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History of African-Americans in The Age of Slavery
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will examine the origins of slavery and the emergence of African-American life and culture from 1619 until the end of the Civil War. The course will begin with an examination of the development of the African slave trade and its role in the forced migration of Africans to Colonial America. Then the course will focus on the evolution of slavery, the creation and growth of institutions such as the family and the church, and the rise of free black communities in the North and in the South. This course will explore the role of African​Americans in the struggleagainst slavery and will conclude with an examination of the Civil War and the end of slavery in the United States.
COURSE OBJECTIVES: Students will gain a general knowledge of African-American history from the arrival of Africans in North America to the end of the Civil War. They will understand the ways in which race and slavery were central to the creation and development of the United States and were key factors in the temporary division of the U.S. Students will learn to think critically about historical issues. They will gain the skills to evaluate the different, and sometimes contradictory, interpretations of historians.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: There will be a midterm examination, an essay on a primary source, and a final examination. In addition, each student is expected to participate in the weekly discussions and will sign-up to submit in writing one question on the readings for one week of the course. The exams will consist of short identification and essay questions. Instructions for the essay on a primary source are at the end of this syllabus. Attendance and completion of all reading assignments are critical and will contribute to the final grade. Any students who miss three or more consecutive classes without permission of the instructor will be disenrolled from the class. Students are responsible for officially enrolling in the class by the end of the second full week of the quarter. The chairman of the History Department will not approve requests to add the course after that time.
GRADING POLICIES: Participation will comprise 10% of the final grade for the course, the midterm will comprise 30%, the essay will comprise 30%, and the final will be 30% of the final grade. All assignments must be completed on time; late papers will be downgraded a full grade per day.
Make-up exams will be given to those students with written excuses for their absence from the examinations.
Graduating seniors should contact the instructor to make arrangements to take the final examination.
BOOKS: The following books are available for purchase at the OSU Bookstore and Buckeye Books. The books and the course packet are on two hour reserve in the Reserve Room of the Main Library.
Vincent Harding, There is a River: The Struggle for Freedom in America (1981) 
Gary B. Nash, Forging Freedom: the Formation of Philadelphia's Black Community. 1720-1840 (1991) 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., ed., The Classic Slave Narratives (1987) 
Melton A. McLaurin, Celia, A Slave (1992) 
Course Packet available from Room 60 Bricker Hall
TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS: 
WEEK 1 -- Africa, Europe, the Americas, and the Slave Trade
Readings:
Harding, There Is a River, Intro., chapter 1, pp. xi-23. 
The Life of Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus Vassa, the African, in Gates, ed., Classic Slave Narratives, chapters 1-8, pp. 3-96 
WEEK 2 -- Africans in British Colonial North America
Readings:
Harding, There Is a River, chapter 2, pp. 24-51 
Nash, Forging Freedom, intro., chapter 1, pp. 1-37 
Steven Deyle, "By far the most profitable trade": Slave Trading in British Colonial North America, Slavery and Abolition, pp. 107-125 (course packet) 
"Slavery Becomes a Legal Fact in Virginia," in Rose, ed., A Documentary History of Slavery in North America, pp. 16-25 (course packet) 
Film: "Goreé: Door of No Return" or "Unearthing the Slave Trade"
WEEK 3 -- Slavery, Freedom, and the American Revolution
Readings:
Nash, Forging Freedom, chapters 2-3, pp. 38-99 
Frey, "Between Slavery and Freedom: Virginia Blacks in the American Revolution," Journal of Southern History, pp. 375-398 (course packet) 
Finkleman, "Jefferson and Slavery 'Treason Against the Hopes of the World,'" in Onuf, ed., Jeffersonian Legacies, pp. 181-221 (course packet) 
"The United States Constitution (1787)" and "Amendments to the Constitution" in Anastaplo, The Constitution of 1787, pp. 266-279, 288-291 (course packet) 
WEEK 4 -- A Free and Christian Country?: Free and Enslaved African-Americans and Christianity in a New Nation 
Readings:
Harding, There Is a River, chapter 4, pp. 75-100 
Nash, Forging Freedom, chapters 4-5, pp. 100-171 
Joyner, "'Believer I Know': The Emergence of African-American Christianity," in Johnson, ed., African-American Christianity, pp. 18-46 (course packet) 
Film: "Family Across the Sea" or "Digging for Slaves"
Choice of primary source for essay due in class
WEEK 5 -- Growing Up Under the Peculiar Institution: One Man's Testimony
Readings:
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an African Slave in Gates, ed., Classic Slave Narratives, Preface & Appendix, pp. 243-331 
King, "'Suffer With Them Till Death': Slave Women and Their Children in Nineteenth-Century America," in Gaspar and Hine, ed., More Than Chattel, pp. 147-168 (course packet) 
Midterm Exam
WEEK 6 -- The African-American Family under Slavery: One Woman's Testimony
Readings:
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl in Classic Slave Narratives, ed. Gates, pp. 303-515 
WEEK 7 -- Organized Resistance Against Slavery
Readings:
Nash, Forging Freedom, chapters 6-8, pp. 172-279 
Harding, There Is a River, chapters 5-8, pp. 100-172 
Film: "Roots of Resistance, The Story of the Underground Railroad"
WEEK 8 -- The Law of Slavery in the 1850s
Readings:
McLaurin, Celia, A Slave, Introduction, Appendix, pp. xi - 143 
Draft of Essay on Primary Source due by 5 p.m.
