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History 112: History of the West, 1600-2000
Professor Chris Otter

Winter 2008

otter.4@osu.edu
Monday/Wednesday: IH, 100 4.00-5.18

Office Hrs: Dulles 222, Tuesday 1.00-3.00

Discussion section leaders (DSLs): Robert Clemm (clemm.1@osu.edu), Andrea Ottone (ottone.1@osu.edu), Mircea Platon (platon.1@osu.edu).
This course provides an overview of the history of Europe between the seventeenth century and the present. Obviously, there is a vast amount of material to cover, so we will focus on specific events and developments, while necessarily omitting others. Several themes will be emphasised throughout the course. We will examine the rise of capitalism, the emergence of modern science, and the development of vast European empires, as well as the wave of political developments – democracy, liberalism, socialism, feminism, communism and fascism – which make modern European history so dynamic and turbulent. We will also look at how “modern Europe” defined itself against the rest of the world, a world so often forced to live with the consequences of being neither European nor necessarily modern.
Course Reading  
There is one required textbook for the course, available at the university bookstore:
Lynn Hunt ed. The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures, Volume II Since 1500, 2nd Edition (New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2005)
Other readings [marked with an asterisk*] will be available on line via CARMEN or other websites to which you will be directed. These readings will also be available on reserve in the library.
Course Assignments and Grading
Your grade will be composed as follows:

Section attendance, participation and quizzes    30%*

Midterm Examination    20%

Book report   20%

Final Examination   30%
* this grade will be composed thus: for attendance and participation, 15%, for quizzes 15%
The examinations will both be in-class, and they will consist of questions asking you to synthesise material from lectures and reading. The midterm examination will be held in your discussion section on Tuesday February 5. Prior to the exams, DSLs will hand out a list of study questions. The questions that appear in the exams will be taken from these questions. For your book report, you simply choose a novel from the list, and write a report on it. All grading is undertaken by the DSLs for your section. 
In addition to this, you will write a book report. To do this, you simply choose one of the books listed below (many of which are novels, and some of these books we will discuss in lectures or sections). You read the book, and then write a short paper (4-5 pages) in which you explain what the historian of modern Europe can tell from reading the book. Is the book an accurate representation of a historical event or process? What is the book’s point of view about the particular historical event or process? 

Honoré de Balzac, Pere Goriot (1835)
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790)
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (1899)
Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species (1859)

Charles Dickens, Hard Times (1854)
Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist (1839)
Fyodor Dostoevsky, Notes from Underground (1864)

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto
(1848)
George Orwell, 1984 (1949)
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Emile (1762)
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1817)
Yevgeny Zamyatin, We (1921)
Emile Zola, Germinal (1885)
Lectures: Students are expected to attend every lecture, and every section, on time. You should not leave before the end of the class. During lectures, you should take notes to prepare you for the discussion section, and you should also feel free to ask questions at any point
Discussion sections: your attendance at discussion sessions is mandatory. If you cannot attend a discussion section, you must contact your discussion section leader ahead of time. If you miss a discussion section without an appropriate excuse, your grade for section attendance and participation will be reduced by one whole letter grade. This means that if you miss five or more sections without a valid excuse, your grade for attendance and participation will be zero (0). In your discussion sections, you will regularly be given quizzes by your discussion leader, on dates, facts, maps and so on.
Reading: students are expected to read the materials assigned before the lecture and the section which follows it.

Grade complaints: any complaint about a particular grade must be made initially to the DSL responsible for your grading.
Academic Dishonesty. The work you submit to me must be your own. Any cases of plagiarism and cheating will be referred to the appropriate University Committee on misconduct. It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
Enrollment. In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Cellphones. Please turn off cellphones at the beginning of class.
*All students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me privately during my office hours to make arrangements.  Please do so by the third week of class. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/*
Class Schedule and Readings

Week One
Friday 4 January: Introduction to the course
Week Two

Monday 7 January: Absolutism and War: Europe in the Seventeenth Century

Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 17, pages 621-644.

