History 111                   Professor David Cressy                 Autumn 2006

Call no. 10992-A                                                         Stillman Hall 100.

 

Lectures Tuesdays and Thursdays 10.30-11.48  plus M/W discussion sections

 

Western Civilization from Ancient Times to the mid-seventeenth century
 

Required books: 

Noble, Strauss, Osheim, etc., Western Civilization: The Continuing Experiment, 

Vol. I: to 1715. (2006 edition. ISBN 0-618-56191-9)

 

Kishlansky, Sources of the West: Readings in Western Civilization, 

Vol. I:  to 1715. (2006 edition. ISBN 0-321-24341-2)

 

Beginnings
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapters 1 and 2

Sources, # 1-8

Sept 21            Introduction. The elements of western civilization.

 

Sept 26            Ancient worlds, ancient cultures; precursors and ancestors 

The lost world of the Megaliths and the north European Bronze age.

Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, and Egyptian Africa.

Ancient technologies and ancient religions.

 

Greece
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapters 2, 3 and 4

Sources, # 9-16

Sept 28            Ancient Greece. The Minoan and Homeric worlds. Classical Athens.

The culture of the Polis; the theory and language of politics.

Oligarchy, Democracy and ostracism.

                        Herodotus, Thuycidides, and Greek wars.

 

Oct 3               Religion, Philosophy, Science 

Alexander’s empire. The Hellenistic world.

                        

Rome
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapters 5 and 6

Sources, # 17-24

Oct 5               Roman expansion. Republic and Empire. The Roman world.

                        Roman society, technology, and culture.

                        coins, laws, armies, towns, roads, villas. The Pax Romana.

            

Oct 10             Roman religions. Material and spiritual bases of life.

Jews and Phoenicians. Mithraism, cults, and mystery religions.  

Paul of Tarsus and the beginnings of Christianity.

 

Europe emerges
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapter 7

Sources, # 25-31

Oct 12             The “fall” of Rome and the post-Roman world. 

Movements of peoples: Huns, Visigoths, Ostrogoths, Vandals, Franks. Constantinople and the division of the empire.

Diocletian, Justinian and the new Rome

Barbarians, and the kingdoms of the west. 

 

Oct 17             The rise of Christianity. 

Manicheans, mystics, missionaries, and millenialists. 

Heresies, creeds, monks, and popes.

                        Dioceses and bishops. Councils of Nicea and Chalcedon.

Rule of St. Benedict. St. Jerome’s Bible.

Irish Christianity. The Book of Kells. The Synod of Whitby

 

Oct 19             Mid term exam
 

Early medieval kingdoms
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapter 8

Sources, # 32-39

Oct 24             War lords, kingdoms, and the frontiers of Christendom.

Charlemagne and the Franks. Alfred and the Anglo- Saxons. 

                        Mohammed and the expansion of Islam.

 

Oct 26             Norman conquest of England. The Bayeux tapestry.

The Viking Atlantic – (global warming?)

Feudal monarchies, aristocracies and courts. 

 

Christian Europe 
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapters 9, 10 and 11

Sources, # 40-50

Oct 31             Social  distinctions – those who fight/work/pray. 

Europe triumphant. Castles, towns and trade.

Cathedrals and churches. Romanesque to Gothic style.

Pilgrimages and Crusades. 

Shrines and relics. Jerusalem and Canterbury 

                        Monks and friars – new religious orders

Heresies and heresy-hunters. 

Cathars and Lollards. Dominicans and inquisitors

 

Nov 2              Medieval Renaissance? The recovery of Aristotle (Greek texts via Arabs)

Universities. Scholars and students at Paris, Oxford, Bologna. 

The Black Death. Troubles. Schism. Revolts.War.

 
 
Renaissance 
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapter 12

Sources, # 51-56 (plus: Mirandola, Oration on the Dignity of Man)

Nov 7              Renaissance Europe. The recovery of antiquity.

Humanism, art and society.

Whose renaissance? Women and commoners

                        Florence and Italy. Architecture, sculpture and painting.

 

Nov 9             Printing and the civilization of books. Literacy and illiteracy.

                        Erasmus and the northern Renaissance.

                        

Reformation
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapters 14 and 15

Sources, # 63-66

Nov 14                        Reformation crisis. Religious renewal and religious conflict. 

Luther, Calvin, Anabaptists. Radicals, iconoclasts and puritans.

 

Nov 16                        Catholic renewal. Loyola and the Jesuits.

                        Europe’s wars of religion. 

                        Whose reformation? Varieties of popular beliefs. Witches and demons.

                        

            New Science
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapter 17

Sources, # 67-74 (plus: Galileo, Two Chief World Systems)

Nov 21                        Europe’s new world. New technologies. New cosmography. 

                        Copernicus and Galileo. Lunar fancies.

                        Scientific revolution?

 

Thanksgiving break

 

                        New Worlds
Noble, Strauss, etc., chapters 13 and 16

Sources, # 57-62

Nov 28                        Europe’s wider world. Navigation, discovery, trade and migration.

                        Passages to Japan and the spice islands. Atlantic and Pacific voyages.

                        Columbus, Magellan, Drake

            Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, French, and English possessions. 

“western civilization” goes global;

The Columbian exchange: commodities, peoples, diseases

Term papers due
 

Nov 30                        The facts of life. Social and demographic history.

Fertility, nuptuality and mortality (birth, marriage and death).

                        Review: themes and legacies 

 

Exam week                  Final exam  
 
Grading:         Attendance at and participation in discussion sections 25%

                        Mid-term exam (end of week 5) 20%

                        Term paper (due Nov 28) 25%

                        Final exam (exam period) 30%

Objectives: Students should develop skills and competences –  1. To master the basic factual knowledge of the major issues, events, and personalities of this period of the western past.  2. To be able to think critically about historical issues and about the ways in which historians have interpreted them. 3. To apply critical thinking through informed analysis of historical texts and problems. 4. To improve clarity of expression in discussion and in writing.

Enrollment: All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student. 
Attendance:  You are required to attend all lectures and sections and be responsible for the material covered in them.  Please come to class on time, please pay attention, please turn off cell-phones, and please do not leave before the class is dismissed.

 

Accommodation: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Statement on Academic Misconduct:  All work turned in for this course must be your own.  Any form of academic misconduct, such as plagiarism or cheating on exams, will be dealt with through the procedures established by the Committee on Academic Misconduct. All students should read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, which defines academic misconduct as “any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subverts the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession and/or use of unauthorized materials during an examination. Ignorance of the rules is never an excuse.  Instructors are obliged to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct. (See COAM’s web site: oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp, and on plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm).

 
