History 380 – The History of War

Course Description:

This course is the introductory survey in military history at The Ohio State University.  In this class we will discuss the important trends and current debates within the historiography of military history.  In addition to traditional “guns and battles,” we will also analyze the important lasting effects of war on society.  The class covers the temporal period from ancient times to the present, and will take a thematic as well as chronological approach to military history.  We will consider important themes within military history such as Doctrine, Strategy, Policy, Planning, Operations, Logistics, Ethics, International Law, and War Crimes.  As well, we will consider the concept of a “Western Way of War” and whether or not it is a valid tool for the conceptualization for the study of military history.  Some of the relevant questions will include: Is there a Western Way of War?  How have different cultures across time perceived warfare?  What are the benefits of the study of military history in academics?

Students in History 380 can expect to gain an understanding of the Causes, Conduct, and Consequences (C³) of warfare and its influence on society and culture.  They can also expect to develop their skills as writers, researchers, and analytical thinkers in this upper-division history class.

Requirements:

All students must be officially enrolled in the course be the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Grading:

The grades for this class will be determined by two midterms, a final, and unannounced quizzes.

Assigned Books (required):

1) Archer, Herwig, Ferris, Travers, World History of Warfare, (Nebraska, 2002), ISBN: 0803244231

2) John Lynn, Battle, a history of combat and culture, (Westview, 2003), ISBN: 0813333717

3) Hanson, Carnage and Culture, (Anchor, 2002), ISBN: 0385720386

 

Tentative Schedule:

Week I: March 29-April 2

T: Introduction, Definitions 

TH:  Greeks, Romans

Ancient Warfare, the birth of the “Western Way of War”

Archer, et al., Intro, Chp.1, 2; Hanson, Chp. 1, 3,4

Week II: April 5-9

T: Huns, Byzantines, and Vikings

TH:  Christian Knights/Muslim “Infidels”

The Crusades – West vs. East

Archer, Chp. 2, 3; Hanson, Chp. 5

Week III: April 12-16

T: Mongols

TH: The Chevauchee, and the 100-years War

Mobile Warfare – mounted combat

Archer, Chp. 4, 5; Hanson, Chp. 6

Week IV: April 19-23(MT)

T: Military Revolution, gunpowder, and changing armies

TH: MT#1

Archer, Chp. 6; Hanson, Chp. 7

Week V: April 26-30 

T: Military, Diplomacy, and Religion: the 30 Year’s War in Europe

TH: Revolution and military
The Wars of Napoleon – creating the “modern Army”

Archer, Chp. 7, 8; Hanson, Chp. 8

Week VI: May 3-7

T: Napoleon at war

TH: The Failure of Diplomacy in Imperial Europe

World War I – Total War

Archer, Chp. 9, 10

Week VII: May 10-14

T: Total (mechanized, industrial) warfare

TH: European War and the Holocaust

World War II and War Crimes

Archer, Chp. 11, 12

Week VIII: May 17-21 (MT2) (20, 21 SMH)

T: Pacific War and Genocide (on both sides)

TH: MT#2

World War II and War Crimes

Archer: none for this week; Hanson, Chp. 9

Week IX: May 24-28

T: The Cold War

TH: The Ethics of War

Cold War and Regulating Warfare

Archer, Chp. 13

Week X: May 31-June 4

T: Algeria, Vietnam

TH: Asymmetrical Warfare and Terrorism

The Wars of Decolonization – Algeria and Vietnam

Archer, Epilogue; Hanson, Chp. 10, 11, Epilogue

Registrar Scheduled Final

If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office For Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.

Notes on grading:  This class will follow the history department guidelines for grading as follows:

94-100 = A


90-93 = A-


87-89 = B+


84-86 = B


80-83 = B-


77-79 = C+


74-76 = C


70-73 = C-


67-69 = D+


60-67 = D


Below 60 = E

Grading will be evaluated with the following considerations in mind:

“A” work is represented by an in-depth grasp of the material as well as critical analysis of the events, ideas, and chronology.  For “A” work you must show preparation and analysis in your answers.  For an “A” you will go beyond the basics and show mastery of the subject matter.

“B” work is represented by a good grasp of the subject matter, but less in-depth analysis.  You will represent the facts, but may lack in the critical thinking skills necessary for a complete answer.  “B” work is still above average; a grade of “B” means that you are approaching mastery of the subject matter.

“C” work is represented by a good grasp of the chronology.  By listing facts, events, names, and dates you can expect a “C”.  Even if your historical facts are correct, without critical analysis you can expect a “C.”   In “C” work you have the facts, events, etc., but fail to put them in a greater context, nor is there analysis of the material in the historical sense.

“D” work represents work that is getting at the general idea of the history presented, but with factual errors and no coherent analysis.  A grade of “D” suggests that you have not done the bookwork and/or are not in class (or not paying attention even if you are).  If this is attended to early enough, “D” work can be rectified, but it means that you will have to work that much harder.

“E” work is by definition a failure to grasp any of the relevant material within the context of the test/paper or the class itself. 
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