History 112

European History: 17th Century to the Present

Spring 2009
Course Meetings: TR 2:30-4:18, Ramseyer Hall (RA) 065
Instructor: David Dennis






Office hours: T 1:15-2:15, R 11-12, and by appointment

Office: 009 Dulles Hall, dennis.161@osu.edu


 
In this course we will examine the history of Europe from the seventeenth century through the present.  Our historical survey will cover the fundamental events and processes in European politics, warfare, economics, society, culture, and intellectual thought. The course is structured both chronologically and thematically and highlights general characteristics of European civilization rather than specific national histories.  Because of the vast amount of material to be covered, lectures and primary-source readings will emphasize social and cultural developments. Your textbook will provide a more detailed narrative of political and military events.   

Our central aim is to understand how the European world has evolved over the past 400 years into its contemporary form.  We will seek to define “modernity,” investigating dramatic political revolutions, unprecedented warfare, and tremendous economic fluctuations, as well as sweeping social, cultural, and intellectual transformations, even as we identify areas of continuity and stability.  We will also examine how modernity reconfigured both the relationship between rulers and ruled and the everyday lives of Europeans—paying particular attention to issues of class, race, gender, and sexuality.  Lastly, because this period witnessed an unprecedented expansion of European trade, power, and influence around the world, we will consider Europe within an increasingly global context.     

Reading List

Lynn Hunt, ed. The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures. Vol. II: Since 1500 (3rd ed.) 
Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway
ETEP reader (History 112, Spring 2009, D. Dennis)

Online Readings (Carmen)
Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes

History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and
help them understand how humans view themselves.  By the end of the quarter students should have acquired a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity.  They also should be able to display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a foundation for future comparative understanding.  Finally they should be able to think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts. 
Course Requirements

1. Attendance/Participation: You are required to attend weekly lectures and are responsible for the materials covered in them.  Please arrive on time to lecture to avoid unnecessary distractions.  You are also expected to contribute to class discussions in a constructive and informed manner.  (10% attendance; 10% participation)

2. Quizzes: Throughout the quarter there will be five of short unannounced quizzes over the primary source readings.  An additional quiz will cover European geography. (10%)

3. Midterm Exam: The midterm exam, held on April 28, will consist of two parts based on materials covered in lecture, discussion, and readings: an objective section to be completed in class and a take-home essay due at the beginning of class.  (20%)
4. Term Paper: On this take-home exercise, you will be asked to consider a specific historical era and the way contemporary Europeans experienced it. The paper should be 3-5 pages long with a standard 12 pt. font and will be due on May 28.  (20%)
5. Final Exam: The final exam, held on June 8, will also consist of two parts based on materials covered in lecture, discussion, and readings: an objective section to be completed in class and a take-home essay.  The objective section will cover materials since the midterm, while the essay will be comprehensive and due at the beginning of class. (30%)
6. Extra Credit: Students may earn extra credit for up to two of the following assignment options. (An option may not be repeated for credit; for example, you cannot write two movie reviews).

Option (A): Attending my office hours. (+1%)


(last name A-M) April 2-9

(last name N-Z) April 9-16
Option (B): Movies based on historical events have been popular with audiences and a mainstay of filmmakers since the birth of film as an art form in the early twentieth century.  Yet their historical value is often the subject of debate.  Choose one of the following films and, in a brief 1-2 page essay, evaluate whether or not it is an appropriate representation of the historical event that is at its focus.  Make sure to define what you mean by “appropriate” or “inappropriate.” Many of the films are available through the OSU library system or the Columbus Public Library, but please allow enough time to obtain and view the film before the assignment due date. (+1%) 



Pride and Prejudice (any version) due April 28


Wilde due May 7


A Very Long Engagement due May 14


The Blue Angel due May 21 



Downfall due May 26


The Pianist due May 28
Option (C): Art, architecture, medicine, engineering, and the natural and social sciences have fundamentally shaped and, in turn, been shaped by European history.  Choose a European who significantly contributed to one of these fields between 1600 and 2000 and write a 3-5 page essay considering how historical events—particularly political, social, and economic developments—shaped her or his life and work. You must use at least three sources: one primary source and two scholarly secondary sources.  Please submit your sources in advance for my approval. (up to 5%)

Policies 
1. Assignment Make-Up Policy: Written assignments are to be completed at the scheduled times only.  Students will be allowed to complete make-up work for credit only with acceptable documented excuses.  Acceptable excuses include: serious illness, unavoidable family obligations, court appearances, or incarceration by the public authorities.  In accordance with departmental policy, the student must present documentation of the reason she or he had to miss the scheduled assignment.  If you need to miss an assignment or exam please contact me before hand, if at all possible, and submit the proper documentation within 9 days of the scheduled assignment or exam.  

2. Grade Complaints: If you feel that the grade you received is unwarranted, you may submit a complaint in writing and 24 hours after grades are distributed.
3. Academic Integrity: All work on papers, exams, and quizzes must be your own.  Plagiarism, cheating, or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to procedures established by the OSU Committee on Academic Misconduct.  If you have any questions or concerns about academic misconduct, please refer to the statement on academic misconduct, which can be found on the last page of this syllabus, or talk to me in office hours or by email.  
4. Enrollment: In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

5. Email Policy: I am available by email at dennis.161@osu.edu and encourage you to contact me if you have a question or concern regarding the course.  However, while I may be able to answer some nights or weekends, please allow for response time that takes into account normal business hours, M-F.  I do not accept papers or other assignments as email attachments.     
6. Disabilities: Students with disabilities should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations. Please also bring the appropriate forms from the Office for Disability Services, which I use to verify the need for accommodation and develop accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office of Disability Services, you may do so at 292-3307 or 292-0901.

