HISTORY 112: THE 17TH CENTURY TO MODERN TIMES
Spring 2009, MWF 10:30–11:18  
Campbell Hall 200
Professor Karen Spierling

152 Dulles Hall 

spierling.1@osu.edu, 688-4115



Office Hours: Monday 1:30–2:30; Wednesday 11:30–12:30 or by appointment 

DSLs: 

Deirdre McMurtry, mcmurtry.3@osu.edu


Jason Drake, drake.276@osu.edu 
*PLEASE NOTE: Your DSL cannot provide lecture notes for classes you have missed.  It is your responsibility to attend class and to get any notes you may miss from a classmate.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
History 112 provides each student with an introduction to the evolution of European history since about 1600.  The past 400 years have been a period of important and sometimes rapid changes in European culture and society; political ideas and governments; and the relationships between Europeans and the rest of the world.  Since we cannot cover all of these developments in detail in just 10 weeks, we will instead focus on particular examples that are representative of key developments in European societies and their global relations.  We will look in particular at developments in Western Europeans’ understandings of themselves, their governments, their religious institutions, and their roles in the world.  The intent of the course is not to make the students into historians, but to help them to appreciate the important ways in which an understanding of the recent developments in European culture can contribute to a more general understanding of the dynamics of the modern world.  
At the end of this survey course, students will have
· increased and developed their understanding of the factors that shape human activity in order to gain insight into the origins and nature of contemporary European issues and Europeans’ views of and relationships with non-Europeans
· developed their ability to frame historical questions and think critically about the significance of and connections among historical events

· learned to apply critical thinking to their analysis of primary and secondary sources
· strengthened their spoken and written communication skills through exams, a comparative book analysis, and participation in class discussions. 
REQUIRED TEXTS
Exploring the European Past: Texts and Images, 2nd edition (Cengage Learning, 2009), ISBN 


9781424067281.  Be sure to get the version for our course, with “Dr. K. Spierling” at 


the bottom of the front cover.
Voltaire, Candide (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 1999), ISBN 978-0312148546.

Helen Zenna Smith, Not So Quiet… (The Feminist Press, 1993), ISBN 978-0935312829.

Lynn Hunt et al., eds, The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume II: Since 
1340 (Bedford/St Martin’s, 2006), ISBN 978-0312439460.

CARMEN
I will post the term lists for lectures on CARMEN, as well as a copy of the syllabus, paper assignment, exam review sheets, and any other class materials you may need.  Please check CARMEN regularly for any class announcements, including adjustments in the reading assignments or class schedule.
IMPORTANT NOTES

Please feel free to come and talk to me or to e-mail me at any point during the quarter if you have questions or concerns about coursework or about the world of history in general.  E-mail is the quickest way to contact me with pressing questions or to set up an appointment.  When you e-mail me, please be sure to put the course title in the subject line, to address the message to me directly, and to sign your name.  I respond to messages only when I know what course they are asking about and who sent them.
In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the History Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

If you are in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations, please let me know immediately so that we can work together.  Students with disabilities must be registered with the Office for Disability Services, located at 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

GEC Requirements:   This course fulfills the second half of the GEC Category 5. Arts and Humanities A. Historical Survey. It also fulfills the GEC category “International issues western (non-United States) course.”
COURSE REQUIREMENTS, ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
Attendance and Participation
The material presented in lecture is integral to the course and is not identical to the material in the textbook.  Therefore, it is in your best interest to attend lecture regularly and to do the reading consistently.  Attendance will be taken at discussion sections and will be included in your discussion grade.  Your overall discussion grade will be based on your attendance at your bi-weekly sections, active participation in section discussions, and completion of any section assignments given by your DSL.  Please see your DSL’s discussion section syllabus for his or her specific expectations.  In addition, you will be expected to include material covered in discussion sections in your exam answers.

