	HISTORY 301
ANCIENT MEDITERRANEAN CIVILIZATION

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS: First three are available at SBX.
1. William Sinnigen and Charles Robinson, Ancient History (Macmillan). 
2. Nels Bailkey, Readings in Ancient History, 5th ed. (Heath). 
3. Moses Finley, Aspects in Antiquity (Penguin). 
4. Balcer, History 301, Ancient Mediterranean Civilization (CopÐEx Bricker Hall Basement). THIS IS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY, FOR TOMORROW. BRING IT TO EVERY CLASS, PLEASE! 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: A survey of the development of Greek and Roman civilizations, from the beginnings of urbanization in Crete and Bronze Age Greece to the barbarian invasions and the change of the Western Roman Empire (c.2000 B.C. to A.D. c.325). The course will introduce the student to the cultural achievements of the ancient Greeks and Romans; to the questions of how ancient Mediterranean women and men struggled with themselves, their ideas, their institutions; and to the techniques and crafts of the Ancient Historian towards one's own analysis of the ancient documents and institutions. The purpose and goals of this course are the following:
To provide an introduction to (and not a detailed study of) the history of the ancient Mediterranean world, and to help the student acquire an understanding and appreciation of the culture and the achievements of the ancient Greeks and Romans in historical context and developments. 
To provide an introduction to ancient history as a discipline ÐÐ what it is and how the historian works. 
To discuss a number of major themes of perennial interest: people's relationship with people, people's relationship to the state (polls and urbs), and people's relationship to the gods (philosophy and theology). In short, we shall try to understand how the ancient Mediterranean women and men ticked; and if we begin to understand others ÐÐ specifically the Greeks and Romans as the founders of western civilization ÐÐ perhaps we can understand ourselves better. 
To accomplish these goals, the course has been organized into four component parts:
The textbooks (Sinnigen and Finley) that will provide the student with the essential material and interpretations of that material. 
The Lectures that will interpret this material, and often in different modes and often with variant interpretations. 
The primary source readings of the ancients themselves speaking (Bailkey and the Select Readings for Ancient Mediterranean Civilization /CopÐEz/) that will present the student with firstÐhand information from the ancient world to be analyzed and sythesized into the lectures and the textbook readings. 
The examinations and the term paper will allow the student to demonstrate her or his ability to carry out HISTORICAL ANALYSIS. Those of you who have taken courses in the Department of Greek and Latin will now see how all of this finally comes together and makes sense in the greater picture of Western Civilization. 
EXAMS: The first exam will be held on Thursday, 17 April; the second exam will be held on Thursday, 8 May; and the comprehensive final examination is scheduled for Monday, 9 June.
GRADES: For each hour in class at least two hours of preparation are expected from the student. In order to understand the lectures, the assignments in Sinnigen must be read prior to that hour. Attendance at all classes is MANDATORY. In order to understand, the sections in Finley, Bailkey, and the Select Readings must be carefully read, outlined, and studied, before the designated day. There will be two hour examinations in the course of the term (dates noted herein; each exam to have 3 or 4 short essays to discuss the historical significance of key topics, things, people, and/or documents; and one of the two longer essay questions on major themes or items), each examination will constitute 20% of the final grade. The final and comprehensive essay examination (first hour formal similar to the hour examinations; second hour format one out of two hour long essay questions) will constitute 40% of your final grade. In addition, there will be a term paper worth 20%, for more information about the paper see below. It is not a matter of how you do early in the course but rather did you improve. The University and I consider the average grade to be C. The term paper will be due at the beginning of the class on Thursday, 22 May 1997. PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT YOUR PAPER TO THE DEPARTMENT AT ANY OTHER TIME!!!!!
Class schedule
31 March 1997. Introduction to Ancient History. Finley, "Desperately Foreign"; Sinnigen pp. 97Ð110, + 25Ð93. Bailkey #7, pp. 30Ð38; #17.D, pp. 81Ð86; Select Readings #1, TiglathÐPileser I.
1 April. The Minoans.
2 April. The Mycenaeans. Select Readings #3, Linear B Tablet; Finley, "Rediscovery of Crete," and "Lost: The Trojan War."
