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Introduction to Historical Thought
Introduction: This course is designed to introduce students to contemporary historical methodology. More particularly, it is designed to give students practice in the analysis of historical sources while stressing logic and clarity in both written and oral exercises. At all times the course will emphasize and depend upon student participation. The ultimate success of the class will completely depend upon the willingness of students to participate actively in the daily discussions that will occupy most of each two hour class session.
Objectives: The course will acquaint students with some of the essential issues that challenge historians as they seek to understand the past. Among these issues are:
1. How should the historian select and connect his facts? Is objective history possible? 
2. Is the course of history determined by the choices of individuals, by the operation of "vast impersonal forces," or by a combination of both? 
3. Is it true that "history repeats itself," -- so that we can predict the future by understanding the past? 
4. Is it the responsibility of historians to praise or blame the conduct of historical actors? Or is it enough to understand their motives? 
5. How do we explain the causes for the events of history? How great is the role of pure chance? 
6. Looking back over the course of history, what does it tell us about human nature? Is history a record of progress, or of recurrent tragedy? 
7. What sorts of historical questions can be answered by using statistical materials, and where are these to be found?
8. How do historians judge the worth of one? 
The course grade will depend primarily upon the quality of written assignments, although 10% of the final grade will be determined by contributions that students make to class discussion. The major written assignments for the course are: (1) four precis-- 20% of the grade and, (2) a book review-- 20% of the grade, (3) an analysis of a scholarly journal -- 20% of the grade and, (4) a bibliographic essay-- 30% of the grade. In evaluating written assignments the instructor will pay close attention to grammar and style. Carelessly or sloppily written papers will be returned for revision.

Students must carefully follow the schedule in the syllabus as it is designed to give them the opportunity to revise their work in light of the instructor's comments. Thus each of the four precis will be graded within twenty-four hours so that students may utilize the criticisms for their next exercise, and in case of the three longer written assignments students will be expected to have a rough draft prepared for individual tutorials with the instructor. The revised papers which result from these discussions will be presented orally in class. Each student may expect to make two such presentations during the quarter.
TEXTS AND READINGS: The following books are required and may be purchased from the Student Book Exchange on High Street. In addition, if you do not yet own a good dictionary you are strongly advised to purchase one at the earliest possible moment.
1. Marc Bloch, The Historian's Craft. 
2. Norman Cantor and Richard Schneider, How to Study History 
3. James Davidson and Mark Lytle, After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection. 
4. Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time. 
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND REQUIRED READING ASSIGNMENTS
Mon., Mar 31 Introduction to the course
Wed., Apr 2 "The Uses of History" (lecture and discussion)
Mon., Apr 7 Discussion of Josephine Tey, Daughter of Time
Wed., Apr 9 Marc Bloch and the Annales Historians, -- (lecture and discussion of Marc Bloch,
The Historian's Craft, pp. v - xviii and Introduction and Chapter 1, pp.3-47)
Mon., Apr 14 Discussion of Bloch, Chapter II, and Norman F. Cantor and Richard L. Schneider,
How to Study History, pp.1-38 and 106 129
Wed., Apr 16 Discussion of Bloch, Chapter III and Cantor and Schneider, pp.39-105
Mon., Apr 21 Individual conferences for book reviews; rough drafts due
Wed., Apr 23 Discussion of Bloch, Chapter IV; Cantor and Schneider. pp. 161-165
Mon., Apr 28 Student presentations of book reviews
Wed., Apr 30 Student presentations of book reviews
Mon., May 5 Discussion of James W. Davidson and Mark H. Lytle, After the Fact: The
Art of Historical Detection, pp. ix- xxxiv and Chapter 1
Wed., May 7 Individual conferences, joumal analysis; rough drafts due
Mon., May 12 Discussion of Davidson and Lytle, Chapters 2 and 3
Wed., May 14 Student presentations, joumal analysis
Mon., May 19 Discussion of Davidson and Lytle, Chapters 4 and 5
Wed., May 21 Individual conferences, bibliographic essays; rough drafts due
Mon., May 26 HOLIDAY- NO CLASS
Wed., May 28 Discussion of Davidson and Lytle, Chapter 6
Mon., June 2 Student presentations of bibliographic essays
Wed., June 4 Student presentations of bibliographic essays