Map of Europe in 1600: available online at http://www.euratlas.com/big/big1600.htm
Wednesday 9 January: Scientific Revolution


Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 16, pages 610-617.

*Francis Bacon, Preface to The Great Instauration (Orig. 1620, Arlington Heights, IL: Crofts, 1980, 7-17.
Week Three

Monday 14 January: The World Economy in the Eighteenth Century


Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 18, 665-695.
Wednesday 16 January: Enlightenment and French Revolution 1789-1794
Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 19, 707-720, and chapter 20, 752-770.
* Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, 1789: available online at http://www.constitution.org/fr/fr_drm.htm
Week Four

Monday 21 January: NO CLASS – MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

Wednesday 23 January: Napoleon and the Revolutionary Wars, 1794-1815

Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 20, 770-783, and chapter 21, 787-789, 795-810.
* Benjamin Constant, excerpt from On the Spirit of Conquest and Usurpation (1814): available online at http://www.columbia.edu/~iw6/docs/constant.html
Week Five

Monday 28 January: Capitalism and the Industrial Revolution

Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 22, 829-840.
*Adam Smith, “On a Division of Labour,” in Elaine Freedgood (ed.) Factory Production in Nineteenth-Century Britain (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), 85-92.
*Andrew Ure, “General View of Manufacturing Industry,” in Elaine Freedgood (ed.) Factory Production in Nineteenth-Century Britain (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), 152-165.
Wednesday 30 January: New Ideologies: Liberalism, Romanticism, Nationalism, Socialism 

Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 21, 811-819.

*Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx, “Bourgeois and Proletarians,” in The Communist Manifesto, pages to follow.

Week Six

Monday 4 February: The 1848 Revolutions and State-Building 

Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 22, 858-869, and chapter 23, 873-891.


* Bismarck’s speech to the Reichstag, 1888: available online at
http://www.eu-history.leidenuniv.nl/index.php3?c=79
***YOUR MIDTERM EXAMINATION WILL BE HELD IN YOUR DISCUSSION SECTION ON TUESDAY FEBRUARY 5***
Wednesday 6 February: Expansion: New Imperialism 1870-1914

Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 24, 924-933.

* Sir John Seeley, The Expansion of England, (1883), in Ledger and Luckhurst, The Fin de Siècle, 135-7.

Week Seven

Monday 11 February: Evolution and its Impact
*Peter Bowler, “From Darwin to Modern Darwinism: An Overview,” in Bowler, Darwinism (New York: Twane, 1993), 1-13.

*Charles Darwin, “The Struggle for Existence,” (from The Origin of Species) in Gordon S. Haight (ed.) The Portable Victorian Reader (New York: Penguin, 1976), 519-529.
Wednesday 13 February: Domestic and International Tension 1890-1914
Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 25, 959-992.
Week Eight

Monday 18 February: World War I
Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 25, 992-999, and chapter 26, 1004-1014.
Wednesday 20 February: Russian Revolution and Europe in the 1920s
Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 26, 1014-1034.

* Vladimir Lenin, extract from What is to be Done? (1902) Available online at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1902lenin.html
Week Nine

Monday 25 February: The 1930s: Fascism, Communism, Depression
Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 26, 1034-1046, and chapter 27, 1049-1064.

* F.T. Marinetti, The Futurist Manifesto (1909): available online at http://www.cscs.umich.edu/~crshalizi/T4PM/futurist-manifesto.html
Wednesday 27 February: World War II
Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 27, 1069-1094.
Week Ten
Monday 3 March: Post-1945 Europe I: Decolonization and Cold War
Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 28, 1097-1108, 1118-1125.
Wednesday 5 March: Post-1945 Europe II: Technocracy and Neoliberalism
Hunt, Making of the West, chapter 29, 1139-1146, 1155-1179.
