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BSD/HISTORY 122: African Civilization, 1870 to the Present

Description

This is the second of two courses in a series designed to provide an introduction to African civilization. While the first in the series looked essentially at precolonial Africa, this course picks up from the conquest of Africa leading to colonial rule starting at the end of the last century, and the resistance to this conquest. It examines the economic, political, social and psychological ramifications of colonial rule in the first half of the twentieth century. The movement towards independence and the emergence of new nations by 1960 would lead us into some of the current problems of Africa - economic decline, military rule, drought and desertification, urbanization and gender issues.

Readings

Afigbo, Ayandele, Gavin, Omer-Cooper, Palmer, The Making of Modern Africa, volume II, The Twentieth Century.
M. Kwamena-Poh, African History in Maps
Chinua Achebe, A Man of the People

Requirements

Attendance at class sessions is mandatory. More than five absences from the lectures will result in a loss of the ten percent allocated for attendance.

The components of the final grade include:

1. One multiple choice test after the first two weeks. There will be no make-up for this test.
2. One mid term essay test. Two questions will be given out a week in advance and one of these will be selected a week later to be written in class. Missing the mid term automatically disqualifies the student from getting an `A' for that test. The Instructor will have to be notified of failure to take the test not later than a week after the test is administered. If an excuse provided is found acceptable, a make up test will earn the student a lower grade.
3. A final multiple choice test and two short answer essays will constitute the last piece of work Recitation work, comprising ten percent of the final grades, will include an essay on the novel A Man of the People, and somemap quiz work. 

Grades will be computed as follows:
First multiple choice 15%
Mid term essay test 30%
Attendance 10%
Recitation 10%
Second multiple choice test 15%
Short answer essay test 20%
WEEKLY SCHEDULES
WEEK 1
First Segment
The scramble for and partition of Africa
Resistance to the imposition of colonial rule
Non-violent resistance 
Readings:
Afigbo etc, Modern Africa, chap. 9, pp. 233-8; chap. 11, pp. 294-300
Kwamena-Poh Maps, chaps. 24-29, pp. 46-56 
Second Segment
Colonial administration and African reactions
British, French, Portuguese, Belgian 
Readings:
Afigbo, etc. Modern Africa chap. 1, pp. 1-14 
WEEK 2
First Segment
The colonial economy
Early practice; mobilization of labor; post world war II changes 
Readings:
Kwamena-Poh, etc. African History... chaps. 30-32, pp. 58-63
West Africa
Afigbo, etc, Modern Africa chap. 1, pp. 14-21
Central Africa
Afigbo, etc, Modern Africa, pp. 240-249; 250-253; 257-259
East Africa and Congo (Middle Africa)
Afigbo, etc, Modern Africa chap. 11, pp. 294-310 
Multiple choice test
Second Segment
Social Change; Christianity, western education, urbanization
The new elite and the psychology of colonialism
Independent churches and religious protest 
Film presentation
Readings:
Afigbo, etc. Modern Africa, chap. 1, pp. 21-26; chap. 9, pp.243-245, 250-256; chap. 12, pp. 313-320 
WEEK 3
First Segment
South Africa -- From diamonds to union; the movement of apartheid
Readings:
Afigbo, Modern Africa, chap. 7
Midterm
Second Segment
Decolonization
Readings:
General -- Afigbo, Modern Africa, chap. 2
North Africa (including Ethiopia) -- Afigbo, etc. Modern Africa chap. 6, pp. 138-155
East Africa - Kenya, Tanzania -- Afigbo, etc. Modern Africa, chap. 12, pp. 327-336
WEEK 4
First Segment:
Liberation struggles in southern Africa
Readings
Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), Mozambique -- Afigbo, Modern Africa, chap. 10, pp. 264-285
Angola -- Afigbo, etc. Modern Africa, chap. 12, pp. 350-4
South Africa and Namibia -- Afigbo, etc. Modern Africa, chap. 8
Second Segment
Post-independence political economy. Military rule
Readings:
West Africa -- Afigbo, etc. Modern Africa, chap. 3
Central Africa -- Afigbo, etc. Modern Africa, chap. 10, pp. 286-293; chap. 13
WEEK 5
First Segment
Dependence and Social Change The debt crisis; urbanization; regional organizations
Second Segment
Review
Final Exam 