WEEK 9 -- The Sectional Crisis of the 1850s
Readings:
Harding, There Is a River, chapters 9-10, pp. 172-218 
Blight, "They Knew What Time It Was: African-Americans and the Coming of the Civil War," in Boritt, ed., Why the Civil War Came, pp. 52-77, 224-227 (course packet) 
Wallenstein, "Incendiaries All: Southern Politics and the Harpers Ferry Raid," in Finkleman, ed., His Soul Goes Marching On: Responses to John Brown and the Harpers Ferry Raid, pp. 149-173 (course packet) 
Drafts of Essay on Primary Source returned in class
WEEK 10 -- African-Americans and the Civil War
Readings:
Harding, There Is a River, chapters 11-13, pp. 219-257 
Robertson, "Negro Soldiers in the Civil War," Civil War Times Illustrated, pp. 21-32 (course packet) 
"The Black Military Experience," in Ripley, ed., Witness for Freedom, pp. 235-243 (course packet) 
Douglass, "The Mission of the War," in Frederick Douglass Papers, pp. 3-24 (course packet) 
Film: "Massachusetts 54th Colored Infantry"
WEEK 11 -- How Free is Free?: The Early Years of Emancipation
Readings:
Harding, There Is a River, chapters 14-16, pp. 277-332 
Clinton, "Bloody Terrain: Freedwomen, Sexuality and Violence During Reconstruction," Georgia Historical Quarterly, pp. 313-332 (course packet) 
Essay on Primary Source due by 5 p.m.
Final Exam


ESSAY ON A PRIMARY SOURCE
Write your own essay. You may not have anyone else complete the assignment for you. Remember that academic misconduct will not be tolerated and that any suspected case will be referred to the University Committee on Academic Misconduct. If you use someone else's ideas as your own without acknowledging their contributions, you will be cornmitting plagiarism, which is a case of academic misconduct.
Your essay should be typed, double-spaced with one​inch margins. Please include a cover page with your name and social security number. Students should retain a copy of their paper (just in case).
The essay should be well organized with correct grammar, spelling and references. Students will be graded on the clarity and coherence of your essay. Reference to use footnotes to indicate the ideas of another person or for direct quotations or paraphrases. You may use the short references on the syllabus as citations in your footnotes, followed by the page number(s).
Each student will choose at least 1 or no more than 3 oral histories from the 41 volume set The American Slave: A Composite Autobiography edited by George P. Rawick to use as their primary source for this essay. These volumes are located in the periodical section of the Black Studies Library and students cannot check these volumes out of the library. This means you will have to choose your source(s) and make a photocopy of them to use to write your paper. Your source should be at least 6 pages total. Volume I of this collection is a history of slavery, From Sundown to Sunup and cannot be used for this assignment. There is an index to the collection you can use to look up many subjects, for example Africa, punishment, or family, and it will indicate where to look in the collection for the oral histories that discuss those subjects. The volumes are arranged by state and if you wish you can choose two oral histories from two different states for your source for the essay.
The essay on the primary source should be 7 ​ 10 pages. In the essay you should briefly summarize the contents of the primary source. The bulk of the essay should be a discussion of specific issues addressed in the primary source and how these issues were addressed by two or three of the class readings. Students should include a brief discussion of their own ideas about the primary source.
Students will choose a primary source for their essay and submit a sentence about the source to the instructor. Students will submit a draft of their essay along with the copy of their primary sources to the instructor and it will be returned with comments. The essays, a copy of the draft, and a copy of the primary source will be due on a stated date.
If you have any questions or concerns as you begin to work on this assignment, please do not hesitate to talk to me before or after class, to come to my office hours or to make an appointment to talk with me. The staff of the OSU Writing Skills Lab in the basement of Denney Hall are very helpful and will assist you to improve your writing skills. You may walk-in or make an appointment.
The American Slave: A Composite Autobiography edited by George P. Rawick is a collection of interviews with ex​slaves, most of which were done between 1929 ​ 1938 by students at Fisk University in Tennessee, and at Southern University of Louisiana, and by members of the Federal Writers' Project of the Works Project Administration of the U.S. government. Most of the original interviews are deposited at Fisk, Southern University, or at the Library of Congress. The editor estimates that approximately 2% of the total ex​slave population was interviewed. The ex​slaves were from every state in the Confederacy and a few midwestern and western states, and their living conditions ranged from being the only slave in a household to living on a plantation with over a thousand other slaves. The ex​slaves were not chosen randomly, but often lived in the vicinity where the interviewers worked, were volunteers, or were known by someone participating in the projects. If you are interested in more information about the ex​slaves and their interviewers read the introductions in volume I and in the volume that you choose for your essay.


