	 History 340 


	History 340
Islam, Politics, and Society in History
Description: This course examines how Islam has interacted with politics from its inception in 610 C.E. until our own time. We will focus on the Middle East, exclusive of North Africa. Although arranged chronologically, the course will not be a survey but will treat salient examples of politicized Islam. No prior knowledge of Islam or of the Middle East is assumed; those possessing prior knowledge are, however, welcome.
Format: Each class session will consist of an hour of lecture followed by an hour of discussion. At the end of each class, I will pose a question to guide the following class's discussion. You should read your texts, particularly the primary sources, with this question in mind and prepare to discuss the question, bringing in relevant examples from the texts. (You may, of course, challenge the question or raise questions or problems of your own.) For the discussions, the class will divide into groups of about seven people, each of which will select a "secretary" to make brief notes on the group's discussion. Each group will talk amongst themselves for 20-30 minutes; afterwards, the class will come together to hear the "secretaries'" reports and comment on the results. The purpose of these discussions is to encourage students to synthesize material from several different sources in response to a specific question, to evaluate historical sources critically, and to identify and address problems that arise in using these sources.In some cases, audio-visual aids (slides, films, tapes) will be used to reinforce material presented in lectures.
Written assignments:
A brief map exercise, to be distributed in class on Thursday, April 1; it will be due in class Thursday, April 8. 
A midterm examination, to be held during the first hour of class Thursday, April 22. The exam will consist of several identifications and one essay question; it will cover material presented during the first four weeks of the course. 
A short paper of 5-7 pages, due in class Tuesday, May 25. This paper will compare the position of two primary texts on a particular feature of Islam's political role. A brief statement of the paper topic is due in class Tuesday, May 11, although it may be handed in earlier. A more detailed description of the paper will be distributed toward the end of April. 
A final examination, to be held Thursday, June 10, at 9:30 a.m. The exam will consist of several identifications and two essay questions. It will stress material covered during the latter six weeks of the course but will refer to earlier material, as well. 
All written assignments are due in class on the dates specified above. Late work will not be accepted except in dire circumstances (e.g., severe illness, death in the family), which must be documented. I do not give incompletes.
Grading: 
attendance and participation 15%
map exercise 5%
midterm 25%
paper 25%
final 30%
Readings: The following books are required for the course and are available at SBX, Long's, and the University Bookstore:
1. Ira M. Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies (Cambridge, 1988) 
2. Bernard Lewis, Islam from the Prophet Muhammad to the Capture of Constantinople (New York, 1974, pb 1987), 2 vols. 
3. John L. Esposito, ed., Voices of Resurgent Islam (New York, 1983) 

We shall also read a number of selections not included in the above-mentioned books. These selections are collected in a Xeroxed packet available for purchase at SBX. The books in which they appear have also been placed on reserve in the Main Library, along with several books from which recommended (not required) readings have been selected. These books are as follows:
1. Sylvia G. Haim, ed., Arab Nationalism: An Anthology (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1962, pb 1976) 
2. Marshall G.S. Hodgson, The Venture of Islam (Chicago, 1974), Vol. I 
3. Robert G. Landen, The Emergence of the Modern Middle East (New York, 1970) 
4. Edward W. Lane, Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians (London, 1871) 
5. Bernard Lewis, The Political Language of Islam (Chicago, 1988) 
6. Geoffrey L. Lewis, trans., The Balance of Truth, by Kâtib Çelebi (London, 1957) 
7. Muhammad U. Memon, Ibn Taimiya's Struggle against Popular Religion (The Hague and Paris, 1976) 
8. Roger M. Savory, trans., History of Shah `Abbas the Great, by Eskandar Beg Monshi (Boulder, CO, 1978), Vol. II 
9. John O. Voll and Nehemiah Levtzion, eds., 18th-Century Renewal and Reform in Islam (Syracuse, 1987) 
10. Madeline C. Zilfi, The Politics of Piety: The Ottoman Ulema in the Postclassical Age (Minneapolis, 1988) 
Suggestions for reading: Always read critically. Ask yourself what the author's attitude and approach to his topic are and whether these remain consistent throughout the text. Check the notes, bibliography, and acknowledgements, if available, to see what sources the author uses and to whom he is beholden. If you read two or more texts on a given topic, compare the authors' handling of the material. This course stresses awareness of primary sources. How do different secondary sources treat their primary material?
