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Introduction to Women's History: The American Experience
This course surveys the history of diverse groups of American women from pre-European-settlement to the present. Through lectures and discussions of assigned readings, we will consider the experiences of women of different classes, races, sexualities, and ethnic groups with work, family, sexuality, and politics. Regular attendance and informed participation in discussions is essential to success in this class, so it is important to complete the assigned reading carefully and on time. Short lectures will provide a narrative of women's history in the context of what is sometimes called the "master narrative," and readings will focus on expanding and revising that narrative by exploring the experiences of Native American, African American, Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Asian American, Jewish, Appalachian, working-class, and lesbian women.
Course objectives:
The student will gain an understanding of American women's lives in the past. 
The student will become familiar with the ways that race, class, and ethnicity interact with gender in shaping the experiences of individuals. 
Required Books: available for purchase at SBX and also on reserve in the undergraduate library.
Vicki L. Ruiz and Ellen Carol DuBois, Unequal Sisters: A Multicultural Reader in U.S. Women's History, 2nd ed. (1994) (abbreviated as US). 
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwife's Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785-1812 (1990). 
Linda Brent, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (rpt. 1973). 
Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers (1925). 
Course Requirements:
1. Examinations: There will be a midterm and comprehensive final examination. Both will be open-book essay examinations, and I will give a list of potential questions in advance. The midterm will account for 20% of the final grade, the final for 30%. 
2. Class participation: Lively and informed discussion of the reading, not just attendance. 20% 
3. Group projects: Students will organize into groups, based on chronological interest, pick a particular year, and collectively present as comprehensive as possible a picture of what life was like for different groups of women. Class readings can of course be used as background, but in addition students are expected to draw upon primary sources such as memoirs, diaries, published correspondence, published oral histories, interviews (for recent periods), and so on. Groups will present in class during the last week and each student will turn in a separate paper of approximately 10 pages on her/his particular research. The paper will account for 30% of the grade. 
Class Schedule:
Week 1
Introduction: Conceptualizing Women's History
The First American Women: Indigeneous Peoples, Indentured Servants, Enslaved Africans, and Colonists
Reading:
Deborah Gray White, "Female Slaves: Sex Roles and Status in the Antebellum Plantation South," US. 
Joan M. Jensen, "Native American Women and Agriculture: A Seneca Case Study," US. 
Week 2
Heresy and Witchcraft: Anne Hutchinson and the Salem Witchtrials
Transformations: Political and Industrial Revolution
Reading:
Jeanne Boydston, "To Earn Her Daily Bread: Housework and Antebellum Working-Class Subsistence," US. 
Paula Baker, "The Domestication of Politics: Women and American Political Society, 1780-1920," US. 
Week 3
New England Stories: The Life of Martha Ballard
The Cult of True Womanhood
Reading:
Ulrich, A Midwife's Tale, entire. 
Sylvia Van Kirk, "`The Reputation of a Lady': Sarah Ballenden and the Foss-Pelly Scandal," US. 
Week 4
Southern Women, Black and White
Intercultural Relations on the Western Frontier
Reading:
Brent, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, entire. 
Theda Perdue, "Cherokee Women and the Trail of Tears," US. 
Deena Gonzalez, "La Tules of Image and Reality: Euro-American Attitudes and Legend Formation on a Spanish-Mexican Frontier," US. 
Week 5
Organizing "Women's Sphere"
Reading:
Linda Gordon, "Black and White Visions of Welfare: Women's Welfare Activism, 1890-1945," US. 
Midterm examination
Week 6
The Politics and Economics of Gender in the Age of Industrial Capitalism
Social Awakening and the Rise of Feminist Consciousness
Reading:
Christine Stansell, "Women, Children, and the Uses of the Streets: Class and Gender Conflict in New York City, 1850-1860," US. 
Peggy Pascoe, "Gender Systems in Conflict: The Marriages of Mission-Educated Chinese American Women, 1874-1939," US. 
Joanne Meyerowitz, "Sexual Geography and Gender Economy: The Furnished-Room Districts of Chicago, 1890-1930," US. 
Meredith Tax, "The Uprising of the Thirty Thousand," US. 
Ellen Carol DuBois, "Working Women, Class Relations, and Suffrage Militance: Harriot Stanton Blatch and the New York Woman Suffrage Movement, 1894-1909," US. 
Judy Yung, "The Social Awakening of Chinese American Women as Reported in Chung Sai Yat Po, 1900-1911," US. 
Elsa Barkley Brown, "Womanist Consciousness: Maggie Lena Walker and the Independent Order of Saint Luke," US. 
Week 7
Immigration and the Making of "Americans"
The Sexual Revolution
Reading:
Yezierska, Bread Givers, entire 
Hazel V. Carby, "`It Jus Be's Dat Way Sometime:' The Sexual Politics of Women's Blues," US. 
Jacquelyn Dowd Hall, "Disorderly Women: Gender and Labor Militancy in the Appalachian South," US. 
Kathy Peiss, "Making Faces: The Cosmetic Industry and the Cultural Construction of Gender, 1890-1930," US. 
Week 8
Hard Times and Wartime
The Feminine Mystique in Cold War America
Reading:
Devra Anne Weber, "Raiz Fuerte: Oral History and Mexicana Farmworkers," US. 
Evelyn Nakano Glenn, "From Servitude to Service Work: Historical Continuities in the Racial Division of Paid Reproductive Labor," US. 
Valerie Matsumoto, "Japanese American Women During World War II," US. 
Madeline Davis and Elizabeth Kennedy, "Oral History and the Study of Sexuality in the Lesbian Community: Buffalo, New York, 1940-1960," US. 
"Race and `Value:' Black and White Illegitimate Babies in the U.S., 1945-1965," US. 
Amy Swerdlow, "Ladies' Day at the Capitol: Women Strike for Peace Versus HUAC," US. 
Week 9
The Resurgence of the Women's Movement
The Present as Women's History
Reading:
Alma M. Garcia, "The Development of Chicana Feminist Discourse, 1970-1980," US. 
Alice Kessler-Harris, "Equal Employment Opportunity Commission vs. Sears, Roebuck and Company: A Personal Account," US. 
Paula Giddings, "The Last Taboo," US. 
Week 10
Presentation and discussion of group projects


