History 151: American Civilization to 1877 
Knowton Hall 250 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:30-11:18 
 
Professor John Brooke [257 Dulles Hall; Brooke.10@osu.edu; 292-8757]
Office Hours: Monday: 1:00-3:00, Wednesday, 11:30-1:00
Teaching Assistants: Rachael Ball, Alison Efford, Chris LaHue, Larry Skillin 
 
An introduction to the history of the United States from earliest colonization to the era of the Civil War, surveying the development of American society, economy, culture, and politics.  The emphasis of this course will be to sketch the large patterns of American history, to engage with historians’ efforts to understand and interpret the meaning of this past, and to introduce some of the key approaches to historical study of the American past.   
 
Objectives: We will work with you as you develop your capacities in these three areas: 
1. a stronger ability to assess and think critically about historical issues and the ways that they might be interpreted; 
2. a basic factual and thematic knowledge of this period and place in the past; 
3. a stronger ability to analyze historical information and to reach informed conclusions about that information. 
 
This course satisfies part of the GEC History Requirement. 
 
Assigned Readings: All books are available at the OSU Book Store, SBX, and other bookstores: 
 
Brinkley, Alan. The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People (Vol. 1; 4th Ed).

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
Retrieving the American Past   (RTAP)  (custom volume for H151/Brooke/Autumn 2004)
 
Assignments: 
In-class midterm, covering Part 1, will be taken in October 15
Take-home paper, covering Part 2, will be due November 9 
Final exam, covering Part 3, in a cumulative perspective, Thursday, December 9, 7:30-9:18AM.  
 
Grading: 
Midterm:                       20% 
Part 2 Paper:                 25%
Final:                             35%
Section participation:    20%
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the instructor or the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student. 
 
Late papers or makeup exams will only be arranged in circumstances of personal injury or family emergency, and must be pre-approved by your teaching assistant, in consultation with the instructor, who may ask for documentation. 
 
Any student needing accommodation based on the impact of a disability should meet with the instructor soon, and should contact the Office for Disability Services (292-3307 or 292-0901;150 Pomerene).
 
 
Note on plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a form of intellectual theft, and will not be tolerated. 

See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: http://cstw.osu.edu/ especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm  .
Be forewarned that cases of academic misconduct will be handled by the appropriate University committee.
Sections: 
The sections will be a vital part of this course.  The section leaders, all advanced graduate students in the history doctoral program, will lead discussions of the readings aimed to integrate them with the themes of the lectures, assign additional quizzes on a timely basis, and prepare you for the mid-term, take-home papers, and final.  
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Please note: This syllabus, updated as necessary, as well as lecture outlines, documents, assignments, etc., is posted on the WebCT system at: http://class.osu.edu/  .
 
 
Schedule of Lecture topics, readings, and written assignments: 
 
Readings should be completed at the latest in time for section on the date indicated: 
 
PART I: COLONIES IN AN ATLANTIC WORLD
Sept. 22, 24, 27: Origins and Encounters   
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 2-25                                                            [Sept. 23- 28]
Andrien, “the Historical Legacies of Christopher Columbus,” in RTAP, 1-34   [Sept. 28]
 
Sept. 29, Oct. 1, 4: Coastal Settlements, 1607-1692    
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 26-57                                                           [Sept. 30]
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 76-78                                                            [Oct. 5]
Pestana, “The Salem Witchcraft Scare,” in RTAP, 35-72                                  [Oct. 5]
 
Oct. 6, 8, 11, 13: Provincial Societies and the opening of the Imperial Crisis, 1689-1770  
Note: several documents for this section are posted in the WebCT site.  Your TA will have section specific assignments. 

Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 58-59, 69-74                                                  [Oct. 7]
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 60-68, 74-76, 79-96                                      [Oct. 12]
Lambert, “Great Awakening,” in RTAP,  73-108                                               [Oct. 12]
Choose a document/discussion in the PBS website on colonial slavery: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/narrative.html .  
       Your TA will have specific instructions.                                                      [Oct. 12]
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 97-103                                                           [Oct. 14]
Midterm review in section: Oct. 14
 
The midterm on Part 1 will be given in lecture on October 15.  
 
 
PART II: REVOLUTION AND NATION, 1770-1815 
Note: several very short additional readings will be posted in the WebCT site. 

 

Oct. 18, 20: Crisis, War, and Revolution, 1770-1783 
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 103-137                                                           [Oct. 19]
Materials for a social history of Ohio in the Revolution and the Early American Republic:   
http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/ohc/index.shtml  [choose “topic”; then click on “Historic Ohio”; you will want to look at materials in “Historic Indian,” “Paths to Statehood,” and “Early Statehood.”]   Your TA will have specific instructions.                      [Oct. 21]
 
Oct. 22, 25: The Struggle over the Constitution, 1780s 
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 138-153                                                            [Oct .26]
Cornell, “The Struggle over the Constitution,” in RTAP, 109-145                       [Oct. 26]
 
Oct. 27, 29, Nov. 1: The New Republic, 1789-1815 
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 154-198                                                [Oct. 28-Nov. 2]
Hurt, “Midwest,” in RTAP,  145-180                                                                  [Nov. 2]
 
The paper on part II, will be a paper discussing the life of fictional character born around 1745 and dying in Franklin Co., Ohio, in 1816. You will receive a set of instructions regarding the topics to be covered writing this paper.  The paper will be discussed in sections, and due November 9. 
 
 

 

PART III: DEMOCRACY? 
 
Nov. 3, 5, 8: Economy and politics in an expanding nation, 1815-1840  
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation,  200-216, 248-286                                        [Nov. 4]
Van Tyne, “Labor,” in RTAP,  253-285                                                             [Nov. 4] 
 
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 217-45                                                          [Nov. 9]
Feller, “Jacksonian Democracy,” in RTAP, 181-218                                          [Nov. 9]
 
Nov. 11: Veterans Day – no sections 
Nov. 12: No Lecture 
 
Nov. 10, 15, 17: The Ferment of Reform in a complex nation, 1820s-1850s  
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 304-320                                                       [Nov. 16]
Hartmann, “The First Women’s Right’s Movement,” in RTAP, 219-253        [Nov. 16]
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 286-301, 320-328                                         [Nov. 16] 
  
Dillon, “Abolitionism,” in RTAP, 285-317                                                        [Nov. 18]
Frederick Douglass, Narrative, quick reaction paper due in section                   [Nov. 18]
 
Nov. 19, 22, 24: Slavery and American Politics, 1821-1861 
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 211-3, 330-352                                           [Nov. 18]
 
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 352-358                                                       [Nov. 23]
Anbinder, “The Political Crisis of the 1850s,” in RTAP, 319-363                    [Nov. 23]
 
 
Nov. 29, Dec. 1, 3: Civil War and Reconstruction, 1861-1877
Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 360-427                                                      [Nov. 30]
 
Emancipation Proclamation, Gettysburg Address [WebCT docs.                     [Dec. 2]
Benedict, “The Struggle for Black Rights,” in RTAP,  363-397                       [Dec. 2]
 
Dec. 9: Final exam, covering Part 3, in a cumulative perspective, Thursday, December 9, 7:30-9:18AM.  
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