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Syllabus 

HISTORY 121: AFRICAN CIVILIZATIONS TO 1870, WI07

Dr. Ousman M. Kobo

Ohio State University, Department of History
Office:  207D Dulles Hall

Phone: 247-2719

Emails: kobo.1@osu.edu/ omkobo@yahoo.com 
Office hours: TR 13:30-15:30 and by appointment
TAs

Henryatta Ballah and Christianna Thomas
Lectures
MWF
1130-1218 at Journalism Room 0300. 
Recitations
TR
1130-1230; 1230-1330
Course Summary and Objectives
This course seeks to answer the question:  Did civilizations exist in Africa prior to direct contacts with Europeans in the late 15th century?  We hope to answer the question in the affirmative by exploring diverse forms of precolonial African civilizations defined in terms of complex political organizations and cultural formations comparable to other world civilizations.  Since seldom do civilizations emerge in absolute vacuum, we will emphasize both the local origins of African political and social systems while considering the extent to which Africa borrowed from and localized external ideas.  We will also explore evidence of Africa’s contributions to other world civilizations.  Through trade and religious activities, Africa participated in the global exchange of ideas and goods.  Thus, contrary popular perceptions still prevailing among some Westerners, Africa was not isolated from the rest of the world until the era of European exploration, but rather part of the world wide web of commercial and cultural interactions.  

By completing the requirements for this African history survey, therefore, students will acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity. This knowledge will furnish students with the insights into the origins and nature of contemporary issues and a foundation for future comparative understanding of civilizations.  Students will also be able to think critically through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events and to apply that skill in careful analysis and appreciation of primary and secondary historical sources.  Course materials, lectures and recitations are designed to help students acquire or enhance their written and oral communication skills necessary for analyzing historical documents. 
Text books and other Materials 
The following are available for purchase at the University Bookstore: Kevin Shillington, History of Africa, Palgrave MacMillan; 2nd Rev Edition, 2005; Robert Harms, The Diligent: A Voyage through the Worlds of the Slave Trade, Basic Books, 2002; David Conrad, Sunjata: A West African Epic of the Mande Peoples, (Paperback). Hacket Publishing, 2004.  Other materials are placed on Carmen or can be accessed through JSTOR (jstor.org).
Course Requirements
3 Papers (1000 words each, 20% per paper) =60%
Three surprise quizzes=15% (Don’t panic! Just to ensure you attend lectures and follow the readings).
Recitation= 20% (Breakdown of attendance and participation to be determined by TA)
Map Quiz=5% 

Grading
92 and above=A
89-91=A-
87-88=
B+
83-86=B
80-82=B-

77-79=C+

74-76=C
70-73=C-
65-79=D+
62-64=D


Below 62=E


Please note:
Since the University does not record D minus grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.  The TAs and I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.

The following should help you understand how your papers will be graded:

"C” essays will clearly demonstrate understanding of the question and will include: an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis; a body of several paragraphs in which you offer evidence from the materials, lectures, and discussions to support your thesis; and a conclusion that reiterates your basic argument.

"B” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “C” essay plus more relevant data and analyses than is found in an average essay.

"A” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “B” essay plus more data and some indication of independent or extended thought.  In addition, an “A” essay will be clean of all minor grammatical errors and typos.

“D” and “E” essays:  We do not anticipate giving “D” and “E” grades but any essays that fall below the basic requirement for a “C” essay will certainly qualify for “D” or “E.”  
Discussion
You will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays with your TA who will answer questions and lead discussions about the lectures and readings.  You are required to do the assigned readings before coming to lecture and discussion sessions.  All papers and assignments are due at the beginning of discussion sessions on the date indicated.  The most important materials for discussion sessions are The Diligent and Sunjata in addition to other readings placed on Carmen and external websites such as JSTOR (www/jstor.org).  I have provided some questions to guide the discussions of pertinent materials but your TA is responsible for organizing the recitations and to pose questions that will elucidate the readings and lectures.  The discussion section is worth 20% of your final grade.  I therefore strongly recommend that you take your TA’s instructions very seriously.  Please, consult the instructor or your TA if you are having difficulties in the course.  We will make every effort to accommodate your needs in ways that will not give you undue advantage over your colleagues.  Our main responsibility is to help you succeed in this course so please take advantage of this opportunity.  You may find helpful hints on study strategies at http://all.successcenter.ohio-state.edu/
Late Papers 

