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The West and the World since 1550
 
Description.  In the 16th century, Europe was still peripheral to much of the world.  By the beginning of the 20th century, however, Euro-American flags and interests dominated much of the globe.  The world today is the product of this transformation.  In this course we will study one aspect of the creation of the modern world through the many European revolutions and counter-revolutions—intellectual, commercial, industrial, nationalist, consumerist, and feminist –  that helped to bring it into being.  The first half of the course is devoted to European expansion prior to 1800, the second half to European domination and its consequences in the 19th and 20th centuries.  Our goal is to think critically about the world in which we live and to write imaginatively about how we can best understand its past. 
      Our work begins with close reading of the assigned texts, which include a general textbook and several primary sources.  Classes themselves will consist of lectures with some discussion. 
Lectures are designed to supplement, not replace, the required reading.  Exams will draw on class lectures, required reading, and discussion.  Additional assignments will allow you to work on more narrowly focused topics. There will be pop quizzes periodically.
 
Reading. The following books are required.  All books are available both from the bookstore and on reserve in the library.  
 
Brian Levack et al, The West:  Encounters and Transformations
Réné Descartes, The Discourse on Method and Meditations
Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of Women
Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
Primo Levi, Survival at Auschwitz
 
In addition, you are encouraged to regularly scan the online news media and to incorporate your reading into our discussions and your written work.  Google provides the best news digest (news.google.com).  The following media sites are recommended: New York Times (www.nyt.com); Guardian (www.guardian.co.uk); Economist (www.economist.com); Open Democracy (www.opendemocracy.net); and Project Syndicate (www.project-syndicate.org).

 
Requirements.  You must attend all class meetings, come to class prepared, and hand in written work on time.  If you have to be absent from class for any reason, please inform me in advance.  I’m very happy to discuss any aspect of the course with you, and my office hours are listed above.  I can also be reached by e-mail, and feel free to schedule an appointment outside of my office hours.
 
In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be oficially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No request to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.  If you have a disability that may require special accommodation during class or assignments, please inform me within the first two weeks of class.
 
Class participation, including in-class quizzes, will count for roughly 20% of the final grade.  There will be an in-class mid-term exam at the beginning of of week  5 (20%), 1 short paper (20%), and a final exam (40%). All Assignments and grading policies are described in more detail below.  
Assignments.  The assignments are various and are designed to improve your ability to write and speak clearly and effectively.  Historical analysis in general requires the ability to demonstrate an understanding of why something happened and to explain its significance, to make comparisons and connections between different peoples, regions, periods, and events, and to use analytical categories to show change over time.  The following assignments are required to complete the course:       
1)  Class participation and Quizzes (20%): 
      10%: For every lecture, you are expected to come to class having already read the assigned chapter in our main textbook, Levack et al., The West:  Encounters and Transformations and accompanying documents. Each chapter contains several short documents, maps and images to which you should pay particular attention.  Some documents for discussion will be handed out (HO) in class and are not in your textbook.   For some classes there will also be an additional primary source assigned, which must also be read by the day indicated. Everyone should participate in class discussions centering on these documents and lectures, and I will not hesitate to call upon students.  So come prepared!   
      5%:  There will also be seven unannounced in-class quizzes over the course of the term as part of your participation grade.  These quizzes may be on the lecture you have just heard, on a particular reading assignment due that day, or on a previous week’s readings.  There will be no make-up quizzes, but only the best five will count. 
      5%:  For some discussions we will break into smaller groups of five.  Over the course of the term, each group of five will “stage” for the class one of the “trials in history” included in bold in the class schedule. 
2) Mid-term and Final:
      20%:  The mid-term will be on Tuesday, Feb. 1 and will cover all the material from the first four weeks of the course.  It will consist of a map exercise, I.D.s, short answer essays and a longer essay as well. There will be some choice for all the questions on the mid-term.
      40%:  The final will take place on Tuesday March 15, 9:30 am to 11:18 am.  It will be the same format as the mid-term.  The map exercise and I.D.s will cover the second half of the course, but the essays will be cumulative.
3)  Paper
      
      20%: There is one short paper(4-5 pages) required for the course.  You need to come up with an original argument, and illustrate it with quotations from the reading you are analyzing.  Keep your citations short, and if they are more than three sentences, they should be indented and single spaced.  If you are using an edition of the reading different from the ones ordered for the class, you must cite the edition you are using in a bibliography.   All quotations must be cited in the body of your paper by giving the title and page number (p. ) from the cited texts. 
 
Paper topic  no. 1:  Mary Wollstonecraft’s Vindication of the Rights of Women and the Declaration of the Rights of Man.
 
    The assignment is to write a four- or five-page double-spaced essay on one of the  two following questions. I am looking for a clear thesis and a well-developed argument, supported by direct quotations from the primary sources you have read.  You should find your evidence in several different parts of the readings.  You may draw upon the material presented in the introductions of your edition of Wollstonecraft, but make sure you cite any ideas drawn from these introductions. Due in class on Thursday, Jan. 27.
 
