History 112
European History:  The Seventeenth Century to the Present
Winter 2005
Lectures:  MWF 10:30-11:18, UH 0014
 
 
Professor Nick Breyfogle
Office Hours:  M 3-4, F 12-2, and by appointment
Office: 159 Dulles Hall.  Phone: 292-3560
breyfogle.1@osu.edu
 
Discussion Section Leaders (DSL):  Jim Bennett, Dustin Kemper, Jaimie Sassone
Discussion Sections:      TR 9:30-10:18, HH 42 (Bennett), DU 27 (Kemper), CL 102 (Sassone)
TR 10:30-11:18, HI 30 (Bennett), DU 27 (Kemper), DU 24 (Sassone)
 
General Information
 
Welcome to the wonderful world of Modern European history!  
 
In this course, we will study fundamental events and processes in European politics, war, economics, intellectual thought, culture, and society from the seventeenth century to the present.  We will attempt to explain the origins of the contemporary world; how Europeans and the European world have arrived at where they are today.  We will strive to understand how Europeans lived and gave meaning to their lives in the “early modern” and “modern” eras.  The course is both topically and chronologically organized and emphasizes the common characteristics of European civilization as a whole rather than specific national histories. It traces threads of continuity while also examining the vast changes experienced by European society in these 400 years.  In a course that spans several centuries and covers a large geographical area, the majority of peoples and events cannot be studied in detail.  We will focus on particular cases that illustrate important patterns of change and conflict that have shaped the European world as we know it now.
 
The format of the course will be a combination of lectures, class discussions, and other forms of direct student participation.  Students are expected to attend classes faithfully, participate actively, and complete the reading assignments before attending lecture and section (more on this below).  Come to class on time so that you do not cause unnecessary disruption of your fellow classmates and do not leave class before time.  Please feel free to ask questions during class.  Students will be responsible for materials covered in lecture, discussion sections, and in all the readings.
 
Throughout the course, students will learn skills that will be necessary for them both as history students and in most of life’s endeavors:  critical and analytical thinking, writing, reading, listening, note taking, working in groups, and public speaking.
 
 
Important Information
 
In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.  
 
Students are very welcome to come and talk with me about any aspect of the course and the wonders of history.  My office hours and location are listed above.  I can also be reached by e-mail (breyfogle.1@osu.edu).  
 
If you are in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations, please let me and your Discussion Section Leader (DSL) know so that we can work together.  Students with disabilities should be registered with the Office of Disability Services (292-3307).
 
 
Readings
 
All books and the Coursepack have been put on two-hour reserve at the Main library.
All books and coursepack are available for purchase at SBX
 
Jackson Spielvogel, Western Civilization, Volume II Since 1550 (5th edition)

Exploring the European Past  (ETEP) [be sure to obtain the edition for Breyfogle]
Emile Guillaumin, The Life of a Simple Man.

Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own.

Art Spiegelman, MAUS, vols. I and II.  [also on reserve at CGA stacks]
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History (4th edition) [Recommended]
 
Coursepack from Zip Publishing (also at SBX and www.zippublishing.com)
 
Assignments and Grading
 
Requirements for this course include:
 
a)         discussion section                     30% **            
b)         midterm exam                           20%
c)         4-page essay                            20%                 
d)         final exam                                 30%            
Total                                        100%
 
**Note:  Your grade for your work in discussion section will be calculated as follows:  attendance and participation = 15% and quizzes = 15%.**
Grades will be computed on the following standard scale:
 
A+:  97.5% and above     B+:  87.5% and above        C+: 77.5% and above     D+: 67.5% and above
A:    92.5% and above    B:    82.5% and above           C:   72.5% and above       D: 60% and above
A-:   90% and above        B-:  80% and above            C-:  70% and above         E:  below 60%
 
Discussion Section
 
Participation and Attendance
 
“Participation and attendance” are worth 15% of your final grade.  You are required to attend each discussion section, participate actively, and come to section prepared to discuss your ideas about the readings and listen to those of your colleagues.  Active section participation and informed discussion (in the form of questions and comments) necessitates that you have completed the reading assignment prior to section and have taken the time to think about what you have read.  
 