3 April. Homer.
Sinnigen, pp. 111Ð127, and pp. 133Ð145.
7 April. Archaic Age of Revolution.
8 April. Historical Use of the Homeric Epics and Poetry. Bailkey, #18Ð20, pp. 120Ð151.
9 April. Sparta. Bailkey, #25, pp. 177Ð185.
10 April. Athens.
Sinnigen, pp. 127Ð132, 146Ð184, and 206Ð225; Bailkey #22Ð23,
pp. 159Ð168; Finely, "Silver Thought"; Select Readings #4,
Decree; #5, Pericles; #6, Chalkis Decree.
14 April. Persian Wars. Bailkey #26, pp. 185Ð199.
15 April. The Athenian Empire. Bailkey #29, pp. 209Ð214.
16. April. The Great Panathenaia and the Parthenon. Sinnigen, pp. 185Ð205, and 241Ð254.
17 April. FIRST HOUR EXAMINATION.
21 April. Greek Literature: Tragedy.
22 April. The Peloponnesian War.
23 April. Greek Art. Finley, "Thucydides the Moralist," "Socrates and Athens," and "Plato and Practical Politics"; Bailkey, #30Ð31, pp. 214Ð242; Select Readings, #7, Theophrastos.
24 April. Greek Philosophy.
Bailkey #32Ð34, pp. 242Ð284.
28 April. Alexander III and Darius III.
Sinnigen, pp. 226Ð240, and 255Ð320; Bailkey #35, pp.
284Ð296.
29 April. Alexander at Persepolis.
Bailkey #36, pp. 296Ð302.

30 April. The Hellenistic World.
Finley, "Diogenes the Cynic."
1 May. Early Rome.
Sinnigen, pp. 323Ð352; Bailkey #40Ð41, pp. 321Ð338; Finley,
"Etruscheria" and "Etruscans and Early Rome"; Select
Readings, #8Ð10, Livy, "The Fetials," and "Livy"
(Revisited).
5 May. The Punic Wars: Carthago Delenda Est!
Sinnigen, pp. 353Ð383; Bailkey #42Ð43, pp. 338Ð348.
6 May. Civil Wars Ð I.
Bailkey #44Ð46, pp. 348Ð370.
7 May. Civil Wars Ð II.
Sinnigen, pp. 384Ð426; Bailkey #47Ð49, pp. 370Ð402.
8 May. SECOND HOUR EXAMINATION.
12 May. Marcus Antonius and Kleopatra VII.
13 May. The RES GESTAE DIVI AUGUSTI or How to Fool the Masses.
Select Readings #11, Res Gestse.
14 May. Augustus.
15. Augustan Propaganda.
Sinnigen, pp. 427Ð466; Bailkey #52Ð54, pp. 415Ð442;
Select Readings, #12, Nepos.
19 May. The JulioÐClaudians.
20 May. The Flavians.
21 May. The Antonines. Sinnigen, pp. 467Ð511; Finley, "The Emperor Diocletian," "Manpower and the Fall of Rome," "Aulus Kapreilius Timotheus, Slave Trader"; Select Readings #15, Florus, #16, Pliny, #17 Hadrian, and #18 Juvenal.
22 May. Civil War Revisited. TERM PAPER DUE!
26 May. Memorial Day!
27 May. Jesus bar Joseph.
28 May. The Historical Jesus. Bailkey #59, pp. 465Ð486; Finley, "Christian Beginnings" and "The Year One."
29 May. Juppiter Optimus Maximus.
2 June. Roman Religion. Bailkey #60Ð61, pp. 487Ð512.
3 June. Roman Life. Bailkey, #55Ð56, pp. 442Ð458.
4 June. Diocletian and Constantine. Bailkey #62Ð63, pp. 512Ð523; Select Readings #19, Aelius Aristides.
5 June. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.
THE GLORIOUS TRIUMPH!!!! Final comprehensive examination, Monday, 9 June 1997, at 11:30 A.M. Veni, Vidi, Ivi; et Vale!!!!!!!
Enjoy, have a good summer, and don't get run over.
Dr. B