A. Mary Wollstonecraft embodies the quest for human freedom that was characteristic of Enlightenment Europe and that inspired the Declaration of the Rights of Man. Which ideal(s) of human freedom from the Declaration do you see her fighting for in her writings, and what arguments does she use to promote her cause?  Does she argue for other freedoms not included in the Declaration?
 
B. Mary Wollstonecraft applied the revolutionary critique of the monarchy and inequality contained in the Declaration of the Rights of Man to the family.  She showed how husbands had despotic power over their wives, and how society (not nature) trained women to be dependent creatures.  According to Wollstonecraft, what were the negative consequences of this state of affairs for women and men alike?  What would her ideal society look like and how does it compare with that articulated in the Declaration?                         
 
Paper Topic no. 2:  Karl Marx’s Communist Manifesto and Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness
          The assignment is to write a four- or five-page essay on one of the following questions. I am looking for a clear thesis and a well-developed argument, supported by direct quotations from the primary sources you have read.  You should find your evidence in several different parts of the readings.  You may draw upon the material presented in the introductions of your edition of Wollstonecraft, but make sure you cite any ideas drawn from these introductions. Due in class on Tuesday, Feb. 22.
 
A. Capitalism and Imperialism were inherently violent enterprises.  Compare and contrast the critique of violence in The Communist Manifesto and Heart of Darkness. 
 
B. Is the exploitation of Africans described by Conrad related to that which oppressed workers in Europe under capitalism, according to Marx?  What, if anything, was different about what happened in the Congo compared to what took place in industrializing Britain?
 
C.     Compare and contrast Conrad’s and Marx’s approaches to their respective subjects (capitalism and imperialism).  Each is angry at what he perceives to be deep injustices in European society, but how do they choose to analyze these problems and what solutions does each offer?  Are their any similarities to be drawn between these apparently very different works?
 
Grading Policies. 
 
Grades will be computed on the following standard scale:
 
A+  97.5% and above   B+  87.5% and above   C+  77.5% and above   D+  67.5% and above
A    92.5% and above   B     82.5% and above   C    72.5% and above   D   60% and above
A-   90%  and above     B-   80% and above      C-    70% and above     E    below 60%
 
A signifies exceptional work, B superior, C satisfactory, and D passing but unsatisfactory.  All grading is progressive, meaning that the goal is improvement over the semester, culminating in an outstanding final exam. Extensions will only be granted if they are requested 24 hours in advance.  Late papers turned in without an extension will be marked down a letter grade for every day after the due date.
 
      Good writing relies on argument, evidence, and what William Strunk Jr. called the “elements of style.”  An A paper is distinguished by an original, compelling argument; a judicious use of well-digested evidence; and an effortless command of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  A B paper is marked by an argument that is well-crafted, but predictable; evidence that is appropriately placed but inadequately exploited; and serviceable but not seductive prose.  A C paper is characterized by a loose or regurgitated argument; mechanical citation and support; and awkward paragraph structure, repetitive constructions, lapses into colloquialism, and overuse of the passive, adverbs, and the exclamatory voice.  A D paper is marred by assertions rather than argument; the misreading or misuse of evidence; and simple grammatical and spelling mistakes.  An E paper lacks an argument; shows no familiarity with relevant evidence; and has consistent problems with basic sentence construction.
 
      Participation involves preparing for class, listening to your colleagues, and contributing to the discussion in process.  It does not mean showing off, monopolizing the conversation, or asserting your prejudices.  An A means that you have read the material carefully and that you are ready to summarize its argument, ask questions, and offer a critique; that you are attentive to the ongoing discussion and your colleagues’ contributions; and that your own contributions build on the discussion by making links, asking questions, or revealing aspects that have not been previously apparent.  A B means that you have read the material and are an attentive, active participant in the discussion, but that your contributions remain within the boundaries set by the materials, your colleagues, or common sense.  A C means that you have read the material, but that your contributions are occasional and out-of-focus.  A D means that you have only skimmed through the material, and that your contributions are either minimal or off-point and distracting.  An E means that you show no familiarity with the material, that you make no effort to contribute to the discussion, or that you continuously disrupt the work of the class as a whole.
 
      Late papers and Make-up exams:   Students must take the mid-term and final exams at the scheduled times.  Students will be allowed to take a make-up exam only for urgent reasons.  The students should, if possible, contact me at least one day in advance, and present written proof of the reason for their absence (for example, an official statement from the Medical Center).  Without an official excuse, students will be permitted to take a make-up exam at my discretion.
Extensions for the paper are granted to those students presenting valid and verifiable excuses, preferably at least one day before the due date of the assignment.  Papers that are received late without just cause or without a previously approved extension will be graded down by a full letter per day late.
 