Assignment I: The Precis.
You will be expected to complete a precis of each of Marc Bloch's first four chapters in The Historian's Craft. They will be due on April 9, 14, 16 and 23 and must absolutely with no exceptions be submitted on time in order that they may be graded and resumed the next day. The precis is to be no more than one double spaced typed page or 250 words. If it is handwritten it should be clearly written with appropriate margins on both sides of the page. The purpose of a precis is to summarize the author's writing - in your own words. Quotations of more than a word or two or a very short phrase, are not acceptable! It is also important in your precis to summarize the logic of the author's argument. That is, you should not merely string together a series of unconnected sentences and if you do so you cannot expect to receive better than a C grade. It is extremely difficult to write a good precis and sloppy or careless work will not be acceptable.
Paper I: Critical Book Review
1. The review may be of any historical or social science work relevant to the course. (It is not permissible to use a work of historical fiction.)
2. The review must be a critical one; that is, it must discuss and analyze both the positive and negative aspects of the book. Under no circumstances should it merely be a summary of the contents.
3. If you are not well read in the subject which you chose, go to the library and look up other reviews of the book and discuss these as well as your own conclusions. However, if you use other reviews to help you shape your own comments and conclusions these reviews should be listed in a brief bibliography, specifying the date and source of these views. All quotations or paraphrases from the reviews should be carefully cited in the text of your own review. (For help in locating other reviews ask for assistance in the reference section of the main library.)
4. In terms of elementary matters of style, every review should contain an introduction and conclusion, and every quotation should be footnoted with an accurate page reference.
5. Unless some intractable problem exists students should also hand in the book reviewed at the time of submitting the review itself. 3-5 pp.(typed or equivalent) 


Paper II: Academic Journal Analysis
1. In this paper you are to discuss and analyze the contents of an academic joumal. You should examine the issues from the first year of publication and those issues from a recent year. Back issues of joumals are normally bound and shelved in the stacks while the most recent issues are kept in the periodical section of the main library or in special libraries such as English, Art History, East Asia, etc.
2. As was true of the book review this paper should be treated as an historiographical exercise. Before you begin it would be a good idea to reread Bloch's discussion of intentional and unintentional sources and Cantor and Schneider's chapters on primary and secondary sources.
3. Basically you are to treat the joumal as a potential source and should try to give your reader as complete a picture of it as possible. Some questions which you should consider but which you are not limited to, are:
a. Who edits the joumal? Is there any clearly stated editorial policy or anyother kind of indication of the rationale for the selection of certain articles?
b. What type of articles appear? Is there any discemible pattern; such as social or military history, or an evident political or ideological bias?
c. Who writes the articles and reviews, if any? Is there any discemible pattern to the authorship - the pattem might be one of academic rank, specialty, geographic location, etc.
d. Does the joumal have book reviews? If there are reviews, are they critical reviews, such as you have just written, or just notices?
In this paper, as in all papers, it is essential to have a clearly defined introduction and conclusion and in the conclusion you may deal with any issue, but you should, in any event, be sure to include a consideration of the usefulness of the joumal in question for a historian.


Paper III: Bibliographic Essay
This paper is to be a type of bibliographic essay in which you are to discuss and compare sources which are available and accessible to you on a particular topic. That is, you are not to write a term paper, but are to evaluate and compare the "raw materials" which you might use for composing such a paper. Specifically you are to identify, describe, analyze and compare five complementary sources which you would use to compose a paper on a particular topic, keeping in mind the following guidelines:
1. Try to define your topic rather narrowly, so that your choice of possible sources is limited.
2. If possible, chose a topic which will permit you to take advantage of your two previous assignments. That is, it is legitimate to use the book which you used for the review or the article which you saw in the journal - but only, of course, if they are truly relevant to the topic.
3. Reread the section in Cantor and Schneider, "How to Read a History Book" and refresh your memory of the use of the terms primary,secondary, intentional and unintentional source. That is, this final exercise should make use of the skills and concepts which were discussed in the earlier part of the course.
4. In choosing your sources try to use both primary and secondary ones if available. In any event, all of the sources should complement one another and you should make it clear in your essay in what way they do complement one another.
5. Remember that this exercise demands description, analysis and comparison. It is conceived of as a kind of "final examination" for the course.


