be prepared to contribute to class discussions. The profession functions best when historians engage in the free exchange of ideas. This is your chance to add to that exchange. 
 
You will also be required to prepare three critical review essays (approximately 8-9 double-spaced pages each) during the quarter, each to be based on one week's required reading. Your review will serve as the basis for that week's discussion and therefore must be distributed to each member of the class prior to that week's meeting. Your paper must be in the hands of your classmate (and my hands too) by 5:00 p.m. on the Monday before the reading is assigned. Unless your classmates have an objection, the paper may be sent as an attachment. Those objecting to receiving papers as attachments must say so at the first class meeting.
 
Your final grade will be determined as follows:
Class participation:        40 %
Essays:                         60 % (20 % each)
 
Course Readings
 
The course reading list is presented in the reading and discussion section, below. Weekly reading assignments vary, but in general you will be reading the equivalent of a book each week. All of the course readings are on reserve at the Main Library. It is possible to rely exclusively on the reserve room to complete the readings, but doing so will prove to be inconvenient. You therefore may wish to purchase the books. I’ve placed orders with the local bookstores, but you may find it easier – and cheaper – to look on Amazon.com. All the books are in paperback.
 
Eric Foner, Reconstruction, 1863-1877
Edward Ayers, The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction
Patricia Nelson Limerick, The Legacy of Conquest: The Unbroken Past of the American West
Matthew Frye Jacobson, Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race
Tera Hunter, To ‘Joy My Freedom: Black Women’s Lives and Labor After the Civil War
David Levering Lewis, W.E. B. DuBois: Biography of a Race, 1868-1919
James Grossman, Land of Hope: Chicago, Black Southerners and the Great Migration
Robert Orsi, The Madonna of 115th Street: Faith and Community in Italian Harlem, 1880-1950
Lizabeth Cohen, Making a New Deal: Industrial Workers in Chicago
George Sanchez,  Becoming Mexican American: Ethnicity, Culture and Identity in Chicano Los Angeles, 1900-1945
David Roediger, Working Toward Whiteness: How America’s Immigrants Became White
Patricia Sullivan, Days of Hope: Race and Democracy in the New Deal Era
 
 
A Little Bit of Help
 
I am assuming that you are familiar with events in the period. If you are not -- and that's ok -- you may find it helpful to consult textbooks. I have a substantial collection in my office if you wish to borrow one. The best textbook, in my opinion, is Mary Beth Norton, et al., A People and a Nation. For a very quick but solid narrative, you could look at George Tindall and David Shi, America: A Narrative History. Finally, you may find useful a recent collection of essays, Harvard Sitkoff, ed., Perspectives on Modern America: Making Sense of the Twentieth Century.
 
You must observe the conventions of academic writing. In particular, you must not claim another person’s words or ideas as your own. If you do so, you are guilty of plagiarism and your work will automatically be submitted to the university’s academic honesty board. When you quote another person’s words, you must provide a footnote or endnote, formatted to proper form. If you have any doubt about the proper form, please consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.
 
I urge you to pay attention to your writing style, to make your essays as clear, clean, and crisp as possible. We all need help on writing. A great starting place is the classic by William Strunk and E.B. White, The Elements of Style. (There is no better stylist than E.B. White. Just read Charlotte's Web.)
 
 
Weekly Reading and Discussion Schedule
 
September 20
Reading: Michael Omni and Howard Winant, Racial Formation in the United States From the 1960s to the 1980s, chapters one-four.
                 Eric Foner, Reconstruction
                 Edward Ayers, The Promise of the New South
 
September 27
Reading:  Matthew Frye Jacobson, Whiteness of a Different Color
 
October 4
Reading: Patricia Nelson Limerick, The Legacy of Conquest
 
October 11
Reading: Tera Hunter, To ‘Joy My Freedom
                 
            October 18
            Reading: David Levering Lewis, W.E. B. DuBois
 
October 25
Reading: James Grossman, Land of Hope
 
November 1
Reading: Herbert Gutman, Work, Culture and Society in Industrializing America, pages to be announced.
                 Robert Orsi, The Madonna of 115th Street
                                      
November 8
Reading: Elizabeth Cohen, Making a New Deal
 
November 15
Class cancelled
 
November 22
Reading: George Sanchez, Becoming Mexican American
 
November 29
Reading: David Roediger, Working Toward Whiteness
                 Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White, pp. 25-141
 
Finals Week
Reading: Jacqelyn Dowd Hall, “The Long Civil Rights Movement and the Political Uses of the Past,” Journal of American History 91 (March 2005), pp. 1233-1263.
                 Nelson Lichtenstein and Roger Korstad, “Opportunities Found and Lost: Labor, Radicals, and the Early Civil Rights Movement,” Journal of American History 75 (December 1988), pp. 786-811.
                  Patricia Sullivan, Days of Hope
