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HISTORY 111N: WESTERN CIVILIZATION I (FROM ANTIQUITY TO THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY)

*IMPORTANT NOTE: EVERYTHING ON THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE SMALL SECTION LEADER’S DISCRETION.

Winter Quarter, 2009 (Monday, January 5, 2009-Monday, March 16, 2009)

5:30-7:18, MW
AP 0388
Small Section Leader: Matthew D. Zarzeczny, FINS

Office: Room 322 (phone number: 2-2216) in Dulles Hall

Office Hours: by appointment

Email: zarzeczny.3@osu.edu
Course content and discussion board available at http://telr.osu.edu/carmen/
Course Description:  This course surveys the Ancient Civilizations (Near East, Greece, Rome), the Barbarian Invasions, Medieval Civilizations (Byzantium, Islam, Europe), the Renaissance, and the Reformation. A central text focuses on the course and each instructor supplements the text with several other readings. This course, in conjunction with HIS 112, furnishes one of the sequence requirements for the LAR and GEC. It is not open to students with credit for 100.01.
GEC learning goals:

1.  Students display knowledge and understanding of human history.

2.  Students compare contemporary social values with those of other communities in time and space.

3.  Students place current problems as issues in their larger historical context.

Required and Recommended/Optional Reading (All of the assigned books are available for purchase at the Student Book Exchange at 1806 North High Street, and they may also be available at other area bookstores or libraries.):
Required text for weekly reading assignments:

Exploring the European Past: Texts and Images for Matthew Zarzeczny (History 111N, 
Autumn 2008)
The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second 

Edition by R. Po-chia Hsia, Lynn Hunt, Thomas R. Martin, Barbara H. Rosenwein, and 

Bonnie G. Smith (New York: Beford/St. Martin’s, 2007).  ISBN 0-312-43945-8.
General:

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
University regulations prohibit academic misconduct, which includes plagiarism and cheating.  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term
academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed;
illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with
examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the
committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student
Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Scheduling and Administration:

You are expected to attend class and will be responsible for all material covered in class.  Attendance will be taken daily.  You are expected to complete the day’s reading by class time.

If you anticipate missing a quiz or examination for reasons beyond your control, you must notify me before the scheduled class period.  If you cannot contact me, contact the History Department office at 292-2674 before the scheduled class period.

If you cannot take an examination at the scheduled time due to an emergency, notify me as soon as possible after the emergency is over to provide documentation of the emergency and discuss making up the assignment.
Grading:

1) Your grade will be based on 100 percentage points, allocated as follows:


Midterm Exam 


= 25%


Major Assignment


= 25%

Class Attendance and Participation 
= 25%
Final Exam 



= 25%
2) Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.
3) I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.

4) Here are the grade breakdowns:
A: 92.6 and above; 
A-: 89.6-92.5; 
B+: 87.6-89.5; 
B: 82.6-87.5; 
B-: 79.6-82.5; 
C+: 77.6-79.5; 
C: 72.6-77.5;

C-: 69.6-72.5; 
D+: 67.6-69.5; 
D: 62-67.5; 
E: below 62
Essays and Examinations:
One take-home essay, a book review, and the final examination will be designed as much to test your ability to organize, analyze and explain what you know as to find out what you do not know.  The final examination will consist of a combination of identification and essay questions.
The purpose of the take-home essay assignment is to develop your skills in thinking critically about historical issues.  Accordingly, you will write a four to six page essay answering a specific question.  Further guidance will be distributed in class.  Essays will be graded on (1) content, accuracy and aptness of analysis and (2) quality and accuracy of prose, grammar and style.  Late papers will be penalized by five points per day, weekends included.

