History 772:  Studies in Recent U.S. History, 1945 to the Present                       Winter 2005
 
Professor Susan Hartmann, 253 Dulles Hall                                                                         292-1871
Office hours:  M 1:30-3, Th 10-11:30 and by appointment                                   hartmann.1@osu.edu
 
 
In this intensive reading course, we will examine interpretations of domestic politics and policies as they intersect with econom​ic, social, demographic, and international developments.  Topics include: the changing role of the federal government; the domestic impact of the Cold War; the black freedom struggle, feminism, and other social movements; shifting political alignments; changes in the economy and society.  We will also explore possible organizing themes or analytical frameworks for the post-World War II era.
 
In addition to understanding how historians and social scientists have approached and interpreted key developments, students should develop their abilities to analyze, compare, and critically evaluate historical studies and hone their discussion and writing skills.
 
Please note that all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student
 
Students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me at the start of the quarter so that specific arrangements can be made. 
 
 
Required Readings:
 
Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumers Republic: The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America (2003)
Jefferson Cowie, Capital Moves: RCAs 70-year Quest for Cheap Labor (2001) 
John Dittmer, Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi (1995)
Sara Evans, Tidal Wave: How Women Changed America at Century’s End (2004)  
Godfrey Hodgson, More Equal Than Others: America from Nixon to the New Century
(2004) 
Maurice Isserman and Michael Kazin, America Divided: The Civil War of the 1960s (2000)
Ellen Schrecker, Many Are the Crimes:  McCarthyism in America (1999)
Judith Stein, Running Steel, Running America:  Race, Economic Policy, and the Decline of Liberalism (1998)
Book chapters on reserve in Main Library, article on JSTOR, and two books chosen from the supplemental reading list. 
Course e-list:   h772w05@lists.acs.ohio-state.edu  
 
 
Course Requirements:
 
1.  Informed and regular participation in class discussion based on the assigned readings and two books chosen by each student from the supplementary reading list.  Discussion may take place on the class e-list as well as in class.  Each student will lead the discussion during two class meetings.  For those classes, you should turn in a discussion question and some brief comments indicating the directions in which the class conversations may lead.  (30 % of course grade).
 
2. Two five-page papers, in the form of review essays, discussing your books chosen from
the supplementary list in the context of the class reading for the day.  The papers should summarize and critically evaluate the author's arguments and evidence and compare treatments of the topic with other readings in the course.  Essays on supplementary reading are due to the class e-list on the Friday before the class meeting.  (30% of course grade).   
 
    3.  A historiographical essay focused on a topic that allows you to deal with at least six books that you have read in the course.  Students should select their topics in consultation with me by February 21, or they may write an essay addressing one of the general examination questions listed below.  The essay may draw on the two shorter papers, combining, revising and adding to them to produce a 10-15 page final paper. (30% of course grade).   
 
Schedule:
 
1/3         Introduction:   Themes and Frameworks for the Postwar Era
 
1/10       Politics in a Post-World War II Consumer Economy
Read:  Alan Brinkley, The End of Reform: New Deal Liberalism in Recession and War, “Introduction: the Concept of New Deal Liberalism,” pp. 3-14. 
            Cohen, A Consumers’ Republic
 
1/17       No Class:  Martin Luther King Jr. Day
 
1/24       The Politics of Anti-communism
                        Read: Schrecker, Many Are the Crimes
 
1/31       The Black Freedom Struggle
                        Read:  Charles Payne, I’ve Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle, “Bibliographic Essay: The Social 
                                    Construction of History,” 413-41
                                   Dittmer, Local People
 
2/7         The Sixties
                         Read: Isserman and Kazin, America Divided
                                    Robert M. Collins, “The Economic Crisis of 1968 and the Waning of the 
                                    American Century,’” American Historical Review 101 (April 1966),  396-422.   Available on JSTOR.
 
2/14      The Politics of Gender
                        Read:  Susan Hartmann, The Other Feminists: Activists in the Liberal Establishment,
“Introduction, pp. 1-13.
           Evans, Tidal Wave 
 
2/21      The Rise and Impact of the Right
                        Read: Hodgson, More Equal than Others
 
 
2/28       Working-class Culture, Politics, and the Migration of Jobs
                        Read:  Cowie, Capital Moves
 
3/7         The Political Economy of De-Industrialization
                        Read: Stein, Running Steel, Running America 
 
3/14        Historiographical essays due
 
 
General Examination Questions for Post-World War II U.S. History
 
1.  U.S. politics in the past three decades have been characterized by attacks on the federal government, whose increase in size and functions has been a major theme of U.S. history since Reconstruction.  How do you explain support for the increasing role of the state up through the 1960s and the strong opposition that appeared in the 1970s and beyond?   
 
