HISTORY 111D
Western Civilization from Antiquity to the Seventeenth Century
The Ohio State University


Autumn Quarter 2004

_______________________________________________

Please note that this syllabus is an overview of the course, provided at the beginning of the quarter.  It is correct as of that date, but there certainly will be changes and corrections, and various online assignments are not listed here.  Each week the Weekly Overviews will provide you with the up-to-date assignments.  Please check these each week and do not think that this syllabus gives you all the assignments.

 

Professor:  Professor Timothy E. Gregory, 365 Dulles Hall, telephone 292-1949 (office), but I will not be available very often in my office this quarter.  Instead, I will be available nearly 24-hours a day online, and the best way to reach me is through the e-mail and discussion built into the course.  In an emergency, you can contact me at my regular e-mail: gregory.4@osu.edu, although it is generally much more efficient to reach me through the course.

 

Teaching Associates:  

 

Office Hours: all office hours for the course will be online.  
Class Format:  The class will be conducted entirely online: there will be no class meetings and all material, exams, and assignments will be done online.  We assume that you will get the basic chronological information (what happened, when) from your previous experience (high school?), from the textbook (Spielvogel), and from the Chronology of Western Civilization (online).  The major focus of the course, however, is the examination and discussion of a series of historical issues and problems.  This will be done by extensive discussion each week and various group projects, based partly on the readings in the book, Exploring the European Past (ETEP).  These readings (ETEP) are probably the most important part of the course, and they will figure significantly in the exams  and other assignments. 

 

Required Texts:
Jackson J. Spielvogel, Western Civilization, Fifth Edition, Volume I (Belmont, CA, Wadsworth/Thomson Learning: 2003) ISBN 0-534-600007-7  [Spielvogel]  (Note that you can use any recent edition of Spielvogel and I’ve tried to provide page numbers for these.)

 

Exploring the European Past (Thomson Learning: 2004) [ETEP] ISBN 0759338981.  Please note that you must get the edition of the book for this section of History 111, with this ISBN!! Other editions will probably not have the proper readings.  The reasons for this is there are various versions of ETEP for other sections of this course and you must be sure to get the one for History 111D with Gregory as the instructor.  Note that all the books are called by their short titles in the assignments below.

Spielvogel and ETEP are available only at SBX. You can order them online at sbx@sbx-osu.com. 
Website:

The class website is in WebCT, which is a little difficult to use until you get used to it.  Unless you are fully familiar with WebCT you must take the Orientation associated with the course.  Make sure you become familiar with WebCT and all its tools.  All the assignments in the course will be "handed in" through WebCT and it is your responsibility to do this correctly and on time.  Not understanding WebCT will not be an excuse for turning in assignments late.  

 

Course Description:
This course is an introduction to History, and, as such, its primary goal is to show how the historian works and how he or she derives conclusions about the past from available historical documents and other sources.  It is therefore most importantly an introduction to historical method and thinking.

In terms of subject matter, the course covers the history of the western world, from the beginnings of civilization around 3000 B.C. until the seventeenth century after Christ.  It will investigate the earliest civilizations of the Near East, Greece, Rome, the Middle Ages, the Reformation, and the Renaissance, and it will discuss such phenomena as the rise of the state, the emergence of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, the fall of the Roman Empire, the revival of antiquity in the Renaissance, and the division of Christendom at the time of the Reformation. Throughout the course, we will focus our attention especially on the "common man/woman," in an attempt to understand how people really thought and lived in the past.  The course will also investigate many of the great achievements of western civilization and offer suggestions as to how the world came to be the way it is now, in the twentieth century, since many of our institutions and ideas were developed during the period covered by the course.

 

Course Objectives:  Students will be expected --


1. to gain basic factual knowledge of the political, social, economic, and cultural history of ancient, medieval, and early modern western civilization;


2. to develop or improve skills in analyzing historical data and in drawing informed conclusions about those data;


3. to develop the critical skills necessary to assess arguments based on historical fact or analogy;


4. to cultivate in essay examinations, papers, and discussions the clear, persuasive written and oral style that are the marks of an educated person.             

 

GEC Requirements:
The course can be used to fulfill the following GEC requirements: the Arts & Humanities Historical Survey requirement, as well as Arts & Humanities B. Global Issues.
 

