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	HISTORY 503.03
THE LATER ROMAN EMPIRE, A.D. 180-476


Required Texts:
· Augustine, The Confessions (Penguin) 

· Peter Brown, The World of Late Antiquity (Norton) 

· Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire(Penguin) 

· Donald Kagan, ed., The End of the Roman Empire, 3rd ed. (Heath) 

· Readings in Later Roman History (xeroxed). 

All books will be available at SBX. Aside from these books, there will be occasional handouts and other assigned readings. More specifically, I am in the process of trying to put together a history of late antiquity and (if I get enough of it done), I will inflict this on you.

Introduction and Course Objectives
This course will examine one of the most interesting and important periods in man's past: the age of the "Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire." It will begin with the Roman world at the peak of its power and prosperity and will trace the empire's fortunes through subsequent crises, reorganization, turmoil, and trouble, culminating in the collapse of the Roman political state and the end of the Roman world in the West. It will investigate not only the political and military history of the empire, but also its social and economic structure and the cultural phenomena that characterized this significant age. The course will not assume that the period was one of decline and decadence, but will investigate transformations continuities and be sensitive to the considerable cultural creativity of the period.

The following represent some of the primary themes that will be stressed throughout the course:

1. The Roman Empire at its height: the reasons for its success and strength. 

2. The causes for the crisis and collapse in the third century. 

3. The reorganization of the state by Diocletian and Constantine and the creation of autocracy. 

4. The conversion of the empire to Christianity and the conflict between paganism and Christianity. 

5. The rich cultural legacy of the later Roman age. 

6. The reasons for the fall of the empire in the West and its survival in the East



Class Schedule and Reading Assignments
September 24 -- INTRODUCTION: THE ROMAN EMPIRE AT ITS HEIGHT


Gibbon, pp. 27-112

September 29 -- CRISIS OF THE THIRD CENTURY


Gibbon, pp. 113-180
Brown pp. 11-21
Readings I-II

October 6 -- THE REFORMS OF DIOCLETIAN

Gibbon, pp. 181-214
Brown, pp. 22-33, 49-80
Readings III-IV

October 13 -- THE CONVERSION OF CONSTANTINE

Gibbon, pp. 215-259; 328-384
Readings V-VI

October 20 -- THE CHRISTIAN EMPIRE

Gibbon, pp. 385-435
Brown, pp. 82-94

October 27 -- THE FOURTH CENTURY

Gibbon, pp. 436-537
Brown 34-45 VII-VIII

November 3 -- GENERALS AND BARBARIANS

Gibbon, pp. 537-619
Brown, pp. 115-125
Readings IX-XI

November 10 -- CHRISTIAN AND PAGAN SOCIETY

Augustine, Confessions
Brown, pp. 96-112
Readings XII-XIV

November 17 -- THE FIFTH-CENTURY EMPIRE I

Brown, pp. 126-171
Readings XV-XVI

November 24 -- THE FIFTH-CENTURY EMPIRE II

December 1 -- THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Gibbon, pp. 619-630
Brown, pp. 172-203
Kagan, entire

Examinations
There will be two mid-term examinations, one on October 22 and one on November 12. These will be traditional hour examinations, made up of short answers and a longer essay. You will be given a sample exam at least a week before each examination. The final examination is comprehensive and it will contain an essay written on the following topic:

The End of the Roman Empire, edited by Donald Kagan presents a number of different explanations for the "Fall of the Roman Empire." This question is one of the most difficult of all historical issues. Write an essay in which you present what seems to you to be the most convincing explanation for the fall of the Roman empire in the West. In your essay you should refer to some of the views expressed in the Kagan book and you should bring in references to the primary sources and class discussions wherever appropriate. Remember that this is a difficult question, calling for considerable insight and introspection.
The whole of the course will thus lead up to the issues raised in the final exmination. The last week of the course will be devoted to a discussion of the "Decline and Fall" and you will have considerable opportunity to try out your views before putting them down in writing.

Graduate Students: In addition to the above assignments and examinations, graduate students will be expected to prepare a traditional 10-20-page term paper on a topic to be agreed upon in consultation with the instructor. The topic may involve anything of interest within the period covered by the course; it should be narrow enough that it can be covered in a relatively short paper. The paper should include the use of at least some primary sources and it should be properly written and documented (with footnotes and bibliography). Graduate student papers are due no later than class time on December 1.

Grades: Grades will be determined at the discretion of the instructor, but the following will give an idea of the value of the respective parts of the course:

undergraduates graduates
First Mid-Term Exam 25% 20%
Second Mid-Term Exam 25% 20%
Paper 25%
Final Exam 40% 30%
Participation 10% 5%

Remember that plagiarism in any form is dishonest and cannot be tolerated. It can lead to serious disciplinary measures, including dismissal from the University.


