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	History 501.02
The History of Classical Greece (c.478-323 B.C.)


Course Description: The history of Classical Greece, and especially Athens, from the foundation of the Delican Confederacy (478 B.C.) to the death of Alexander III (323 B.C.). A detailed investigation of Greece beginning at the termination of the major period of the Persian invasion and occupation of Athens, continuing with the rise of Athenian militarism and the reasons for the foundation of the Delian Confederacy, the reactions and developments of Sparta to the same events, the growth of that Confederacy, the decline of Persian imperial power in the west, the transformation of the Confederacy into an Athenian Empire, the development of Perikles' leadership in Athens, the issues of the Periklean building program, the development of Athenian tragedy and comedy as reflective of socioÐpolitical Athens, the problems and conflicts of Athens, Sparta, and Corinth, the rise and development of the Peloponnesian War, the disintegration of the Athenian Empire, the problems of the fourth century wars, the bases of Sophism and Greek philosophy, the philosophical answers to the problems of the disintegration of the classical polis, and finally the rise of Macedonia under Philip II and the conquest of Persia by Alexander III.

General Information and Reading Assignments: Books available at SBX.

1. Demand, Nancy, A History of Ancient Greece, McGrawÐHill. 

2. Frost, Frank, Greek Society (fifth edition), Houghton Mifflin. 

3. Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, Modern Library only, please. 

4. Aeschylus, The Persians. For the plays any edition you may have or wish to purchase from SBX as they have copies. 

5. Sophocles, Antigone. 

6. Euripides, The Trojan Women. 

7. Aristophanes, The Acharnians. 

8. Hamilton, J., Alexander the Great, Pittsburgh.

Material to be purchased from CopÐEz (basement of Bricker Hall): Workbook for History 601.02, which includes the
Old Oligarch, Constitution of Athens. YOU WILL NEED THIS TOMORROW!

General Information: We shall spend most of the term on the fifth century, and particularly with the Pentekontaetia (the fiftyÐyears period between the major period of the Persian Wars and the Peloponnesian War) and the Peloponnesian War. I shall leave much of the fourth century for your study. Those of you who have not had the Archaic class will not be unduly at a loss. This course is taught with the understanding that some or many will not have knowledge of that period. Those who have had the Archaic class will be prepared in places and events, and the general stream of Greek thought There will be one midÐterm examination on Thursday, 1 May 1997, and the final examination on Tuesday 10 June 1997, at ;:30 A.M. Unless you are a graduating senior please do not ask for an early examination. 

*****

We shall meet Monday through Thursday. In addition, there will be one seven (typed) paged paper, in addition to scores and scores of proper (end)notes and full and proper bibliography. Remember Thuc. 2.17.1 is proper. Never cite by page number, never, never, never!!!! Please consult the separate assignment sheet in regard to this. The paper is due Monday, May 19, 1997 at 10:30 promptly!!!! Please follow the directions carefully, and to the last omega. The final grade shall be determined as follows: the final examination shall be 50% of the grade, the hour examination and the term paper each shall be 25% of the grade. CARPE DIEM!!!! TEMPUS FUGIT!!!!!

Lecture Topics and Reading Assignments (per week)
March 31. The Origins of the Delian Confederacy. Demand, pp. 201Ð211; Frost, pp. 87Ð124; and as background Demand, pp. 165Ð200. I strongly suggest no less recommend that you purchase and read Moses I. Finley, The Ancient Greeks (Penguin/Pelican paperback); and/or H. D. F. Kitto, The Greeks (Penguin), but with Kitto omit the first four chapters. You may also find A. R. Burn, The Pelican History of Greece helpful. These you can order at SBX. I strongly suggest that you all study the Kleisthenian Reforms extensively.

Read also Aeschylus, The Persians.


April 7. Confederate Wars.
Demand, pp. 228Ð246; Frost, pp. 125Ð150; Thucydides Book 1.
I will examine your reading of Thucydides!!!!

April 14, The Crises of the Mid-Century
Demand, pp. 211Ð227; Thucydides Books 2Ð3, focus upon the
Funeral Oration in Book 2.

April 21. The Periklean Building Program.
Old Oligarch, Constitution of Athens, CopÐEz booklet,
Frost, pp. 67Ð86; Thucydides Book 4.

April 28. Periklean Athens.
Sophocles, Antigone; Thucydides Book 5.

May 1. Written learning experience.

May 5. The Causes of the Peloponnesian War.
Demand, pp. 247Ð261; Aristophanes, The Acharnians;
Thucydides Book 6.

May 12. The Peloponnesian War.
Demand, pp. 261Ð267; Euripides, The Trojan Women;
Thucydides Book 7.
TERM PAPER DUE ON MONDAY, 19 May.

May 19. The End of the Peloponnesian War.
Demand, pp. 268Ð284; Thucydides Book 8.
TERM PAPER DUE TODAY, 10:30 SHARP!!!!

May 27. The Fourth Century.
Demand, pp. 285Ð305; Frost 151Ð178.

June 2. Alexander III.
Demand, pp. 306Ð335: J. Hamilton, Alexander.
FINAL EXAMINATION: Tuesday, June 10, at 7:30 A.M.

This is a fascinating and complex study of the Athenian golden age and its aftermath. The problems studied will demand daily attendance and preparation. Most of the class material cannot be found elsewhere. You must meet every class.

THE TERM PAPER, DUE May 19, promptly.

Focus upon the texts of the following: Aeschylus, The Persians. Old Oligarch, Constitution of Athens. Sophocles, Antigone. Euripides, The Trojan Women. Aristophanes, Acharnians. Thucydides, at least Books 1Ð2.

Then, if you wish you may choose additional plays from the four playwriters.
In all find several (at least three ÐÐ 3 ÐÐ if not more) major themes that run thoughout the course of fifth century Athenian literature. You may go to the Library and seek out additional information, from the journals and other books. Develop a well written essay that explores those major themes in Athenian thinking that you have discovered. USE EXTENSIVE NOTES TO THE TEXTS following the proper rules for citation of ancient texts. MORE NOTES ARE ALWAYS BETTER THAN LESS NOTES. INCLUDE A PROPER BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Type the paper.
H. F. D. Kitto is a wealth of information for this type of paper.
Explore and think, and see me often if you wish.
Se out your thesis, prove it, and conclude the paper with a proper manner.
A minimum of seven typed pages ++ end notes and Bibliography.

Enjoy, and don't get run over. Dr. B

Tips on how to write a proper bibliography and proper notes are included in the CopÐEz booklet.


