HISTORY 151

AUTUMN 2005

AMERICAN CIVILIZATION, 1607-1877

Monday and Wednesday, 5:30-7:18

Instructor:  Russ Coil




Teaching Assistants:

334 Dulles Hall




Robert Clemm – clemm.1@osu.edu

230 W 17th Ave




Mark Rice – rice.383@osu.edu

Office Hours:  by appointment

e-mail:  coil.5@osu.edu
History Department Main Office:  292-2674

REQUIRED BOOKS


1)  Devine, Breen, Fredrickson & Williams, The American Story, Vol. 1, 2nd ed. 


2)  Twain, Mark, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
3)  Retrieving the American Past (edited by R. Coil – There are several editions out there, so be sure to buy this specific edition.)

At a minimum, the textbooks should be available at SBX, but please check other campus area bookstores and the internet.  Copies of each book are also on reserve at the Main Library.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

History 151 is an introduction to American civilization from the age of exploration and colonization through the Civil War and Reconstruction.  This course focuses on central themes and issues in the development of the United States:  economic and geographic expansion; institutional development; cultural change; systems of labor; and the spread of democracy.  Topics treated in this course include:  exploration and colonization, early America and the British empire; the American Revolution; the establishment of a new nation; the era of Andrew Jackson; technological, industrial, and transportation revolutions; social and cultural life in 17th, 18th, and 19th century America; slavery, expansion, regionalism, and sectional crisis; the Civil War and Reconstruction.

This course will satisfy a GEC requirement.
ACADEMIC OBJECTIVES

The Department of History would like you to:

1)  gain basic factual knowledge of this historical period.  Can you describe the different motivations that drove European settlement of North America?  Can you tell the difference between the Preamble to the Constitution and the opening paragraph of the Declaration of Independence?  Can you list and explain causes of the Civil War?

2)  organize information.  Can you make an assertion and discuss at least one relevant example to explain/prove your point?  Can you sustain that process during an oral presentation or throughout several pages of writing?

3  analyze historical data and document change over time and place.  Can you use primary sources to help you explain who did what, where, and when?

4)  think critically.  Do you ask questions of the information you hear or read?  Are you aware of your own premises and biases?  Can you confirm or challenge the observations, facts, inferences, assumptions, opinions, arguments of, for example, Mark Twain?  Do you seek out information to challenge or confirm your premises/biases and those of others?

ENROLLMENT
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the instructor or department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Disability Services
Students who feel they need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office of Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office of Disability Services, you may do so at 292-3307 (voice) or 292-0901 (TDD).

EXAMINATIONS
There will be three exams:  two midterms and one final.  Each exam will be part in-class objective and part take-home essay.  The exams will cover all aspects of the class:  lectures, textbooks, primary source readings, images, videos.  A study sheet will be provided one week prior to each exam.  The first midterm will be on Wednesday October 12 (25% of total grade) and will cover chapters 1-5 of The American Story, and any lectures and videos to that point.  The second exam will be on Wednesday, November 2 (30% of total grade) and will cover chapters 6-10 of The American Story, and any lectures, RTAP readings and videos since the midterm.  The final exam is on Monday December 5 (35% of total grade) and will cover chapters 11-16, all of Huck Finn, and any lectures, RTAP readings, and videos since the second exam.

Note on plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a form of intellectual theft, and will not be tolerated. See these web sites for information on plagiarism and writing handouts:http://cstw.osu.edu/ and http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm. Academic misconduct will be handled by the appropriate University committee.
MAKE-UP EXAMS
If you find it necessary to miss an examination, you must contact the course instructor before the exam in order to take a make-up exam.  The date, time, and place for the make-up is determined by Department of History.  The student must rearrange his/her schedule to meet the Department’s schedule.

ATTENDANCE SUMMARIES

Attendance constitutes 10 percent of your final grade.  I will take attendance at every lecture.  You will earn the percentage you attend:  if you attend ¾ of the time you will earn a 75; if 9/10 of the time, a 90, and so on.  I will take attendance by passing out cards at the end of the lecture.  You will write your name, the name of your TA, and offer a summary – in sentence form – of what you learned that day.  As you leave, return the cards to your TA or to me.

METHOD OF DETERMINING FINAL GRADE
Here is the grading scale.  Grades are NOT curved.

A = 93-100

	First Exam


           25% (October 12)

	

	Second Exam



30% (November 2)

	

	Final Exam



35% (December 5)

	

	Attendance



10% 


A- = 90-92

B+ = 88-89

B = 83-87

B- = 80-82

C+ = 78-79

C = 73-77

C- = 70-72

D+ = 68-69

D = 62-67

E = 61 and below

Grading Your Exams: Most of your grade depends on how well you communicate in writing.  For the course grade, I reserve the right to consider how well you participate in class discussions and to include discussion material on the exams. Generally speaking:

"C” essays will include: an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis; a body of several paragraphs in which you offer evidence from the readings, lectures, and discussions to support your thesis; and a conclusion that reiterates your basic argument.

"B” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “C” essay plus more relevant data and analyses than is found in an average essay.

"A” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “B” essay plus more data and some indication of independent or extended thought.

As for “D” and “E” essays: usually, these essays do not include a viable thesis and/or they do not include very much information from the course.

The TAs will grade your exams, so please consult with them on a regular basis.  Plan to visit me and your TA throughout the quarter.   I retain responsibility for any grade-related, course related decisions.  The TAs and I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.

Always ask questions and always seek help.  If you need help with your writing, you can also use the University’s Writing Center.  Here is their website:  http://cstw.osu.edu
SCHEDULE OF READINGS

Week One

W:  Course Intro; Chapter One, American Story (AS), New World Encounters

Week Two

M:  Chapter 2, AS, “England’s Colonial Experiments:  The Seventeenth Century”  

W:  Chapter 3, AS, “Putting Down Roots:  Families in an Atlantic Empire;”
Week Three

M:  Chapter 4, AS, “Frontiers of Empire:  Eighteenth Century America”

W:  Chapter 5. AS:  “The American Revolution:  From Gentry Protest to Popular Revolt, 1763-1783

Week Four

M:  Declaration of Independence, AS, pages A3-A5 

W:  First Exam (October 12)

Week Five:

M:  Chapter 6, AS, “The Republican Experiment” and the Constitution, pages A6-A16

W:  Chapters 7, AS, “Democracy in Distress:  The Violence of Party Politics, 1788-1800”

Week Six:

M: Chapter 8, AS, “Jeffersonian Ascendance,” RTAP, Chapter 1, Lewis and Clark expedition

W:  Chapter 9, AS, “Nation Building and Nationalism,” RTAP, Chapter 2, The Settlement of the Midwest

Week Seven:

M:  Chapter 10 AS, “The Triumph of White Men’s Democracy” 

W:  Second Exam (November 2) Chapters 12, AS, “An Age of Expansionism”

Week Eight

M:  Chapter 11, AS, “The Pursuit of Perfection” and 

W:  Chapter 12, AS, “Master and Slave”

Week Nine:

M:  Chapters 13 AS, “An Age of Expansionism,”

W:  RTAP, Chapters 3-5, “Manifest Destiny, Remember the Alamo, and The Mexican-American War”

Week Ten:

M: Chapter 14, AS, “The Sectional Crisis” and Chapter 15, AS, “Secession and the Civil War,” and Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address (from handout)

W:  Catch up

Week Eleven:

M:  Chapter 16, AS, “The Agony of Reconstruction”

W:  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, all

Week 12

M:  Final Exam (Monday, December 5, 5:30pm)