Schedule of Readings and Activities
(NOTE: All required readings not contained in the textbooks can be found in the packet.) Mar. 30 a)
Introduction to the course b) Introduction to the study of the Middle East and Islam: Geography and demography
Apr. 1 a) The milieu in which Islam arose b) Problems in the study of the Middle East and Islam: Transliteration and Muslim names Lapidus 3-10; Hodgson, Venture of Islam, I: 3-22
Look through your books to see what maps, chronologies, glossaries, etc., are available. Familiarize yourself with the geography of the Middle East. Map exercise handed out
Apr. 6 The rise of Islam; Lapidus 11-36B. Lewis I: Nos. 52, 53; II: Nos. 1, 2, 8, 15, 38, 39, 61 (Be sure to note correct volume number.) 
Apr. 8 Early conquests; the caliphateLapidus 37-53; Lewis I: Intro. to Section 1 (pp. 1-2), Nos. 1, 2, 39, 40, 42-44, 65 Strongly recommended: Lewis, The Political Language of Islam 43- 70
Map exercise due
Apr. 13 Schism over the caliphateLapidus 54-67, 81-89; Lewis, Islam, I: Nos. 1, 2 (review), 4, 5
Apr. 15 The `Abbasid Revolution; Lapidus 67-80, 120-36; Lewis I: Nos. 6, 7, 9, 23; II: Intro. to Section 2 (p. 50), Nos. 16, 21, 23, 27
Apr. 20 Development of the shari`a and rise of the `ulam_'Lapidus 98-109, 164-7, 192-5; Lewis I: Nos. 48, 49; II: Nos. 9-11, 13
Apr. 22 MIDTERM Film: TBA 
Apr. 27 Articulation of Shi`ism; the Isma`ili da`waLapidus 115-19, 131-2, 163-4, 344-53; Lewis I: Nos. 13, 51, 56; II: Nos. 25, 26; Apr. 29 The madrasa and the `ulam_''s political roleLapidus 137-61, 164-7 (review), 172-95 (review 192-5), 353-8; Lewis I: No. 35; II: Nos. 3-5, 13 (review)
May 4 Sufism and Sunni reaction; Lapidus 109-15, 168-71, 184, 195-205, 212-18, 257; Lane, Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians 288-311; Memon, Ibn Taimiya's Struggle against Popular Religion 254-66May 6 Ottomans and Safavids: State Sunnism vs. State Shi`ism; Lapidus 276-343 (skim 276-84), 359-64; Lewis I: Nos. 36-38, 61; Savory, trans., History of Shah `Abbas the Great, II: 1272-80 (on reserve under author Eskandar Monshi/Iskandar Munshi)
May 11 "Fundamentalists" vs. sufis in the 17th-century Ottoman Empire; Lapidus 324-8G. Lewis, trans., The Balance of Truth 7-13, 42-6, 92-6, 128-34; Recommended: Zilfi, The Politics of Piety 129-72; Statements of paper topics due
May 13 Neo-orthodoxy in the 18th century: Tajdid and Wahhabism; Lapidus 253-9, 673; Voll and Levtzion, 18th-Century Renewal and Reform 3-20, 93-115
May 18 19th-century Islamic reform Lapidus 557-80, 592-602, 615-22, 665-7; Landen, Emergence of the Modern Middle East 94-8, 106-10 
May 20 Pan-Islam vs. nationalism Lapidus 602-7, 622-5, 637-51, 665-79 Haim, Arab Nationalism 147-53, 167-88
May 25 20th-century secularism and Islamic reactionLapidus 580-8, 607-14, 623-36, 651-8 Landen 230-5, 260-4; Haim 229-32; Esposito 67-94; Papers due
May 27 Religious responses to Israel; Lapidus 659-64; Lewis II: Nos. 74-76, 77, 80, 81 Esposito 261-7
June 1 The Iranian revolution; Lapidus 580-91 (review 580-8); Esposito 150-71, 191-212
June 3 The "new" Islamic activism; Esposito 32-45, 241-51; newspaper clippings to be distrib


