	HISTORY 112
WESTERN CIVILIZATION II
History 112, Western Civilization: 17th Century through Modern Times, explores the development over the past four centuries of those forms of civilization which we consider distinctively western and illustrates how Europe, which in 1500 was not the foremost of several competing cultures, came to dominate the globe. It does so by addressing the salient political, social, and economic events of the western world between the late sixteenth century and the present in a cultural, technological and intellectual context. The course begins with a cursory overview of post-Reformation Europe and its overseas dependencies; it ends with the dissolution of the Soviet Union.
General:
In accordance with departmental policy, students must register for the course before the end of the second week of classes. No requests to add the course can be approved after that date.
University regulations prohibit academic misconduct, which includes plagiarism and cheating.
If you require special arrangements because of a disability, please inform me of your needs.
Scheduling and Administration:
You are expected to attend class and will be responsible for material covered in class. Attendance will be taken at intervals, roughly once per week at random. W
ith the exception of the first week of class, you are expected to complete the week's assigned reading by class time on Monday.
If you anticipate missing a quiz or examination for reasons beyond your control (e.g., court appearance, military duty, scheduled medical/dental appointment), please notify me before the scheduled class period. If you cannot contact me, contact the History Department office at 292-2674 before the scheduled class period.
If you cannot take a quiz or examination at the scheduled time due to an emergency, notify me as soon as possible after the emergency is over to provide documentation of the emergency and discuss making up the assignment.
Grading:
Your grade will be based on 1000 points, allocated as follows:
Mid-Term I (April 18)
150 points
Book Review (May 2)
200 points
Mid-Term II (May 9)
150 points
Final Exam (June 12 @ 7:30 AM)
350 points
Class Participation*
150 points
Total
1000 points
*Class participation grades will include quizzes and reaction papers (roughly one quiz or one one-page reaction paper per week), attendance, and participation in discussion. Further guidance on reaction papers will be distributed in class.
Examinations:
Midterm and final examinations will be designed as much to test your ability to organize, analyze and explain what you know as to find out what you do not know. Midterm and final examinations will include map and short-answer questions, identification and significance questions, and essay questions, but point values will favor essay questions over forced-choice (map/short answer/ID) questions. The relative weight of the essay questions will increase from Mid-term I to Mid-term II to Final. I reward clarity of expression on exams, but will not penalize you for errors in spelling, style or syntax on in-class essays so long as I can understand what you're getting at.
The final examination will include a take-home essay portion that will be distributed in class. Late essays will be penalized ten percent (10%) per day, weekends included.
Book Review:
The purpose of the book review assignment is to develop your skills in thinking critically about historical issues. Accordingly, you will write a five- to seven-page book review of one of two readings (Carlo Cipolla's Guns Sails and Empires or Alfred Crosby's Ecological Imperialism) which give alternate rationales for the success of European global expansion. Further guidance will be distributed in class. Book reviews will be graded on (1) content, accuracy and aptness of analysis and (2) quality and accuracy of prose, grammar and style. Late papers will be penalized five percent (5%) per day, weekends included.
Required Reading:
1. John P. McKay, et al., A History of Western Society, Vol. 2, From Absolutism to the Present (5th ea.) 
2. Voltaire, Letters on England 
3. Donald Niewyk, ed., The Holocaust 
Selective Reading (choose ONE of the two):
1. Carlo Cipolla, Guns, Sails and Empires 

OR
2. Alfred Crosby, Ecological Imperialism 
All books are available at SBX.
Schedule:
Week/Date Lectures/readings 

31 March Classes begin 
Week l 
31 MAR-4 APR Course introduction; Europe and the world in 1600; Absolutism 
McKay chapters 16-17 (523-587)

Week 2 
7-11 April Constitutionalism; science and changing world-views; the Enlightenment; growing European dominance 
McKay chapter 18 (589-621)
Voltaire, Letters on England (all)

Week 3 
14-18 April Enlightenment/Voltaire 
McKay chapters 19-20 (623-688)

18 April MID-TERM I 

Week 4 
21-25 April American Revolution; French Revolution; Industrial Revolution 
McKay chapters 21-22 (691-755)

Week 5 
28 APR-2 MAY Industrial Revolution/European values 
McKay chapters 23-24 (757-829)

2 May BOOK REVIEW DUE 

Week 6 
5-9 May Nationalism Triumphant/The Long Peace 
McKay chapters 25-26 (831-897)

9 May MID-TERM II

Week 7 
12-16 May The Great War; Revolution and Realignment 
McKay chapter 27 (899-933)

Week 8 
19-23 May Losing the Peace; World War, Round Two 
McKay chapter 28-29 (935-1003) 
Niewyk, all

Week 9 
26-30 May The Cold War 
McKay chapter 30 (1005-1041)

26 May NO CLASS (Memorial Day) 
30 May TAKE-HOME FINAL DISTRIBUTED

Week 10 
2-5 June Bipolarity to Multipolarity: New world order? 
McKay chapter 31 (1043-1077)

4 June Review session, 7:30-9:00 PM, room TBA 
5 June TAKE-HOME FINAL DUE 
6 June NO CLASS 
12 June FINAL EXAM, Derby Hall 080, 7:30-9:18 AM 


