History 152 - American Civilization from 1877-Present
 
Instructor:        Susan Dawson
Class Time:   Monday-Friday, 8:30-9:18am
Classroom:    Stillman Hall, 145
Office:             Dulles 235
Office Hours:  Tuesday 9:30-10:30am, or by appointment
email:              dawsonsed@yahoo.com
 
Course Description
 
This course is the second half of the GEC United States History sequence at the Ohio State University. In this class, we will discuss the important trends and current debates in modern American history from the end of Reconstruction to the present. We will take a thematic and a chronological approach to the topic, broadly focusing on how race, class, and gender have affected the development of American politics, society, and the economy. Students can expect to develop an understanding of the basic narrative of the American experience in a global context.
 
Requirements
 
All students must be officially enrolled in this course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add this course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student. 
 
If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible. At the appointment, we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations. I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing strategies to meet those needs. Students who have not previously contacted the Office of Disability Services are encouraged to do so.
 
1.      Assigned Books: (Available at Long’s, SBX, University bookstores)

-These books are sold in a bundle, but feel free to try and find used books if you can (I always advocate saving money. The bundle should save you some money – it is cheaper than separately buying each book.

 

Faragher, et. al. Out of Many: A History of the American People, Volume II. Prentice Hall: New York, 2005. ISBN: 0-13-150255-7.
 
Retrieving the American Past. Ohio State University, 2004.
 
2. Grading
Grades will be based on a midterm, a 5-7 page paper, class participation and attendance, and a final. There will be opportunities throughout the quarter for extra credit, to be determined at the discretion of the instructor. Because this is a ten-week course, it is intensive, and attendance (on-time) is therefore, mandatory. I do not accept late papers or give make up exams except in the case of a documented emergency. (Work, for example, is not an emergency - a car accident is an emergency).
 
Midterm:                             25%
Paper:                                 25%
Attendance/Participation:     10%
Final:                                   40%
 
3. Conduct
 
There will be many opportunities to discuss historical issues in class, and because of this, it is essential that students keep up with the assigned readings. Please come to class on time, and if it is necessary to leave early, please notify me before class starts. During the lecture, cell-phones should be turned off or to vibrate, and should remain unanswered unless it is an emergency. (Also, do not use your cell phones to text message other people). All papers (newspapers, books, etc.) not pertaining to this class also need to be put away. Do not talk to fellow students when I am lecturing. If you feel uncomfortable participating in group discussions during the lecture, please do not hesitate to tell me – we can work together to accordingly adjust participation grades. Finally, please feel free to stop me at any time to ask questions. You may email me at any time.
 
Tentative Schedule (Subject to change at the discretion of the instructor):
 
Week One (January 3-7): Reconstruction and the New South; Conquering the West
_          Out of Many, Chapters 17-18
 
Week Two (January 10-14): The Industrial Age
_          Out of Many, Chapter 19
 
Week Three (January 17-21): Imperialism Abroad, Reform at Home
_          Out of Many, Chapters 20-21
 
Week Four (January 24-28): War and Isolation
_          Out of Many, Chapters 22-23
 
Week Five (January 31-February 4): Depression, The New Deal and World War II
_          Out of Many, Chapters 24-25
_          Midterm, Thursday February 3
 
Week Six (February 7-11): The Cold War and the Affluent Society
_          Out of Many, Chapter 26
 
Week Seven (February 14-18): Hot Wars and the Cold War
_          Out of Many, Chapter 27
_          Papers Due, Thursday February 17
 
Week Eight (February 21-25): The Rise and Decline of the Liberal State 
_          Out of Many, Chapter 28
 
Week Nine (February 28-March 4): The Rise of Conservatism 
_          Out of Many, Chapters 29-30
 
Week Ten (March 7-11): The Age of Globalization
_          Out of Many, Chapter 31
 
Final: Wednesday March 16, 7:30-9:18am, Stillman Hall 145
 
