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	History 506
History of Early Christianity


The history of Christian origins and expansion to about 600 C.E., including such topics as conflict with the Roman Empire, internal divisions, basic institutions, the legalization of Christianity, monasticism, and the papacy.

REQUIRED BOOKS:

W. H. C. Frend, The Early Church (Fortress Press pb) 
E. R. Dodds, Pagan and Christian in an Age of Anxiety 
Early Christian Writings (Penguin Paperback) 
Eusebius, The History of the Church (Penguin pb) 
The New Testament (any scholarly translation will do; there are copies of The New Testament of the Jerusalem Bible available) 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1. Hour Exam on Topics I-II, 25%
2. Final Examination, 30%
3. Term paper (7-10 pages) on "Eusebius the Historian", 25%
4. Two brief analytical papers (3-5 pages) on topics to be assigned
First paper 10%
Second paper 10%

Each student must take the examinations and hand in the papers at the scheduled time. For each day late, a paper will lose 5% of its grade, unless some other arrangement has been made. A student should keep a personal copy of every paper submitted. No make-up examination will be allowed unless the student has a convincing excuse and has contacted Professor Lynch in advance. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense; all written work must be the student's own.

ACADEMIC OBJECTIVES:
I want you to develop the following skills and competences:

To master the basic factual knowledge of the major issues, events, and personalities of this period in the history of ancient Christianity. 
To be able to think critically about historical issues and about the ways in which those issues have been interpreted. 
To be able to analyze historical data and reach informed conclusions about those data. 
To be able to express yourself with precision and clarity, whether orally or in writing. 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND READINGS
(Students should complete the assigned reading in the order in which it is assigned)

I. Sept 20-Oct. 6 ORIGINS AND FIRST CENTURY
1) Frend, pp. 1-48
2) the Gospel of Mark
3) Luke, Acts, chs 1-15:35
4) Luke, Acts, chs 15:36-28
5) Paul, First Letter to the Corinthians

+++++++++October 2 - FIRST BRIEF PAPER DUE++++++++++++

II. Oct. 9-18 SECOND CENTURY CRISES
1) Frend, pp. 49-71
2) Gospel of Thomas (handout)
3) Teaching of Basileides (Handout)
4) (On Montanus) Eusebius, Book 5, ch.3 (p. 150); chs 14-19 (pp. 159-168)

+++++October 20 - EXAMINATION ON TOPICS I and II++++++

III. Oct. 23-27 CONSOLIDATION: BISHOP CANON AND CREED
1) Didache in Early Christian Writings, pp. 185-199
2) Irenaeus (Handout)
3) Letters of Ignatius, Early Christian Writers, pp. 55-112
4) Muratorian Fragment (Handout)

++++++++++October 27 - SECOND BRIEF PAPER DUE++++++++++

IV. Oct. 30-Nov. 8 THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND CHRISTIANITY
1) Frend, pp. 95-106
2) Tacitus on Nero's Persecution: Frend, Early Church, pp. 30-31
3) Letter of Pliny to Trajan and Trajan's Response (Handout)
4) The Martyrdom of Polycarp in Early Christian Writings, pp.115-135
5) Frend pp. 63-66 (on apologists)
6) Epistle to Diognetus in Early Christian Writings, pp. 137-151

V. Nov. 13-22 INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS
1) Frend, pp. 72-94
2) (On Origen) Eusebius, Book 6, chs 1-39, pp. 179-209
3) Dodds, Pagan and Christian in an Age of Anxiety

++November 22 - PAPER ON "EUSEBIUS THE HISTORIAN" DUE++

VI. Nov. 27-Dec. 1 CONSTANTINE
1) Frend, pp. 107-143
2) Eusebius, Bks 8,9,10, pp. 256-333 (Skip from p. 306 to the top of p. 322)

+++++FINAL EXAM--Wednesday, December 6, 11:30-1:18+++++


