HISTORY 151: FALL 2003
(10507)
 
AMERICAN CIVILIZATION, 1607-1877
 
9:30 to 10:18 (2 periods) Tuesday and Thursday
 
 
PROFESSOR WARREN VAN TINE
Office Hours: 10:30 to 12:00 Tues. and Thurs.
Room 246 Dulles Hall
230 W. 17th Ave.
e-mail:  vantine.1@osu.edu
292-2537
 
Teaching assistants:  R. Ball, K. Hill, and J. Powell  (offices in Dulles Hall)
 
Required Books:  
 
 1)  Devine, Breen, Fredrickson & Williams, THE AMERICAN STORY, Vol. 1 (AS)
 
2)  John R.M. Wilson, FORGING THE AMERICAN CHARACTER, Vol. 1, 4th ed. (FAC)
                                    
Course Description:
            History 151 is an introduction to American civilization from the age of exploration and colonization through the Civil War and Reconstruction.  The course focuses on central themes and issues in the development of American growth, institutional change, cultural development, and political democracy as Americans faced them in the past.  Themes treated in the course include: exploration and colonization; early America and the British Empire; the American Revolution; establishing the new nation; the era of Andrew Jackson; technological, industrial, and transportation revolutions; social and cultural life in 19th century America; expansion and sectional crisis; the Civil War and Reconstruction.
 
This course will satisfy a GEC Requirement
 
Academic Objectives:
            We want you to develop the following skills and competencies:
 
1.         To develop the ability to assess and think critically about historical issues and how people interpret those issues;
 
2.         To gain a basic factual knowledge of this historical period;
 
3.         To develop some skills in analyzing historical data and reaching informed conclusions about those data.
 
Enrollment: All students must be officially enrolled in the course by October 2st.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the instructor or department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
Disability Services:  Students who feel they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies. If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, you may do so at: 292-3307 (V) or 292-0901 (TDD).
 
Examinations:
            There will be one midterm examination and a final exam.  Each exam will be half objective and half essay and will cover material from the lecturers, textbook.  A study sheet will be provided one week before each exam.
 
Make-up Exam Policy:
            If you find it necessary to miss an examination, you must contact the course instructor or your TA by the next day in order to take a make-up exam.  The date and time for any make-up will be announced in class.  It will follow the same form as the regular exam.

 
Daily reading summaries:  
            As you leave class after each session, you will hand your designated TA a one page, typed double spaced typed summary of the day’s assigned reading from Forging the American Character.  The summary should indicate the main argument of the essay and the key points brought up in support.  Each summary is worth up to 2 points and MUST be turned in on time.  No late summaries will be accepted unless Professor Van Tine agrees to special circumstances.
 
Attendance/Absence

            Attendance is expected!  Class time constitutes an important component in learning history.  During lectures, discussions, and audio-visual presentations material is presented that may not be covered by the exams.  Consequently submission of your summary each class period not only evaluates your reading of Forging but serves as a tool for measuring attendance.   This is why the summaries must be turned in on time and the privilege of turning in a late summary will be closely monitored.
 
Method of Determining Final Course Grade:                                                                           
 
Grading is based on a total of 100 points and is not curved.  100-92 = A; 91-90 = A-; 89-88 = B+; 87-82 = B; 81-80 = B-; 79-78 = C+; 77-72 = C; 71-70 = C-; 69-68 =D+; 67-62 = D; 61-60 = D-; 59 and below = E
            
Midterm exam:                      35%  (Oct. 28)
Final exam:                            35%  (early—Dec. 4; reg.—Dec. 10)
Daily Summaries:                 30%  
 
 
 
Assignments:
 
Thurs. Sept. 25:  Introduction, Lecture: “Columbus: A man and his times.” 
 
Tues. Sept 30:  Lecture: “Jamestown and a Crisis of Culture”. Read AS, Ch. 1 and write summary on either FAC, Chs. 1, 2,or 3 (write your summary on one of them).
 
Thurs. Oct. 2:  Lecture: “Slavery: Forced and Voluntary.” Read AS, Ch. 2 & 3 and write summary on  FAC, Ch. 4.
 
Tues. Oct. 7:  Lecture: “Religion, Reason, and Revolution.” Read AS, Ch. 4 and write summary on  FAC, Ch. 6.
 
Thurs. Oct. 9:  Lecture: “Road to Revolution.”  Film: Read AS, Ch. 5, and write summary on FAC, Ch.7
 
Tues. Oct. 14:  Lecture:  “An Unstable Nation,1778-1800.” Read AS, Ch. 6 & 7 and write summary on FAC, Ch. 8. 
 
Thurs. Oct. 16:  Lecture: “Coming Together, 1801-1924.”  Read AS, Ch. 8 and write summary on  FAC, Ch. 10.
 
Tues. Oct. 21: Distribute and Discuss Midterm Study Sheet.  Lecture:  “The Libertine Spirit and Industrial Morality.” Read: AS, Ch. 9 (No summary due)
 
Thurs. Oct. 23:  Lecture: “The Trail of Tears.”Read and summarize, FAC, Ch. 11
 
Tues. Oct. 28:  Midterm exam. 
 
Thurs. Oct. 30:  Lecture: “Democracy for the White Man”, AS, Ch. 10 FAC, Ch. 9
 
Tues. Nov. 4: Lecture:  “Antebellum Slavery.” Read, AS, Ch. 13 and FAC, Ch. 12
 
Thurs Nov. 6:  Lecture:  “Slavery Attacked and Defended.” AS, Ch. 11 FAC, Ch. 5
 
Tues Nov. 11:  Lecture:  “Expansion, Texas & War.” AS, Ch. 12, FAC, Ch. 13
 
 Thurs. Nov. 13:  Lecture:  “Politics of Sectionalism.”  Read AS, Ch. 14 (No summary due)
 
Tues. Nov. 18:  Lecture:  “Slavocracy vs. Northern Tyranny.” Summary on FAC, Ch. 14
 
 Thurs. Nov. 20: Lecture:  “”And the War Came’.” Read AS, Ch. 15, and summary on FAC, Ch. 15
 
 
Tues. Nov. 25: Distribute and Discuss Final Exam Study Sheet.  Lecture:  “The Blood Road to Appomattox.” (No summary due)
 
Thursday Thanksgiving
 
 
Tues. Dec. 2: Lecture “Reconstruction: The Path of Betrayal.” Read AS, Ch. 16 and summary on FAC, Ch. 16
 
Thurs. Dec. 4: Optional Early Final
 
 
Wed. Dec. 10:  Regularly Scheduled Final Exam (9:30 to 11:30)
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