            Your attendance at discussion sections is mandatory.  If you are unable to attend section for a valid and verifiable reason, you must contact your discussion section leader in advance of the section you will miss.  
 
“Unexcused absences:”  As you have seen above, section attendance comprises part of your grade for this course.  Any student who misses more than one (1) section without an appropriate excuse will have his/her grade for “attendance and participation” reduced by one full letter grade for each additional section meeting that s/he misses.  What this means is that if you miss five or more sections during the quarter without a valid excuse, you will automatically receive zero (0) out of 15% for your “attendance and participation.”  A pattern of lateness will also result in a poor section participation grade.
 
Map Assignments and Quizzes
 
The “quizzes” component of your discussion section grade (15% of your total grade) includes three map exercises (two take-home and one in-class) and three in-class quizzes.  
 
        Quizzes:  Each quiz will comprise 3-4 short questions based on the materials in the reading assignments and lectures.
· Map assignments:  
· Map assignment #1:  European towns and physical geography (take home)
· Map assignment #2:  Religions & Languages of Europe, 18th/19th cc. (take home)
· Map assignment #3:  Contemporary Europe, political (in-class).
· On take-home map assignments, students will be able to use atlases (the best option) and/or good web maps (I recommend maps from National Geographic, the CIA, and the UN).  On both take-home map assignments, students will be permitted a maximum of five mistakes.  Those who submit work with more than five mistakes will be required to re-do the assignment until it is satisfactory.
· In-class map assignment (#3):  Students will be required to know the locations of the countries of Europe today.  In class, they will be given a map of today’s Europe with the borders marked and asked to fill in the names of the countries from a list provided. (usually approximately 30 countries)
 
 
 
Exams
 
The midterm and final exams will be written in class (dates marked on the syllabus).  The exams are closed book and will be composed of both short-answer and long-answer questions.  Prior to the exam (on dates noted on the syllabus), your Discussion Section Leader (DSL) will hand out a list of study questions.  The questions that will appear on the exams will be selected from the list of study questions.  Correct grammar and spelling and your writing style will be used to determine your grade in these exams.
 
As outlined in the “Tips and Guidelines” and Rampolla (pp. 34-38, 53-69) make sure that each long answer has:
1) an introduction (with thesis statement), 
2) body (in which you analyze and provide evidence for your overall argument, and in which each paragraph has a topic sentence), and
3) a conclusion.  
Always be sure to explain why you think what you think, and to provide detailed evidence and examples from readings and lectures to support your arguments and assertions.
 
 
 
Papers
 
You are required to write one four-page paper choosing from the two options listed below: either The Life of a Simple Man OR A Room of One’s Own.  This assignment must be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font.  Correct grammar and spelling and your writing style will be used to determine your grade.
 
Warning!  We expect a great deal from this four-page paper.  It is one of the tasks of this project to write clearly and concisely, saying a lot in a small amount of space.  You will need to write and re-write these papers many times in order to fit an insightful, intelligent, and in-depth discussion into the space allotted.
 
As outlined in the “Tips and Guidelines” and Rampolla (pp. 23-34, 53-68) make sure that your paper has:
1) an introduction (with thesis statement), 
2) body (in which you analyze and provide evidence for your overall argument, and in which each paragraph has a topic sentence), and
3) a conclusion.  
Always be sure to explain why you think what you think, and to provide detailed evidence and examples from readings and lectures to support your arguments and assertions.
 
Any time you refer to or quote from the book, you must reference the quotation or information by placing the page number in square brackets beside the quotation/information drawn from the text. [27].  If you wish, you may go to the library, look up reviews of the book in scholarly journals, and discuss them along with your own conclusions.  However, if you use other reviews you must indicate this by including appropriate citations and appending a bibliography to your paper.  
 
