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History of American Criminal Justice
Course Syllabus: This course focuses on the institutional response to crime and disorder in the United States from the 17th through the 20th centuries. Emphasis will be placed on the study of patterns of crime and urban violence and the creation and development of police, prisons, and juvenile courts designed to deal with crime and disorder.
Objectives:
To expose the student to the historical themes of criminal justice in the United States. 
To learn how to interpret crime and arrest statistics and how they were developed. 
To examine long term trends in crime and violence in nineteenth and twentieth century United States. 
To see the relationship between the development of American prisons and other American reform movements. 
To understand the evolution of the juvenile justice system and the association between theory, law, and policy. 
To evaluate organized illicit business activities, including the "Mafia," in American society. 
To examine the development of the urban police and how and why they differed from police of other nations. 
To critically analyze the movement to professionalize the police in the twentieth century, examining its positive and negative aspects. 
Required Texts:
1. Samuel Walker, Popular Justice 
2. Anthony Platt, The Child Savers 
3. David Rotherman, Conscience and Convenience 
Course Requirements and the Grade Distribution:
10% Class discussion based on assigned readings. 
Students should complete the week's reading assignments prior to the first class meeting of that week. Students are expected to attend all classes. 
40% Mid-term examination consisting of short identifications and one brief essay question. 
50% Final examination consisting of short identifications and one brief essay question. 
Note: Students will receive study guides with a series of essay questions and short identifications, and I shall select material from the guides for both the mid-term and final examinations.
Weekly Topic Outlines and Readings

1. History of Crime in the United States
Walker, Ch 1
Interpretation of crime data
2. American criminal justice in the 17th and 18th centuries
Walker, Ch 2
3. Penology and Prisons
Walker, Ch 3
4. Progressive Tradition in prison reform
Walker, Ch 4
5. Early police reform
Walker, Ch 5
6. Emergence of police professionalism
Walker, Ch 6
7. Origins of specialized juvenile justice
Platt, Ch 1-8
8. Law and Order Decades, 1920-1945
Walker, Ch 7
9. Crime and Law Enforcement, 1945-1970
Walker, Ch 8-9
Rotherman, 1-3
10. Organized Crime in America
Rotherman, 4-end


