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	History 785
Studies in Early American History, 1763-1877
Required texts:
Richard Franklin Bensel, YANKEE LEVIATHAN 
Gregory Evans Dowd, A SPIRITED RESISTANCE 
Stanley Elkins and Eric McKitrick, THE AGE OF FEDERALISM 
John Mack Faragher, DANIEL BOONE 
Sylvia R. Frey, WATER FROM THE ROCK 
J. David Greenstone, THE LINCOLN PERSUASION 
Judith A. McGaw, MOST WONDERFUL MACHINE 
Robert Whaples and Dianne C. Betts, HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE AMERICAN ECONOMY 
Robert H. Wiebe, SELF RULE 
Recommended texts:
David Hackett Fischer, HISTORIANS' FALLACIES (1970) 
Hans Kellner, LANGUAGE AND HISTORICAL REPRESENTATION: GETTING THE STORY CROOKED (1989) 
Peter Novick, THAT NOBLE DREAM: THE 'OBJECTIVITY QUESTION' AND THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL PROFESSION (1988) 
Hayden White, THE CONTENT OF THE FORM: NARRATIVE DISCOURSE AND HISTORICAL REPRESENTATION (1987) 
Hayden White, METAHISTORY (1973) 
Hayden White, TROPICS OF DISCOURSE: ESSAYS IN CULTURAL CRITICISM (1978) 
Gene Wise, AMERICAN HISTORICAL EXPLANATIONS (2nd ed., revised, 1980) 
Gene Wise, "Paradigm Dramas in American Studies: A Cultural and Institutional History of the Movement," AMERICAN QUARTERLY, 31 (1979), 293-337. 
David Hackett Fisher, ALBION'S SEED (1989) 
Oscar and Lilian Handlin, LIBERTY IN AMERICA (1986- ) 
Unlike most graduate courses in American history, our course will not focus on the history of a particular period, but on rival approaches to and interpretations of the general course of early American history. Our goal is to learn to read historical interpretations critically, to understand the historical circumstances in which they appear and gain prominence, and to consider why one interpretation succeeds another. We will spend the first weeks of the course discussing critical theory and the history of interpretations of American history, rather than the history of early America. Next, we will use our knowledge of criticism and historiography to examine recent attempts to articulate a new "grand theory" of American history: Wiebe's SELF RULE and Greenstone's LINCOLN PERSUASION. In the final weeks, we will turn to seven recent monographs and readers. We will consider whether we are indeed on the verge of another interpretive shift and explore the possibility of a democratic re-interpretation of American history.
Part I: Criticism
100- and 200-level criticism: interpreting documents and understanding culture.
"Criticism"
"Culture and Its Components"
"Declaring Independence," in James Davidson and Mark Lytle, AFTER THE FACT: THE ART OF HISTORICAL DETECTION (3rd ed., 1992), 47-69.
500- and 600-level criticism: definition, theory, evidence, and the history of history.
Robert F. Berkhofer, Jr., "Demystifying Historical Authority: Critical Textual Analysis in the Classroom," PERSPECTIVES (February, 1988), 13-16.
"Jackson's Frontier--and Turner's," Davidson and Lytle, AFTER THE FACT, 85-114.
700-level criticism: historiography, objectivity, narrativity, and paradigm-shifts
"Deconstruction"
William H. McNeill, "Mythhistory, or Truth, Myth, History, and Historians," AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW, 91 (1986), 1-10.
William Cronon, "A Place for Stories: Nature, History, and Narrative," JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY, 78 (1992), 1347-1376.
Harold Mah, "Suppressing the Text: The Metaphysics of Ethnographic History in Darnton's Great Cat Massacre," HISTORY WORKSHOP JOURNAL, 31 (1991), 1-20.
NOTE: the Cronon and Mah articles are on reserve in the Hockett Library (Department of History), 164 Dulles Hall. They're in a cardboard box marked "Roth 785."