***  See Rampolla and the Writing Tips and Guidelines handout for more details ***
 
 
Option 1:         The Life of a Simple Man
 
            Europe in the nineteenth-century experienced extraordinary changes:  industrialization, massive urbanization, the development of mass politics and democratic forms of government, the birth of new states and nations, the spread of literacy, new ways of thinking about the world, the formation of new social classes, and the expansion of European empires, to name but a few.  In many respects, Europe was a drastically different place in 1900 than it was in 1800.  Yet not everything in European life was so totally transformed.  Despite rapid urbanization, the majority of Europeans remained rural inhabitants and peasant farmers.  In The Life of a Simple Man, Emile Guillaumin poignantly depicts the life of one French peasant, Tiennon. Guillaumin wrote the book “to show the gents of Moulins, of Paris and elsewhere just what a sharecropper’s life is like.”  In doing so, he shows us the tremendous difficulties of peasant life, the moments of happiness and shame, and Tiennon’s aspirations, hopes, and desires.  It is a world at once familiar and unfamiliar to those of us living in 21st-century America. 
 
            In this paper, your task is to discuss the continuities and changes that Tiennon experienced during his life.  What continuities and changes do you see in Tiennon’s life over the course of the nineteenth century?  Why did the large and rapid transformations going on in Europe affect Tiennon and his family in certain aspects of life but not affect them in others?  In what ways is the existence or non-existence of change in rural, peasant Europe important to the broader development of European history in the modern era?
 
In your answer, focus on two of the following four themes of the book:  
1. Tiennon’s economic activities (how he made a living and fed himself and his family) 
2. The relationship between Tiennon (and his family) and people of other social backgrounds (such as his landlords or the neighboring townspeople)
3. Tiennon’s interaction with state institutions (such as elections (once they began to be held), military service, railways, and education)
4. The religious and spiritual beliefs of Tiennon and his family.
 
Option 2:         A Room of One’s Own
 
This slim volume is one of the greatest English-language literary works of this century.  It is extraordinary as much in its beautiful, albeit extravagant writing as in its intelligence and nuanced understanding of the situation of English women (and the relations between men and women) in the 1920s.  For historians today, it provides a point of access to understand the construction and function of gender categories, and how they were understood in the early twentieth century.  Your task in this assignment is to write a probing analysis of Room using the following questions as the foundation of your essay.
 
In discussing “women and fiction,” what does Virginia Woolf tell us about the situation of women and men, and the relations between men and women, in England generally?  Specifically, what does Woolf propose as the road to women’s liberation?  What evidence/examples does Woolf use to argue her case?  Do you agree with her analysis of the situation?  (You should refer here to other readings for class and section that explore the question of women’s emancipation).
 
 
 
Late Paper Assignments and Make-Up Exams
 
Students must take the midterm and final exams at the scheduled times.  Students will be allowed to take a make-up exam only for urgent reasons, such as medical or legal emergency.  In such instances, students should, if possible, contact the instructor or DSL at least one day in advance.  The student will be expected to present written proof of the emergency, such as an official statement from the University Medical Center.  Without a valid excuse, students may be permitted (at the discretion of the DSL) to take a make-up exam.  However, their grade will be reduced by a full letter (e.g., an A will be dropped to a B) for each week that passes after the scheduled exam time.
 
Extensions for the paper are granted at the discretion of the DSL to those students presenting valid and verifiable excuses (again you will be expected to provide written documentation).  Students who are unable to fulfill assignments as scheduled for family, religious, or medical reasons must contact their DSL before the due date of the assignment.  Papers that are received late without just cause or without a previously approved excuse will be graded down by a full letter per day late. 
 
The pressures of other course work, employment, and extra-curricular activities do not constitute valid excuses for late assignments.  Note due dates on the syllabus and plan ahead.  If your DSL is not available to approve excuses, leave a message on his/her e-mail or office voice mail (failing that, you may leave a message for the professor on his e-mail or voice mail).  There is no provision in this course for additional papers for extra credit or to substitute for requirements.
 