I will warn you in advance, do not try to appeal your grade with the infamous “Hey man, this isn’t English class” defense.  Historians HATE hearing that.  History is a literary art; you are learning how to communicate and explain events in the past.  If your writing is incomprehensible, you have failed in that task.  I understand that spelling names like “Ashurbanipal” is tough on an in-class exam; however, if your take-home essays are marred by bad grammar and style, these problems will hurt your grade.  If you need help or advice on your writing, there is also a writing workshop on campus.
Schedule:

I. History 111N: Western Civilization from Antiquity to the Seventeenth Century

a. Introduction

i. Monday, January 5, 2009 (Week 1)

1. “Preface,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, v-xiii
2.  “Exploring the European Past: Texts and Images,” Exploring the European Past, i-XII

ii. Wednesday January 7, 2009 (Week 1)

1. Show Christmas Presentation DVD in class

b. Ancient History

i. Monday, January 12, 2009 (Week 2)
1. “Foundations of Western Civilization: To 500 B.C.E.,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 2-49.

2. “1. Ancient Women Powerful and Powerless?” Exploring the European Past, 1-30

3. “2. Ancient Slavery: Death Sentence or Life Opportunity?” Exploring the European Past, 31-58

ii. Wednesday, January 14, 2009 (Week 2)

1. “The Greek Golden Age: c. 500-400 B.C.E.,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 50-89.

2. “3. How Free Were the Athenians? Athenian Democracy and Society in the Classical Period,” Exploring the European Past, 59-81

iii. Monday, January 19, 2009 (Week 3)

1. Martin Luther King Day - no classes, offices closed

iv. Wednesday, January 21, 2009 (Week 3)

1. “From the Classical to the Hellenistic World: c. 400-30 B.C.E.,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 90-127.
v. Monday, January 26, 2009 (Week 4)

1. “4. Alexander the Great: Hero, Humanitarian, or Maniac?” Exploring the European Past, 83-111

2. In-class film: Alexander Revisited: The Final Cut (disc 1)

vi. Wednesday, January 28, 2009 (Week 4): 

1. In-class film: Alexander Revisited: The Final Cut (disc 2)

vii. Monday, February 2, 2009 (Week 5)

1. “The Rise of Rome: c. 753-44 B.C.E.,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 128-169.

viii. Wednesday, February 4, 2009 (Week 5)

1. “The Roman Empire: c. 44 B.C.E.-284 C.E.,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 170-211.

2. “5. The Emperor Augustus: Beneficent Monarch or Tyrant?” Exploring the European Past, 113-147

ix. Monday, February 9, 2009 (Week 6)

1. “The Transformation of the Roman Empire: c. 284-600 C.E.,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 212-257.

2. “6. The Fall of the Roman Empire: Catastrophe or Continuity?” Exploring the European Past, 149-173

3. “The Heirs of the Roman Empire: 600-750,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 259-293.

4. Ancient Essay Due on Monday, February 9, 2009
c. Medieval History

i. Wednesday, February 11, 2009 (Week 6)

1. “Unity and Diversity in Three Societies: 750-1050,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 294-337.

ii. Monday, February 16, 2009 (Week 7)

1. “Renewal and Reform: 1050-1200,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 338-383.

iii. Wednesday, February 18, 2009 (Week 7)

1. In-class film: Kingdom of Heaven 4-Disc Director’s Cut (disc 1)

iv. Monday, February 23, 2009 (Week 8)

1. In-class film: Kingdom of Heaven 4-Disc Director’s Cut (disc 2)

v. Wednesday, February 25, 2009 (Week 8)

1. February holidays group project presentation

vi. Monday, March 2, 2009 (Week 9)

1. “An Age of Confidence: 1200-1340,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 384-423.

2. Book Review Due on Monday, March 2, 2009
d. Early Modern European History

i. Wednesday, March 4, 2009 (Week 9)

1. “Crisis and Renaissance: 1340-1500,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 424-471.

ii. Monday, March 9, 2009 (Week 10)

1. “Struggles over Beliefs: 1500-1648,” The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740, Second Edition, 472-521.
iii. Wednesday, March 11, 2009 (Week 10)

1. Review for final exam

2. Class photograph

3. Course evaluation

iv. Monday, March 16, 2009 (Finals Week)

Final Exam from 5:30 PM to 7:18 PM in AP 0388