2.  To what extent has U.S. foreign policy shaped domestic politics and policies since World War II?  Discuss with reference to three or four examples of international engagements that had important ramifications on the home front.
 
3.  Historians of the 1960s and 1970s wave of feminism have argued that important policy changes for women preceded the rise of a mass movement and to some extent helped to stimulate it. To what extent was this so?  What have been the relationships between state action and grass roots mobilizing among other social movements such as labor, civil rights, and the New Right?
 
4.  Historians have suggested a number of frameworks for organizing the post World War II era in U.S. history, such as economic growth and technological innovation; political re-alignments; militarization; the rise and decline of social movements; and globalization.  Discuss a framework that you find most useful in conceptualizing this period.  What would be the key turning point(s) in such a structure?  What, if any, significant developments would lie outside your framework?
 
5.  Contemporary commentators have observed a trend of income polarization since the 1970s.  How have scholars explained the origins and persistence of inequality?  Why could such a development occur given the war on poverty and other Great Society programs?  What explanation(s) offer the best understanding of rising inequality?
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Frameworks
 
Alan Brinkley, The End of Reform : New Deal Liberalism in Recession and War (1995)
Robert M. Collins, More: The Politics of Economic Growth in Postwar America (2000)
Steve Fraser and Gary Gerstle, The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 19930-1980 (1989)
Nelson Lichtenstein, The Most Dangerous Man in Detroit: Walter Reuther and American Labor
James T. Patterson, Grand Expectations:  The United States, 1945-1974 (1996)
Michael S. Sherry, In the Shadow of War: The United States Since the 1930s (1995)
 
The Economy and the Environment
 
Michael A. Bernstein and David E. Adler, eds., Understanding American Economic Decline (1994)
Robert M. Collins, More: The Politics of Economic Growth in Postwar America (2000)
Bennett Harrison and Barry Bluestone, The Great U-Turn:  Corporate Restructuring and the Polarizing of America (1988)
Samuel P. Hays, A History of Environmental Politics since 1945 (2000)
Sanford M. Jacoby, Modern Manors: Welfare Capitalism Since the New Deal (1998)
Michael J. Lacey, ed., Government and Environmental Politics (1991)
Frank Levy, The New Dollars and Dreams: American Incomes and Economic Change (1999)
Allen J. Matusow, Nixon’s Economy: Booms, Busts, Dollars, and Votes (1998)
Martin V. Melosi, Coping With Abundance: Energy and Envi​ronment in Industrial America (1985)
Bruce J. Schulman,  From Cotton Belt to Sunbelt : Federal Policy, Economic Develop​ment, and the Transformation of the South, 1938‑1980 (1984)
David Vogel, Fluctuating Fortunes:  The Political Power of Business in America (1989)
 
Culture and Society
 
Rosalyn Baxandall and Elizabeth Ewen, Picture Windows: How the Suburbs Happened (2000)
Paul Boyer, By the Dawn’s Early Light: Politics and American Culture at the Dawn of the Atomic Age (1985) 
Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumers’ Replublic: The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America (2003) 
            Robert Ellwood, The Fifties: Spiritual Marketplace (1997)
Kenneth T. Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States (1985)
John A. Jakle and Keith A. Sculle, Fast Food:  Roadside Restaurants in the Automobile
Age (1999)
Karal Ann Marling, As Seen on TV: The Visual Culture of Everyday Life in the 1950s (1994)
Elaine Tyler May, Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era (1988)
David Reimers, Still the Golden Door:  The Third World Comes to America (2nd ed., 1992)
David M. Reimers, Unwelcome Strangers: American Identity and the Turn Against Immigration (1998)
Robert J. Samuelson, The Age of Entitlement: The Rise and Fall of the American Dream (1996)
Cecelia Tichi, The Electronic Hearth: Creating an American Television Culture (1991)
Robert Wuthnow, The Restructuring of American Religion: Society and Faith since World War II (1988)
 
 
 