Submission of Assignments

All assignments must be completed and submitted by the announced deadlines.  You must complete all assignments.  Failure to complete any of the map quizzes, either exam, or the paper assignment will result in an “E” for the semester.
Late Assignments

Extensions will be allowed only if they have been arranged ahead of time with me or your DSL and only in extenuating circumstances.  If you submit work late without just cause, or without a previously approved excuse, you may have your grade reduced by a full letter grade per day late (i.e., a B would become a C, a B- would become a C-).  The pressures of other course work, employment, and extra-curricular activities do not constitute valid excuses for late assignments.  Note the due dates on the syllabus and plan ahead.  There is no provision in this course for additional papers for extra credit or to substitute for requirements.
Make-up exams will be given only in cases of serious illness or other emergency, and only when you contact me or your DSL immediately.  If you know that you will miss an exam day for a university-approved reason (athletic event, etc.), you must contact me and your DSL  ahead of time to arrange another exam time.
Evaluation

Your grade for the course will be determined by the following
3 map quizzes, 5% each

15%




5-page paper



20%

 

Mid-term exam


20%

 

Final exam 



25% 

Discussion participation

20%
Total




100%


Grade Breakdown

A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

Grading Issues
Your DSL is responsible for all of the grading in this course, based on standards established in consultation with me.  If you have concerns about your grade on an exam or the paper, you must first meet with your DSL to discuss the problem.  If and only if you are still dissatisfied with the explanation of your grade and/or resolution of the problem after meeting with your DSL, you may then contact me to discuss the problem further. 
Exams

The exams will consist of some combination of short-answer and essay questions.  
Paper Assignment
The study of history is not simply a matter of memorizing facts.  It becomes meaningful and useful only when students of history are able to present their understanding and analysis of historical developments in a clear and well-structured way.  To that end, during this semester you will be asked to write a 5-page paper comparing the critiques of European society presented in the two non-textbooks assigned for this quarter: Voltaire’s Candide and Helen Zenna Smith’s Not So Quiet….  The paper is intended to be a quarter-long project that will help you develop your skills of critical analysis, comparison of sources, and clear written expression of an argument—all vital skills in studying and understanding any period of  history.  I will hand out a detailed assignment, including specific questions for your paper to address.  You will write your paper in response to the assigned questions, based on your own reading of the books.  The only sources required to write this paper are the textbook and the Voltaire and Smith books.  If you choose to consult any outside sources, including websites, you must cite all of them on your bibliography page.
All sources that you use for background information, including the two assigned books as well as material from lectures, must be clearly cited in your paper.  You may use parenthetical citations to provide this information.  To do this, at the end of any direct quotation, paraphrased information, or paragraph that contains ideas you have borrowed from someone else, please put the author’s name and the page number in parentheses—or, if applicable, the website name (give the full website address in the bibliography).  If you have any questions about the readings, about how to cite your sources, or about the papers in general, your DSLs and I will be happy to answer your questions before the papers are due.  There will not be an opportunity to rewrite papers once you have submitted them.  
Note on Grading Expectations for Essays and Papers
Good writing relies on argument, evidence, and what William Strunk, Jr., called the “elements of style.”  An A paper is distinguished by an original, compelling argument and/or organizing principle; a judicious use of well-digested evidence; and an effortless command of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  A B paper is marked by an argument that is well-crafted, but predictable; evidence that is appropriately placed but inadequately exploited; and serviceable but not seductive prose.  A C paper is characterized by a loose or regurgitated argument; mechanical citation and support; and awkward paragraph structure, repetitive constructions, lapses into colloquialism, and overuse of the passive, adverbs, and the exclamatory voice.  A D paper is marred by assertions rather than argument; the misreading or misuse of evidence; and simple grammatical and spelling mistakes.  An E paper lacks an argument; shows no familiarity with relevant evidence; has consistent problems with basic sentence construction; and/or does not address the assignment. 

Additional Class Policies
I will start and end lecture on time, and I will expect that you will arrive on time and stay until the end of class.  Disruptions—including late arrival, early departure, talking to friends during lecture, taking calls on cell phones or text messaging—are disrespectful and distracting to both the professor and your fellow students.  Repeated disruptions may be cause for dismissal from class.  Cell phones must be turned off during class.
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN THIS COURSE.
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu
Keep in mind: Your DSLs and I will pursue any cases of suspected plagiarism and will report any academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Any student suspected of plagiarism may be asked to present his or her notes and rough drafts to demonstrate that the paper in question is the student’s original work.  If you have any questions at all about what constitutes plagiarism or about the consequences of academic misconduct, please come and talk to me or your DSL before you complete the assignment in question.
RESERVE CLAUSE
I reserve the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary to meet the learning outcome objectives, to compensate for missed classes or schedule changes, or for similar legitimate reasons.  Students will be notified of any such changes to the syllabus in adequate time to adjust to those changes.