Part II: Grand Theories of American History
Reading: The Republican Interpretation of History
"Republicanism"
"Democracy"
Robert Shalhope, "Toward a Republican Synthesis: The Emergence of an Understanding of Republicanism in American Historiography," WILLIAM AND MARY QUARTERLY, 3rd ser., 29 (1972), 49-80.
Robert Shalhope, "Republicanism and Early American History," WILLIAM AND MARY QUARTERLY, 3rd ser., 39 (1982), 334-356.
Daniel T. Rodgers, "Republicanism: the Career of a Concept," Journal of American History, 79 (1992), 11-38.
Richard Booth Fowler, THE DANCE WITH COMMUNITY: THE CONTEMPORARY DEBATE IN AMERICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT (1991), 63-79.
NOTE: the Shalhope and Fowler articles are on reserve in the Hockett Library (Department of History), 164 Dulles Hall. They're in a cardboard box marked "Roth 785."
Reading: Recent Grand Theories of American History
Wiebe, SELF RULE
Greenstone, THE LINCOLN PERSUASION
Recommended: Progressive, Counter-Progressive, and Republican Grand Theories
Richard Hofstader, THE PROGRESSIVE HISTORIANS: TURNER, BEARD, PARRINGTON (1968)
David W. Noble, THE END OF AMERICAN HISTORY: DEMOCRACY, CAPITALISM, AND THE METAPHOR OF TWO-WORLDS IN ANGLO-AMERICAN HISTORICAL WRITING, 1880-1980 (1985)
Recommended: the Debate over the Need for Synthesis in American History
Thomas Bender, "Wholes and Parts: The Need for Synthesis in American History," JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY, 73 (1986), 120-136
"A Round Table: Synthesis in American History," JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY, 74 (1987), 107-130
"A Round Table: Labor, Historical Pessimism, and Hegemony," JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY, 75 (1988), 115-161.
Part III: Recent Monographs and Readers in American History
Faragher, DANIEL BOONE
Dowd, SPIRITED RESISTANCE
Frey, WATER FROM THE ROCK
McGaw, MOST WONDERFUL MACHINE
Bensel, YANKEE LEVIATHAN
Whaples and Betts, HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE AMERICAN ECONOMY
Papers
The course requires two papers (7-10 pp. each). The first will criticize the work of Wiebe or Greenstone using strategies outlined by Berkhofer, Cronon, Mah, or other critics of historical discourse. The second will focus on a particular theme in the work of an author or pair of authors we discuss (e.g., Dowd and Frey on the politics of multiculturalism; McGaw and Bensel on the role of institutions in a democratic society). 
Criticism: Recommended Reading
Clifford, James and George E. Marcus, eds., WRITING CULTURE: THE POETICS AND POLITICS OF ETHNOGRAPHY (1986)
de Man, Paul, ALLEGORIES OF READING (1979)
------------, BLINDNESS AND INSIGHT (2nd ed., 1983)
------------, THE RESISTANCE TO THEORY (1986)
Derrida, Jacques, "The Principle of Reason: The University in the Eyes of its Pupils," DIACRITICS, 13 (1983)
J. Peter Euben, THE TRAGEDY OF POLITICAL THEORY: THE ROAD NOT TAKEN (1990)
Foucault, Michel, DISCIPLINE AND PUNISH (1975)
----------------, POWER/KNOWLEDGE: SELECTED INTERVIEWS AND OTHER WRITINGS, 1972-1977 (1980)
Geertz, Clifford, WORKS AND LIVES: THE ANTHROPOLOGIST AS AUTHOR (1988)
Lentricchia, Frank, CRITICISM AND SOCIAL JUSTICE (1983)
Merod, Jim, THE POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CRITIC (1987)
Norris, Christopher, DERRIDA (1987)
-------------------, PAUL DE MAN (1988)
Said, Edward, THE WORLD, THE TEXT, AND THE CRITIC (1983)
Williams, Raymond, CULTURE AND SOCIETY, 1780-1950 (1958)
-----------------, KEYWORDS, rev. ed. (1983)