 
Domestic Anti-Communism
 
David Caute, The Great Fear: The Anti-Communist Purge under Truman and Eisenhower (1978)
Sigmund Diamond, Compromised Campus:  The Collaboration of Universities with the Intelligence Community, 1945-1955 (1992)
Robert Griffith and Athan Theoharis, eds., The Specter: Original Essays on the Cold War and the Origins of McCarthyism (1974)
Roger Morris, Richard Milhous Nixon: The Rise of An Ameri​can Politician (1989)
David Oshinsky, A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe McCarthy (1983)
Richard Gid Powers, Secrecy and Power: The Life of J. Edgar Hoover (1987)
Ellen W. Schrecker, No Ivory Tower:  McCarthyism and the Universities (1986)
Ellen W. Schrecker, Many Are the Crimes:  MyCarthyism in America (1999)
Stephen J. Whitfield, The Culture of the Cold War (1991)
Michael J. Ybarra, Washington Gone Crazy: Senator Pay McCarran and the Great American Communist Hunt (2004)
 
Race, Ethnicity, and Civil Rights
 
Carol Anderson, Eyes Off the Prize: The United Nations and the African American Struggle for Human Rights, 1944-1955 (2003)
Thomas Borstelmann, The Cold War and the Color Line: American Race Relations in the Global Arena (2002)
Taylor Branch, Parting the Waters: America in the King Years, 1954-1963 (1988), and
Pillar of Fire, 1963-1965 (1998)
Clayborne Carson, In Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 1960s (1981)
Mary Dudziak, Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy (2000)
Adam Fairclough, To Redeem the Soul of America: The South​ern Christian Leadership Conference and Martin Luther King, Jr. (1987)
Juan Gomez-Quinones, Chicano Politics, Reality and Promise, 1940-1990 (1990)
Hugh Davis Graham, The Civil Rights Era:  Origins and De​velopment of National Policy, 1960-1972 (1990)
Dean J. Kotlowski, Nixon’s Civil Rights: Politics, Principle, and Policy (2001)
Steven F. Lawson, In Pursuit of Power: Southern Blacks and Electoral Politics, 1965-1982 (l985)
Bruce Nelson, Divided We Stand:  American Workers and the Struggle for Black Equality (2000)
Charles Payne, I’ve Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle (1996)
Paul Chaat Smith and Robert Allen Warrior, Like A Hurricane: The Indian Movement from Alcatraz to Wounded Knee (1996)
Rickie Solinger, Wake Up Little Susie:  Single Pregnancy and Race Before Roe v. Wade
Thomas J. Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (1996)
Timothy Tyson, Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power (1999)
William Wei, The Asian American Movement (1993)
 
The Great Society and the Politics of Poverty
 
Gareth Davies, From Opportunity to Entitlement: The Transformation and Decline of Great Society Liberalism (1996)
Marshall Kaplan and Peggy L. Cuciti, The Great Society and Its Legacy (1986)
Michael B. Katz, The Undeserving Poor:  From the War on Poverty to the War on Welfare (1989)
Nicholas Lemann, The Promised Land:  The Great Black Migra​tion and How It Changed America (1991)
Allen J. Matusow, The Unravelling of America: A History of Liberalism in the 1960s (1984)
Charles Murray, Losing Ground: American Social Policy, 1950-1980 (1984)
Jill Quadagno, The Color of Welfare: How Racism Undermined the War on Poverty (1994)
Irwin Unger, The Best of Intentions: The Triumph and Failure of the Great Society Under Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon (1996)
Guida West, The National Welfare Rights Movement: The So​cial Protest of Poor Women (1981)
William Julius Wilson, The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Underclass, and Public Policy (1987)
 
Protest Movements
 
Terry H. Anderson, The Movement and the Sixties (1995)
Wini Breines, "Whose New Left?" Journal of American History 75 (September 1988)
David Chalmers, And the Crooked Places Made Straight:  The Struggle for Social Change in the 1960s (1991)
Todd Gitlin, The Sixties: Years of Hope, Days of Rage (1988)
Ken Heineman, Campus Wars: The Peace Movement at American State Universities in the Vietnam Era (1995)
Maurice Isserman, If I Had A Hammer:  The Death of the Old Left and the Birth of the New Left (1987)
Maurice Isserman and Michael Kazin, America Divided: The Civil War of the 1960s (2000)
Peter B. Levy, The New Left and Labor in the 1960s (1994)
Doug Rossinow, The Politics of Authenticity:  Liberalism, Christianity and the New Left in America (1998).
Richard K. Scotch, From Good Will to Civil Rights: Transforming Federal Disability Policy (2001)
 
