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The Hellenistic Near East


A general survey of the Ancient Near East from the rise of Achaemenid Persia in the sixth century B.C. to the fall of the Greek monarchies at the time of Cleopatra VII, Marcus Antonius, Caesar Augustus, and the Roman Empire. The major issues of urbanization, agriculture, nomadism, and the development and institutions of monarchy and Empire will be stressed. Concepts of cosmopolitan Assyro-Babylonia and Persia will be developed, the concept of Zarathustrian theocratic kingship, and the bases of theocratic Hellenistic empires will also be stressed. The impact of Alexander III gradually altered the course of the Ancient Near East by introducing Greek governments (the polis), literature, and philosophy (especially Stoicism) which altered and affected Persian Zarathustrianism and the development of classical Judaism (and the rise of Pharisaism). The three great Macedonian monarchies (Ptolomaic, Seleucid, and Antigonod) will be examined for basic ancient Near Eastern themes and for the new Greek influence, such as at Pergamon and Aphrodisias. The rise of the Parthians and Romans upon the Hellenistic World and the Hellenistic matrix for Christianity will conclude the survey. This course is unique. Most Hellenistic studies stress Alexandrine change. This study stresses Near Eastern continuity and alteration.

Textbooks: available at SBX

Required:
· Albert T. Olmstead, History of the Persian Empire (Chicago) 

· J. Hamilton, Alexander the Great (Pittsburgh) 

· Francis Peters, The Harvest of Hellenism (Simon & Schuster)

· New English Bible with Apocrypha

Optional:
· R. Ghirsham, Iran (Penguin) 

· W. W. Tarn, Alexander the Great (Beacon) 

· Moses Hadas, Hellenistic Culture: Fusion and Diffusion (Norton) 

· Arrian, The Campaigns of Alexander (Penguin) 


In addition to Xeroxed readings: Department of History, Ohio State University.

Grading:
There will be two course contracts. You do not have to decide now, but can wait until the last week to select either contract A or contract B.

Contract A: One mid-term examination (25% of grade), one long essay paper (25%), and the final examination (50%): All examinations are essay in nature.

Contract B: One mid-term examination (20% of grade), two long essay papers (each at 20% of grade - 40%), and the final essay examination (40%).