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND ASSIGNMENTS
Week 1  
Europe in the Sixteenth Century
3/30
Introduction: Studying “Western Civilization”
4/1
Politics and Religion in the 16th Century 


Reading: Hunt, 486–97 
4/2
Section Reading:   ETEP, 1–13; 22–24 
4/3
The “Witch Hunts” of the 16th and 17th Centuries

Reading: 
Hunt, 512–14, 517–21  
Week 2 
17th-Century Europe: Science and Religion
4/6
The End of “Religious” War


Reading: 
Hunt, 498–511
4/7
FIRST MAP QUIZ IN DISCUSSION SECTIONS

Section Reading: 
ETEP, 17–19; 27–29   
4/8
The Scientific Revolution


Reading: 
Hunt, 514–17, 554–65 
4/9
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 33–35, 40–47, 51–56   
4/10
Science, Religion, and Power


No new reading. 
Week 3
17th-Century Europe: Competing Visions of Government 
4/13
The English Civil War and Limited Monarchy

Reading:
Hunt, 540–54 
4/14
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 63–72 
4/15
Louis XIV and Absolute Monarchy


Reading: 
Hunt, 523–32 
4/16
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 72–76, 77–81 
4/17
Pirates and Politicians: Competition on the High Seas

Reading: 
Hunt, 567–77, 586–92 

Week 4 
18th-Century Europe: New European Worldviews
4/20
The Enlightenment: Ideas 


Reading:
Hunt, 578–86; 600–606
4/21
Section Reading:  
Voltaire, Candide, 1–55 
4/22
The Enlightenment: Spaces 

Reading: 
Hunt, 609–21  
4/23
SECOND MAP QUIZ IN DISCUSSION SECTIONS

Section Reading: 
Voltaire, Candide, 55–119 
4/24
Clamoring for Colonies: The Seven Years’ War

Reading: 
632–38; 644–48 
Week 5
Revolution in France
4/27
The French Revolution, Part I

Reading: 
Hunt, 638–44, 651–65 
4/28
Section Reading: 
 ETEP, 117–122, 124–30  
4/29
 The French Revolution, Part 2

Reading: 
665–83 
4/30
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 133–36; 140–43 
5/1
MIDTERM EXAM

Week 6 
Moving toward the Modern
5/4 
The Industrial Revolution: Changes in Work and Life

Reading: 
Hunt, 699–713 
5/5
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 147–51, 154–59  
5/6
Repercussions of Industrialization: New Ideologies

Reading: 
Hunt, 714–26, 732–43  

5/7
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 160–64, 169–71 
5/8
Nationalism and International Competition

Reading: 
Hunt, 747–64  
Week 7 
The Intensification of International Competition
5/11
The “Scramble for Africa”

Reading: 
Hunt, 778–81, 789-92, 797–808   
5/12
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 175–84 
5/13 
The “Great Game” in Central Asia

Reading: 
Begin (if you haven’t already) Smith, Not So Quiet….
5/14
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 186–91, 192–97 
5/15
Reading day (Smith, Not So Quiet…)—no class meeting.
Week 8 
The War to End All Wars
5/18:
The Build-up to World War I

Reading:
Hunt, 829–49 
5/19
THIRD MAP QUIZ IN DISCUSSION SECTIONS


Section Reading: 
Smith, Not So Quiet….., 9–129 
5/20
The “Great War”

Reading:
Hunt, 851–63 
5/21
Section Reading: 
Smith, Not So Quiet, 130–239 
5/22
The 1920s: A Shattered Europe

Reading: 
Hunt, 863–85  
Week 9 
The 20th Century: Things Fall Apart
5/25 
NO CLASS—MEMORIAL DAY
5/26
5-PAGE PAPERS DUE IN SECTION

No New Reading
5/27 
The 1930s: Hunger and Hatred

Reading: 
Hunt, 889–914 
5/28
Section Reading:
ETEP, 237–51 
5/29
World War II   

Reading: 
Hunt, 920–40 
Week 10 
Post-War Europe and the Cold War
6/1 
The Long Shadow of the Holocaust 

Reading: 
Hunt, 945–66 

6/2
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 265–75 
6/3 
Beatniks and Bomb Shelters 

Reading: 
Hunt, 966–84 
6/4
Section Reading: 
ETEP, 276–80 
 
6/5  
Older and Wiser? Europe at the End of the Cold War 

No new reading.

FINAL EXAM:  Wednesday, June 10, 9:30–11:18am 
2
1