The Politics of Gender and Sexuality
 
Barry D. Adam, The Rise of A Gay and Lesbian Movement (1987)
Dorothy Sue Cobble, The Other Women’s Movement: Workplace Justice and Social Rights in Modern America (2004)
John D'Emilio, Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities: The Making of a Homosexual Minority in the United States, 1940-1970 (1983)
John D’Emilio, William B. Turner, and Urvashi Vaid, eds., Creating Change: Sexuality, Public Policy, and Civil Rights (2000)
Alice Echols, Daring to Be Bad:  Radical Feminism in Ameri​ca, 1967-1975 (1989)
Sara Evans, Personal Politics: The Roots of Women's Libera​tion in the Civil Rights Movement and the New Left (1979)
Sara Evans, Tidal Wave: How Women Changed America at Century’s End (2003)
Nancy F. Gabin, Feminism in the Labor Movement:  Women and the United Auto Workers, 1935-1975 (1990)
Cynthia Harrison, On Account of Sex: The Politics of Women's Issues, 1945-1968 (1988)
Susan M. Hartmann, From Margin to Mainstream:  American Women and Politics Since 1960 (1989)
Susan M. Hartmann, The Other Feminists: Activists in the Liberal Establishment  (1998)
Daniel Horowitz, Betty Friedan and the Making of “The Feminine Mystique”: The American Left, the Cold War, and Modern Feminism (1998)
Alice Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in 20th Century America (2001)
Donald Mathews and Jane De Hart, Sex, Gender, and the Politics of ERA
Joanne Meyerowitz, Not June Cleaver:  Women and Gender in Postwar America, 1945-1960 (1994)
Ruth Rosen, The World Split Open:  How the Modern Women’s Movement Changed America (2000)
Leila J. Rupp and Verta Taylor, Survival in the Doldrums:  The American Women's Rights Movement, 1945 to the 1960s (1987)
Winifred D. Wandersee, On the Move:  American Women in the 1970s (1988)
 
Movements on the Right
 
William C. Berman, America’s Right Turn: From Nixon to Clinton (1998)
Mary Brennan, Turning Right in the Sixties: The Conservative Capture of the GOP (1995)
Steve Bruce, The Rise and Fall of the New Christian Right: Conservative Protestant Politics in America, 1978-1988 (1989)
Dan T. Carter, The Politics of Rage:  George Wallace, the Origins of the New Conserva​tism, and the Transformation of American Politics (1995)
Matthew Dallek, The Right Moment: Ronald Reagan’s First Victory and the Decisive Turning Point in American Politics (2000)
Thomas Byrne Edsall with Mary D. Edsall, Chain Reaction:  The Impact of Race, Rights, and Taxes on American Politics (1992)
Joel Rogers and Thomas Ferguson, Right Turn: The Decline of the Democrats and the Future of American Politics (1986)
Kari Frederickson, The Dixiecrat Revolt and the End of the Solid South, 1932-1968 (2001)
Robert Alan Goldberg, Barry Goldwater (1995)
Godfrey Hodgson, The World Turned Right Side Up: A History of the Conservative Ascendancy in America (1996)
Rebecca E. Klatch, Women of the New Right (1987)
William Martin, With God on Our Side: The Rise of the Religious Right in America (1997)
Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right (2001)
Rick Perlstein, Before the Storm: Barry Goldwater and the Unmaking of the American Consensus (2001)
 
Presidents and Administrations
 
Alonzo L. Hamby, Man of the People:  A Life of Harry S. Truman (1995)
David McCullough, Truman (1992)
Stephen F. Ambrose, Eisenhower, the President (1984)
Chester Pach, Jr. and Elmo Richardson, The Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower (rev. ed. 1991)
Robert Dallek, Flawed Giant: Lyndon Johnson and His Times (1998)
Robert Dallek, An Unfinished Life: John F. Kennedy, 1917-1963 (2003).
Joan Hoff, Nixon Reconsidered (1994)
Melvin Small, The Presidency of Richard Nixon (1999)
Tom Wicker, One of Us:  Richard Nixon and the American Dream (1991)
Burton Kaufman, The Presidency of James Earl Carter, Jr. (1993)
Erwin C. Hargrove, Jimmy Carter as President (1988)
Lou Cannon, President Reagan:  Role of a Lifetime (1991)
Michael Schaller, Reckoning with Reagan:  American and Its Presi​dent in the 1980s (1992)
Jules Tygiel, Ronald Reagan and the Triumph of American Conservatism (2004)
Herbert S. Parmet, George Bush: The Life of a Lone Star Yankee (1997)
John Robert Greene, The Presidency of George Bush (2000)
Kenneth S. Baer, Reinventing Democrats:  The Politics of Liberalism from Reagan to Clinton (2000)
William C. Berman, From the Center to the Edge: The Politics and Policies of the Clinton Presidency (2001)