 
Grade Reconsideration
A student who wishes reconsideration of his/her grade on an examination or paper should resubmit the assignment in its entirety to their DSL.  The exam/paper should be accompanied by a written exposition explaining why the grade is not an accurate appraisal of the work.  Appeals must be initiated within ten days after the paper/exams were returned to the class.  In reviewing a paper or exam on appeal, the DSL reserves the right either to raise, confirm, or lower the grade.
Students who have questions about their grades, or who wish grade reconsideration, must contact their DSL first before contacting the professor.
 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating
            Plagiarism, cheating, or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Plagiarism is theft.  Please read the attached definition of plagiarism (Appendix B from University Survey:  A Guidebook and Readings for New Students) And see the web sites: http://cstw.osu.edu/ and http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm.  If you do not understand what plagiarism entails as it is described in this excerpt from the student handbook, you should see your DSL before beginning any of these assignments.
 
Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.
 
Topics and Reading Assignments
 
Note:  Topics and reading assignments for lecture are typed in regular font style.  Discussion section topics and reading assignments are typed in italics.  In all cases, the assigned reading should be completed before attending lecture or discussion section.
 
 
Week I                        Introducing Modern Europe
January 3                      Introduction:  Europe, Peoples and Places
January 4                    Introduction to the Course and the Study of History
                                                Reading:  a) Rampolla, pp. 1-21, 34-38, 53-69
                                                                b) ETEP, “Introduction,” pp. i-xii.
 
January 5                      Christianity in Combat:  The Wars of Religion 
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 359-366, 403-408.
 
January 6                      Reading:  “The Age of Religious Wars” in ETEP (Read Introduction, Primary Sources, and Graphic/Visual Sources)
 
January 7                      How the Majority Lived:  Peasant Society and Culture 
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 513-520, 483-489
 
 
 
Week II                      “The Old Regimes”:  Politics and Colonialism in the 17th & 18th cc.
 
January 10                    Politics & State-Building in the 17th and 18th centuries:  I: Absolutism
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 408-424
 
January 11                  Reading: Coursepack,  “How the Majority Lived”
 
***   Map Quiz #1 handed out in Section   ***   
 
January 12                    Politics & State-Building in the 17th and 18th centuries:  II: 
Constitutionalism and Republicanism     
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 424-430                     
 
January 13                  Reading: Coursepack,  “Absolutism and the English Revolution”
 
***  Quiz #1 in Section ***
 
January 14                  Europe and the World:  Trade and Colonialism in the 17th & 18th centuries        
Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 368-398
 
 
Week III                     Expanding Horizons
 
January 17                    No Class —  Martin Luther King Day
                                                            
January 18                  Reading:  Coursepack, “Trade, Slavery, and Colonialism”
 
***   Map Quiz #1 due in Section   ***
 
January 19                    Changing Notions of the Universe: The Scientific Revolution
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 438-461
 
January 20                  Reading: Coursepack, “The Enlightenment”
 
*** Questions for Midterm Exam Handed Out in Section ***
 
January 21                    Revolution of the Mind:  The Enlightenment and its Diffusion
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 463-483.
 
 
 
 
Week IV                     Europe at a Political Watershed
 
January 24                    Power to the “People:”  Revolution in France
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 522-544
 
January 25                  Reading:  Coursepack, “The French Revolution”
 
January 26                    The French Revolution:  From the Terror to Napoleon
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 544-551
 
January 27                  Review Section for Midterm
                                      Reading: review Rampolla 34-38
 
January 28                    *** Midterm in class***
 
 
 
 
Week V                      The Great Transformation
 
January 31                    The Agricultural Revolution and the Beginnings of Industrialization
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 507-513.
 