Lecture Topics and Reading Assignments

Note: While we will try to keep to the following schedule as closely as possible, from time to time it may be necessary to adjust it.  Keeping track of schedule changes, which will be announced during lecture, is the responsibility of the student.  Unless otherwise noted, the readings listed for each class meeting can be accessed via Carman and should be completed beforehand. 
	Old Regimes and New Horizons: Europe in the 17th and 18th Centuries



	March 31
	Introduction
The “Old Regime:” Europe in 1600
Reading: “Little Thumb” (in-class)


	April 2
	An Age of Religious Conflict
Reading: Making of the West pp. 426-446 (review), 451-470

Elizabeth I, “Against the Spanish Armada”
Otto Von Guericke, “The Destruction of Magdeburg”


	April 7
	Encountering the World: Early Modern Colonialism and Trade

Reading: Making of the West pp. 419-426, 519-529

Juan de Sepúlveda, Democrates Secundus 
Bartolomé de Las Casas, In Defense of the Indians 
Michel de Montaigne, Of Cannibals


	April 9
	Absolutism and the Glorious Revolution  

Reading: Making of the West pp. 483-508

James I, “A Speech to Parliament”

Louis XIV, “Letter to His Heir”

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan 

John Locke, The Second Treatise of Government 


	April 14
	Challenging Orthodoxy: The Scientific Revolution and The Enlightenment

Reading: Making of the West pp. 474-478, 545-550, 555-573

John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract 
Voltaire, A Treatise on Toleration


	April 16
	Challenging Absolutism: The French Revolution

Reading: Making of the West, Ch. 19

ETEP Module, “The French Revolution and the Terror”

Abbé Sieyés, “Preliminary to the French Constitution”

Thouret, “Report on the Basis of Political Eligibility”


	A New Regime: Europe at the Dawn of the 19th Century


	April 21
	Europe Transformed: Politics and Daily Life at the Dawn of the 19th Century

Reading: Making of the West, pp. 619-640, 655-661

“Labor Old and New: The Impact of the Industrial Revolution”


	April 23
	Politics, Culture, and Revolution in a Class Society 
Reading: Making of the West, pp. 640-650, 655-686

Fanny Lewald, Autobiography

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto


	April 28
	MIDTERM

	April 30
	No Class - Begin Reading Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway

	Nation and Empire in the Long Nineteenth Century

	May 5
	Imagining New Communities: Nationalism and Nation-Building
 Reading: Making of the West, 689-710
Otto von Bismarck, “We Germans Fear God, and Naught Else in the World”; 
Emile Guillaumin, The Life of a Simple Man


	May 7
	Europe in Motion: The Second Industrial Revolution, Mass Mobility, and the Scramble for Empire
Reading: Making of the West, pp. 725-747

Jules Ferry, “On French Colonial Expansion”
Wilhelm II, “Germany’s Place in the Sun”
George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant”



	May 12
	Politics of Exclusion: Anxieties in an “Age of Progress”

Reading: Making of the West, pp. 719-721, 763-770, 779-783
Edouard Drumont, “The Jews Against France”
Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden”
Trials of Oscar Wilde



	May 14
	Pushing the Boundaries: Modernism, Mass Socialism, and Women’s Emancipation.
Reading: Making of the West, pp. 829-836

Emmeline Pankhurst, “I Incite this Meeting to Rebellion!”
Eduard Bernstein, Evolutionary Socialism


	“An Age of Extremes”


	May 19
	The First World War 

Reading: Making of the West, pp. 783-796, 799-809 
Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front
L.Doriat, Women on the Home Front 


	May 21
	Protest, Revolution, and the Search for Peace

Reading: Making of the West, pp. 810-820

ETEP Module, “The Russian Revolution”


	May 26
	“An Age of Extremes”: Europe between the Wars
Reading: Making of the West, pp. 820-856
Benito Mussolini, “What is Fascism”

Lola Landau, “The Companionate Marriage”
NOVEL DUE - Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway


	An Age of Horrors



	May 28
	The Nazi State and the Second World War
Reading: Making of the West, pp. 847-852 (review), 856-876
Gertrude Scholtz-Klink, “To Be German is to Be Strong”
Arthur Greiser, “Living as the Master Race Should”
TERM PAPER DUE


	June 2
	The Holocaust
Reading: Making of the West, pp. 864-866 (review)

Adolf Hitler, Reichstag Speech from January 30, 1939

ETEP Module, “The Holocaust”


	Reconstruction in a Global Era


	June 4
	Out of the Ashes: Postwar Division and Decolonization 

Reading: Making of the West, Ch. 27
Jacques Soustelle, The Algerian Drama and French Decadence
Student Voices of Protest (1968)



Final Exam: Monday, June 8, 1:30-3:18, RA 065
Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in teaching, research, and other educational and scholarly activities.  Thus, The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp), and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty.  Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct may constitute “Academic Misconduct.”


The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.”  Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination.  Please note that ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct.

If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University.

For additional information on academic integrity, you may wish to consult the following:

The Committee on Academic Misconduct web pages (oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html)
OSU Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp)

OSU Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing discussion of writing (http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm)