In fairness to all students, a paper that is submitted late will receive one letter lower grade for each day of tardiness (e.g. from A to B).  Any paper submitted after three days of the due date without the instructor’s written permission will receive an automatic “E” grade.  Extension for the assigned papers will not be granted except in extraordinary and verifiable circumstances.  You must notify the instructor or your TA in advance if you need such an extension.  But you should understand that we reserve the right to determine the validity of your excuses. 
Attendance Policies
Regular attendance at lectures and discussion sessions is obligatory.  To enforce this requirements, attendance will be taken at the beginning of lectures and more than three unexcused absences will result in one point lower final grade (e.g. from A to A-).  This requirement refers only to lectures.  Your TA will have additional attendance requirement that must be complied with.

Basic Reading Strategies

First read the introduction and conclusion to identify the main arguments. Write these down. Read the entire texts quickly for details and supporting evidence.  Go back and read relevant parts of the introduction and conclusion, and then examine the evidence that support the argument.  Is the writer providing general information about a historical event or is s/he participating in a debate about a specific argument that historians have not agreed upon? What does the writer contribute to the larger literature? Are you convinced and why?  Write down what you have learned from the reading.  Speed reading is good but don’t read too fast to miss the main points.  Ignore difficult names that are not pertinent to the main idea.  Come to class with questions and be ready to participate in discussion.

Academic Misconduct
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of misconduct wherever committed, including but not limited to cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  I am required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee.  Please consult the Code of Student Conduct at (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp) for additional information.  Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.  
Disability Services
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

OSU Writing Center
Since your grade for this course will be largely determined by the quality of your writing, I strongly recommend that you make good use of the Writing Center.  Seeking assistance from the Writing Center DOES NOT constitute academic misconduct.  Consult the Center’s website for further information. http://cstw.osu.edu
Announcement from the Chair of Department of History

The Chair of the Department wants all students to know that they must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
Unit I:
The Geographical, Cultural and Political Landscapes

Week One
Introduction
W
1/3
Introduction, People and Geography




Read this syllabus carefully.


F
1/5
The history of “African History” 


Vansina, “Oral Tradition as History,” p 3-32 [Carmen] 

Discussion
Reconstructing Pre-Modern African History, 
Vansina, “Oral Tradition as History” p 3-32 [Carmen] and Sunjata, p xiv-xxxix 
Week Two
North Africa Before 1800

M
1/8
The Religious Landscape: Traditional African religions, Christianity and


Islam. Shillington, p 61-67; 71-76
W
1/10
Early Christian States of North-East Africa



Shillington, p 67-71; p 106-114. 
Map quiz on Thursday 1/11
F
1/12
Islamization of North Africa



Shillington, p 88-92; 156-168
Discussion
The above reading and chapters in Sunjata as determined by your TA. 
Week Three
West African Islamic States Before 1800
M
1/15
No Class, Martin Luther King Holiday

W
1/17
Sudanese Empires: Ghana and Mali 

Shillington, p 77-99 
F
1/19
Songhay and Borno

Shillington, p 99-104; 179-186

Discussion:
Ibn Khaldun on West Africa [Carmen].  Finish reading Sunjata. Using Sunjata  and Ibn Khaldun as sources of history, along with Vansina’s chapter (see week one), do you think oral tradition is a valid source for reconstructing the African past?  Are written and archeological sources free from bias and other methodological problems?
Week Four
West African States
M
1/22
The Decline of Songhay and the Rise of Jihadi States in Western Sudan 



Shillington, p 224-230

W
1/24
Non-Islamic States of West Africa Up to 1800: Benin and Oyo



Shillington, p 186-191
F
1/26
Ashanti and Dahomey



Shillington, p 191-194. Start Reading “The Diligent”
Discussion
Film:  Keita: The Heritage of the Griot (Part I)
First paper (Sunjata and historical methods) due Tuesday 1/30

Week Five
East-Central and Southern Africa Before 1870
M
1/29
The Swahili City States



Shillington, p 115-135
W
1/31
Great Zimbabwe and the Kongo Kingdom

Shillington ch 10 (p 136-155); ch 14 (p 195-208)
F
2/2
The Southern African states.