CLASS SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Note that the assignments in the Spielvogel book are given in the Fifth Edition, but you may use any edition you like and equivalent  pages are given for the 3rd and 4th editions. 
Note also that your assignment in ETEP involves reading the Primary Sources and Secondary Sources in the book, but also reading the Visual Sources on the Internet.  You do this at http://etep.thomsonlearning.com/  (login ID: etep, password: TOSU; these are case-sensitive; they could also change during the quarter, in which case you will be notified).  It is your responsibility to go to this site and use the Visual Sources for your essays (see below) and class discussion.  Note that a few of the ETEP modules do not yet have Visual Sources on the website; simply ignore the Visual Sources in these cases.
The assignments are given for each week.  You should try to do the reading as soon as possible in the week.

Week of 
Jan. 5RISE OF CIVILIZATION IN THE WEST

Spielvogel, pp. 1-29 (3rd ed. 3-35; 4th ed 1-3)






Introduction to the Study of History, Chapters I-III (class website)

ETEP, Introduction



January12EARLY EMPIRES

                        
Spielvogel, pp. 30-49 (3rd ed. 38-68, 4th ed. 32-58)

ETEP, Monotheism (remember to access the Visual Sources at http://etep.thomsonlearning.com/)

 

January 19

THE RISE OF GREECE


    

Spielvogel, pp. 50-63 (3rd ed. 68-84; 4th ed. 58-74)

 



January26THE GOLDEN AGE OF GREECE 




Introduction to the Study of History, IV-V




Spielvogel, pp. 64-102 (3rd ed. 84-129, 4th ed. 72-113)




ETEP, Athenian Democracy
 



February2ALEXANDER THE GREAT AND THE RISE OF ROME




Spielvogel, pp. 103-132 (3rd ed. 1320168, 4th ed. 114-154)




ETEP, Alexander
 



February9THE ROMAN EMPIRE




Spielvogel, pp. 132-161 (3rd ed. 170-241, 4th ed. 154-193)

ETEP, Fall of the Roman Empire
 



February16THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES




Spielvogel, pp. 162-216 (3rd ed. 244-275, 4th ed. 193-236)

 

February 23

THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES 




Spielvogel, pp. 217-272 (3rd ed. 278-373, 4th ed. 237-295)




ETEP, The Crusades
 

March 1

LATER MIDDLE AGES & RENAISSANCE




Spielvogel, pp. 273-335 (3rd ed. 376-453, 4th ed. 296-361)

                                 ETEP, Witch-Hunts
 

March 8

THE REFORMATION AND EARLY MODERN EUROPE




Spielvogel, pp. 336-399 (3rd ed. 454-597, 4th ed. 362-424)

 

 

Student Responsibilities:
You can fulfill the graded requirements for the course in a variety of ways. We realize that students have different interests and learning preferences and we are offering you a variety of ways in which you can be graded for the course, both the increase your enjoyment of the course and to encourage you to get the best grade you can. The different options in the course are listed below, but you should be aware that you must turn in the various assignments by the due dates and we cannot provide extensions of these: to do otherwise would be unfair to other students and it would be impossible to administer in a course with some 200 students! 
Normally assignments are given for the period of Monday through Sunday (at midnight) and the deadline for assignments is normally Sunday at 11:50 PM. It is your responsibility to turn assignments in on time and you should not wait until the very last minute to do this--especially since the WebCT servers are frequently overburned at peak times (like late Sunday night) and it will frequently take a few minutes to save your work--possibly talking you beyond the deadline. 
As noted below, 20% of your grade will be made up of participation in weekly discussion.  We will let you know how you are doing in this discussion every three weeks, but please do not neglect to take part in these discussions and activities since they will seriously affect your grade. For more information on discussion and how it will be graded, see the Discussion link in the Course Overview.


As mentioned above, you can fulfill the requirements for this course and earn your grade in a variety of ways, depending on your own preferences, schedule, and learning style. Please read the following overview closely and make sure you understand it.

There are 100 graded points (or percent) available for the course and you can earn credit by participating in discussion, taking quizzes and exams, and turning in other assignments. In order to be fair to others, there will not be any "extra credit" and we will count the first 100 points of assignments you turn in; you cannot "take back" any assignments once they have been submitted (with the exception of quizzes; see below). Please do not as for extra credit or for extensions of deadlines; you have lots of opportunities to earn credits for the course, so please turn your work in on time. 

Note that all students must participate in the graded discussion, but you may select any other assignments that add up to a total of 80 additional points. You don't need to tell us what assignemnts you are planning to do; simply make your own plans and turn your work in on time. Your grades will be updated constantly so you can always tell where you your stand in the course. 

The following is a brief overview of the various ways you can fulfill the requirements of the course.