February 1                  Reading:  “Labor in the Industrial Revolution” in ETEP (Read 
Introduction and Primary Sources)
 
February 2                   The Industrial Revolutions:  Steam and Electricity
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 552-565.
 
February 3                  Reading:  “Labor in the Industrial Revolution” in ETEP (Read 
Graphic/Visual Sources and Secondary Sources)
 
February 4                   Urbanization and Urban Life:  The Working and Middle Classes
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 566-577, 651-664.
 
 
 
Week VI                     Culture, Politics, and Society in the Nineteenth Century
 
February 7                   Politics in a New Key:  Conservatism and Liberalism before the 1848 Revolutions
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 579-601
 
February 8                  Reading: Emile Guillaumin, The Life of a Simple Man
            

February 9                   “Nothing to Lose But Their Chains”:  Mass Politics, Socialism and the Women’s Suffrage Movement  
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 591-593, 629-634, 658-661, 682-684.
 
February 10                Reading: Coursepack “Marx and Pankhurst”
 
***   Quiz #2 in Section   ***
***  Map Quiz #2 handed out in Section  ***
 
February 11                 Constructing New States, Forging New Identities:  Nationalism, Nation-                                                States, and Nation-Building
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 589-590, 616-629, 684-687
 
 
 
 
Week VII                   War and Empire:  “The White Man’s Burden”?
 
February 14                 The New Imperialism:  The Race for Empire, the Culture of Empire
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 690-699, 676-677.
 
**** Papers for The Life of a Simple Man due in Lecture ****
 
February 15                Reading: a) Coursepack: “Imperialism and Power,”  
   b) “Imperialism in Africa, 1875-1914” in ETEP (Read 
        Introduction, Primary Sources, and Graphic/Visual Sources)
 
February 16                 European Diplomacy and the Origins of World War I
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 700-712
                                                
February 17                Reading: “Modernism” in ETEP (View Graphic/Visual Sources)
 
**** Map Quiz #2 due in Section****
 
 February 18                Scorched Earth:  The Experiences of World War I
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 712-726.
 
 
 
 
Week VIII                  Europe Between the Wars: a Continent in Flux
February 21                 “Peace, Land, and Bread”:  Russia’s Revolutions
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 726-732
 
February 22                 Reading:  “The Russian Revolution” in ETEP (Read Introduction, Primary Source and Secondary Sources)
 
***   Quiz #3 in Section   ***
 
February 23                 The Roaring Twenties and the Search for Stability 
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 732-737, 739-742, 744-745, 762-764
 
February 24                Reading:  Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own
 
February 25     Economic Crises and the Rise of Fascism and Nazism
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 742-744, 746-754      
 
 
 
 
Week IX                     "The Age of Extremes"
 
February 28                 “Socialism in One Country”: The Soviet Union in the 1920s and 1930s
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 758-761
 
 
March 1                       Reading: Coursepack “An American in Stalin’s Soviet Union”
 
***   Final Exam Questions Handed Out in Section   ***
 
 
March 2                       “Total” and “Racial”:  Nazism in Practice           
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 754-758
 
****  Papers for A Room of One’s Own due in Lecture  ****
                                    
 
March 3                       Reading:  “National Socialism” in ETEP (Read Introduction, Primary 
                                                            Sources, Secondary Sources, and Graphic/Visual Sources)
 
**** Map Quiz #3 in Section****
 
March 4                       World War II and the Holocaust:
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 771-797
 
 
 
 
Week X                      Europe Divided and United
 
March 7                       The Holocaust and the Origins of the Cold War
                                                Reading:  Spielvogel, pp. 797-816
 
March 8                       Reading:  MAUS vols. I and II
 
March 9                       Western and Eastern Europe in the Aftermath of War
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 820-824, 826-834, 846-852
 
March 10                     Review Section for Final Exam
 
March 11                     The Collapse of Communism
                                                Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 816-819, 836-846
 
 
 
          Final Exam:   Monday, March 14,   9:30-11:18 am ,  in class