Shillington, ch 15 (p 210-223); ch 18 (p 256-272)
Discussion
Martin Hall, Farmers, Kings and Traders Ch 8 and 9 [Carmen]
Week Six
Unit II Africa and the larger Atlantic World 

M
2/5
Slavery and slave trade in global context 



The Diligent xi-xxi; 3-28
W
2/7
Trans-Atlantic slave trade 


Shillington ch 12 (p 169-178); The Diligent ch 4-12
F
2/9
Women and slavery



Robertson and Klein, “Women’s Importance in African Slave Systems.” [Carmen].
Discussion:
The assigned readings and F. Cooper “The Problem of Slavery in African Studies,” Journal of African History, 20, No. 1 (1979): p 103-26 [JSTOR]
Week Seven
Slavery and Slavery Trade: Thematic Case Studies

M
2/12
Slavery and slave trade: African perspective 


Joseph Miller, “The Production of People,” [Carmen]

W
2/14
Slavery and slave trade: Christian perspective 



Source to be provided
Second paper (myth-cracking) due Thursday 2/15

F
2/16
Slavery and slave trade: the Islamic perspective

Paul Lovejoy, “The Transformation of Slavery,” p 1-40.
Discussion:
What did slavery and slave trade mean to Africans? Compare Miller and Lovejoy. [Carmen] 
Unit III (1800-1870): Post-abolishing, legitimate trade and the scramble for Africa

Week Eight
The Fallacies of ‘Legitimate Commerce’


M
2/19
Abolishing of slave trade: African perspective
Shillington, p 230-239; 
W
2/21
Raw materials and the beginning of colonization
Shillington, ch 21 (301-316); ch 23 (332-347); 

F
2/23
Previous lecture continues


Shillington chs; ch.19 and 20 (p 273-300) 
Discussion
The assigned readings and George Brooks, “Peanuts and Colonialism: Consequences of the Commercialization of Peanut in French West Africa, 1830-1870,” JAH 16, No. 1 (1975): 29-54 [JSTOR].  
Week Nine
Prelude to Partition of Africa

M
2/26
African perspective of the abolishing of the slave trade
Christopher Fyfe, “Reform in West Africa: the Abolishing of the Slave Trade.” [Carmen]
W
2/28
European explorers and African elites

Shillington, chs. 21 and 22 (p 301-330)
F
3/2
Slavery and the question of labor
Gerald McSheffrey, “Slavery, Indentured Servitude, Legitimate Trade and the Impact of Abolishing in the Gold Coast (Ghana) 1874-1901,” Journal of African History, 24, No. 3 (1983) p 349-68, 1983 [JSTOR]
Discussion:
Discuss European colonialists’ attitudes toward emancipation. Read Suzanne Miers, “Slavery and Slave Trade as International Issues, 1890-1939” and Dennis Cordell, “No Liberty, Not Much Equality and Very Little Fraternity,” [Carmen]
Week Ten
Summary  

M
3/5
African cultural influences in the Americas


Finish reading The Diligent 

W
3/7
Women in African history
Ifi Amediume, “Reinventing Africa: Matriarchy, Religion and Culture,” chs. 4 and 7 [Carmen]
F
3/9
Summary

Discussion:
Ifi Amediume, “Reinventing Africa: Matriarchy, Religion and Culture,”  . Finish discussing The Diligent in preparation for your final exam.
Final Take Home Exam (on The Diligent) due on date of our scheduled final.
This syllabus may be revised if necessary and students will be informed of such revision in advance.  We hope you’ll find this course intellectually stimulating.