	Assignment
	Points

	1. Discussion each week: required
	20% of course grade 

	2. Quizzes (8 possible); take either 4 or 8 
	20% or 40% 

	3. Individual 3-page essays on ETEP readings (1 or 2) 
	20% or 40% 

	4. Mid-term Exam 
	20%

	5. Group ETEP essay on ETEP reading (1) 
	20%

	6. Final Exam 
	20%


 

You can see that there is a possible total of 160% to chose from in the course; the first assignments you submit that add up to 100% will be counted; anything submitted beyond 100% will not be considered in calculating the final grade. 
1. Discussion (throughout the quarter, 20% of the final grade) 

There will be regular discussion questions each week and opportunities to get involved in problems and issues in history in your own discussion group.  Participation in these discussions will be graded on the basis of the frequency and the quality of the comments posted in the appropriate course discussion areas. This discussion will account for 20% of the course grade, and you should make sure you participate regularly in the discussion.  We will periodically give you an update on what your participation grade is up to that time. For more information on discussions see the Discussions page in the Course Overview.

2. Quizzes (20% or 40% of your grade)
There will be eight short on-line quizzes, one each week except for the first and the last week. Quizzes will cover all assigned material for the week, and will usually be multiple choice in format.  Quizzes will be accessible through the WebCT site. Simply follow the “Quizzes” link under the course menu.  The quizzes are timed and the questions are "randomized," so that you will not get the same questions as your friends.  You can, however, take the quiz for each week as many times as you like, and only the last grade you submit will be counted. You must, however, be sure you submit your quiz before the due time Sunday evening: late quizzes cannot be accepted. 
3. Individual ETEP Essays (20% each; maximum of 40%)
Write an essay of 3-pages maximum, discussing the reading assigned in the ETEP book for the week of October 11 (Athenian Democracy) and/or November 8 (Crusades). These will be due, respectively, on October 17 and November 14. They will be submitted electronically. More details will be provided on the guidelines for these assignments. 
4.  Mid-Term Examination (20%) 
Due October 31. The exam will be open-book and timed, and will be done online.  It will include both short-answer and essay questions; all questions will be randomized so you will not get the same questions as others in the class. You will have 48 minutes to complete the exam so you cannot expect to be able to look everything up--thus the best preparation is to study as you would for an in-class exam. Further information will be forthcoming about the mid-term at a later date.  
5.  Group ETEP Essay (20%)
Those of you who wish to work on a group project may elect to prepare a group ETEP essay (maximum 8 pages), on the Fall of the Roman Empire. This essay will be due on November 1. More details will be provided.
6. Final Examination (20%) 
The exam will be comprehensive (covering the whole of the course), open-book and timed, and will be done online.  It will include both short-answer and essay questions; all questions will be randomized so you will not get the same questions as others in the class. You will have 60 minutes to complete the exam so you cannot expect to be able to look everything up--thus the best preparation is to study as you would for an in-class exam.  The final examination must be submitted by Monday, December 6. Further information will be forthcoming about the final exam at a later date.  
Again, remember that you are NOT expected to do all of these assignments: only enough to add up to a total of 100 points (or 100%). Your grade will then be calculated on a percent of that total 100%. 
 

 

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
 

Enrollment
All students must be officially enrolled in this course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.  Enrolling late also costs you, the student, lots of money!

 

Disabilities and Special Needs
Anyone feeling that he / she may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs, ideally with an e-mail message through the course website.  We can then discuss the situation, anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations.  We rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodation and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, you may do so at 292-3307, or at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/ .  If you have any other special circumstances of which we should be aware, please let us know about this as soon as possible and we can explore the situation.  

 

Plagiarism
All students should be aware that plagiarism, or any other kind of academic dishonesty, is a serious offense and can result in penalties, including failure in the course and dismissal from the University.  All work in this course must be your own, and dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated.  You must also understand that it is not honest to “cut and paste” sections from websites without indicating that you have done that and providing proper citation (URL and date of access).  Please understand that, although this is an online course, you need to read books and that you can't find all the answers on the Internet.  Education is not knowing how to do a Google search--but how you understand things.  Ultimately this means reading: normally in real books.  If you don't know where the Main Library is, ask and we will be happy to tell you!!  Also understand that we are fairly computer literate and if you want to "steal" things from Internet sites, it is very easy for us to find what you have done!!!  In the end, it's so much easier to do the work in the course, talk with us, and get a good grade!!

 

syl111d.htm (4 September 20 04)

