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Research Seminar in Military and Naval History 1450-1750
Aim: This class forms part of a two-quarter sequence. By the end of Winter Quarter each member will have completed either a "working paper" or the first draft of a seminar paper on an approved aspect of military or naval history in any area of the world between 1450 and 1750. During Spring Quarter those who wish may refine and develop these drafts into an article suitable for publication, into a dissertation proposal, or into a dissertation chapter. In addition the class will study historical methods and electronic data-gathering techniques.
Requirements:
1. Preparing a paper of 20-30 pages, incorporating primary sources. 
2. Attendance at and participation in all classes; meeting all class deadlines; executing all assignments on time. 
3. Critiquing the assignments of at least one other class member. 
Schedule:
January 5 Distribution of preliminary reading and discussion of writing
techniques, possible topics, and potential hazards
January 12 Individual conferences to determine seminar topics
January 19 NO CLASS [Martin Luther King Day]
January 26 Assignment: Braudel, Mediterranean, 13-22 and 355-94;
Ginzburg, Clues, 96-125. Presentation in class
of paper proposals.
February 2 Assignment: Braudel, Mediterranean, 276-95;
Ginzburg, Clues, 156-64. Discussion of library
resources
February 9 Assignment: Braudel, Mediterranean, 1088-1106
February 16 NO CLASS [Presidents' Day]
February 23 Presentation and discussion in class of synopses
March 2 Presentation of main theme of papers to class; discussion
of research tools
March 9 Individual conferences
March 13 Submit first drafts of papers
March 16 Discussion in class of first drafts of papers

Synopses are due no later than February 23.
First drafts are due no later than Friday March 13.
Readings: 
F. Braudel, The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean world in the age of Philip II (2 vols., New York, 1972-3) 
C. Ginzburg, Clues, myths and the historical method (Baltimore, 1992) 
Style: Papers must be prepared according to the Chicago Manual of Style, 14th edition. For useful advice on effective writing, consult W. Strunk and E. B. White, The elements of style.
Note: Even though the seminar runs for two quarters, it would be wise to choose and begin researching your topic before the start of Winter Quarter. I would be happy to discuss your ideas with you: contact me at <parker.277@osu.edu> 