      Plagiarism, cheating, and or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Plagiarism is theft.  Please read the attached definition of plagiarism (Appendix B from University Survey:  A Guidebook and Readings for New Students).  And see the websites http://cstw.osu.edu/ and http://cstw/osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm.  If you do not understand what plagiarism entails as it is described in this excerpt from the student handbook, you should see me before beginning any of the assignments.  Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.
 
      
 
Schedule
 
Week 1. Introduction 
 
1/4 Course Themes and Requirements
      Read:  Levack et al., pp. 3-8 and 457-484.
 
1/6 The Age of Absolutism
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 15
      Discussion:  Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, p. 500
                          A German Writer Describes… p. 506
                           A Leveller Attacks… p. 515
 
Week 2.  The New Science
 
1/11 Cogito Ergo Sum
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 16
      Discussion:  Copernicus Proposes, p. 529
                          The Trial of Gallileo, pp. 544-545.
                                
1/13 Mercantilism and War, 1648-1763
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 19, pp. 621-635
      Discussion:  Réné Descartes, The Discourse on Method (pp. 1-55)
                          The principles of mercantalism (HO)
                          
Week 3.  Extracting Wealth
 
1/18  Sugar, Slaves and Science
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 19, pp. 635-651
      Discussion:  A Former Slave… p. 638 
                           Equiano (HO)
                           The Trial of the Mutineers on the Bounty, pp. 626-627
                                    
1/20  The Enlightenment and Women 
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 17
Discussion:  Montesquieu Satirizes European Women, p. 570 
                            The Salon:  Bringing Men and Women Together, p. 576
                            Rousseau, Emile (HO)          
            
Week 4.  Worlds Transformed
 
1/25 The French Revolution, 1789-1794
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 18, pp. 585-598
      Discussion:  The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, p. 589
                         Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Women (pp. to be announced)
         

1/27  Imperialism Rekindled:  Napoleon, Europe and the World

         Read:  Levack et al., chap. 18, pp. 598-618 
         Discussion:   The Trial of Louis XVI, pp. 596-597
                              The French People Accept Napoleon, p. 606
                               Bonaparte’s Policy in Egypt (HO)
                               The French Encounter with Egyptians, p. 611
                  
Paper Option # 1 Due in Class
 
Week 5.    Reordering the World
 
2/1 Midterm
 
2/3  The Industrial Revolution and the World
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 20 
      Discussion:  Adam Smith, The Other Revolution of 1776 (HO) 
                           Adam Smith Describes…, p. 661
                           Thomas Malthus Writes…, p. 671
                           
 
Week 6.  An Unsettled World
 
2/8 Hard Times and Radical Visions
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 21, pp. 685-708
      Discussion:  Engels, The Employment of Women, p. 676
                          Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto
 
2/10 The Springtime of the People
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 21, pp. 708-717
      Discussion:  The Carlsbad Decrees  p. 704
                          The Sadler Committee on Child Labor, pp. 674-675
Prostitution, Corporal Punishment and Liberalism in Germany, pp. 706-707
 
 
Week 7.  Nations and Empires
 
2/15 The Crisis of Liberalism
      Read:  Levack et al. chap. 22
      Discussion:  The Socialist Culture, p. 739
                          Eduouard Drumont, La France Juive (HO)
                          Trial in History: The Dreyfus Affair, pp. 734-735
 
2/17  New Imperialisms
        Read:  Levack et al., chap. 23
         Discussion: Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man, p. 758 
                            Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
 
Week 8.   Visions of the Modern
 
2/22 World War I
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 24
      Discussion:  War as a Unifying Force, p. 796
                          Expectations vs. Reality, p. 798
                          Shellshock, pp. 812-813
                          The Nontrial of Nicholas and Alexandra, pp. 816-817
 
Paper Option # 2 Due in Class
 
2/24 Mass Politics and the Cult of the Leader
        Read:  Levack et al., chap. 25
        Discussion:  Ernst Huber, Cult of the Dynamic Leader (HO) 
                             The Cult of the Leader, p. 840
                            The Trial of Adolf Hitler, pp. 836-837
 
 
Week 9.  Europe’s Killing Fields   
 
3/1 The Ordeal of Total War 
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 26
      Discussion:  Living under the Bombs, p.879
                        
3/3 Genocide and The Bomb:  The Legacy of Mass Killing
      Read:  Levack et al., chap. 27
      Discussion:  Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
                           The Jager Report, p. 903
 
 
Week 10.  The Three-World Order
 
3/8  Postwar Woes:  The Cold War and Retreat from Empire
      Read:  Levack et al., pp. 931-942, 946-963           
      Discussion:  Frantz Fanon, Rejecting the West, p. 940
                          The Age of Affluence, p.949
                          Rock and Revolution, 961
 
3/10 After Empire and the Cold War: the Postcolonial World    
      Read:   Levack et al., chap. 29
      Discussion:  Young, British and White, p.968
                           A Global Youth Culture? p. 984
                                    
      Evaluations 
