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	History 507
History of Medieval Christianity


The development of Christianity between about 600 and 1500, including such topics as conversion of the barbarians, the Carolingians, the Investitute Controversy, monastic reforms, the Franciscans and other friars, heresy, popular religion, and the crises of the late medieval church.

REQUIRED BOOKS:
Joseph H. Lynch, Medieval Church: A Brief History 
David Ayers, The Records of Christianity, vol II 
C. H. Lawrence, The Friars 
C. Bynum, Holy Feast, Holy Fast 
Handouts 

ACADEMIC OBJECTIVES: I want you to develop the following skills and competences:

To master the basic factual knowledge of the major issues, events, and personalities in the history of medieval Christianity. 
To be able to think critically about historical issues and about the ways in which those issues have been interpreted. 
To be able to analyze historical data and reach informed conclusions about those data. 
To be able to express yourself with precision and clarity, whether orally or in writing. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Mid-term Exam 25%
Final Examination 30%

Term paper (7-10 pages) 25%
First paper (3-5 pages) 10%
Second paper (3-5 pages) 10%


Each student must take the examinations and hand in the papers at the scheduled time. For each day late, a paper will lose 5% of its grade, unless some other arrangement has been made. A student should keep a personal copy of every paper submitted. No make-up examination will be allowed unless the student has a convincing excuse and has contacted Professor Lynch in advance. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense; all written work must be the student's own.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF TWICE-WEEKLY LECTURES AND READINGS
(Students should complete the assigned reading in the order in which it is assigned) 

I. ANCIENT CHRISTIAN BACKGROUND

Lynch, 1-18 
II. THE BEGINNINGS OF THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH

Lynch, 19-34 
Ayers, 1-29 
III. THE CONVERSION OF THE BARBARIAN WEST

Lynch, 35-53 
Ayers, 30-68 
+++++FIRST BRIEF PAPER DUE+++++

IV. THE PAPAL-FRANKISH ALLIANCE

Lynch, 54-64 
V. CAROLINGIAN CHRISTIANITY

Lynch, 65-96 
VI. CAROLINGIAN COLLAPSE

Lynch, 97-116 
+++++SECOND BRIEF PAPER DUE+++++

VII. CHRISTIANITY IN THE YEAR 1000

Lynch, 116-135 
Ayers, 107-132 
VIII.THE ELEVENTH-CENTURY REFORMS

Lynch, 136-150 
IX. CHRISTENDOM

Lynch, 151-167 
Ayers, 285-307 
+++++MID-TERM EXAMINATION++++

X. PAPAL TRIUMPH

Lynch, 168-182 
XI. THE NEW TESTAMENT REVIVAL

Lynch, 183-196 
Ayers, 245-256 
XII. MONASTIC LIFE: THE TWELFTH CENTURY

Lynch, 197-215 
Ayers, 133-160 
XIII. THE DISSENTERS

Lynch, 216-227 
Ayers, 176-189 and 257-268 
XIV. THE FRIARS

Lynch, 228-238 
Ayers, 161-176 
XV. THE SCHOOLS

Lynch, 239-255 
Ayers, 190-208 
+++++TERM PAPER DUE BASED ON LAWRENCE, THE FRIARS+++++

XVI. CHRISTIAN LIFE

Lynch, 256-272 
Ayers, 209-232 
XVII SACRAMENTS

Lynch, 273-302 
Bynum, Holy Feast 
XVIII. LATE MEDIEVAL CRISES

Lynch, 303-314 
XIX. LATE MEDIEVAL CHURCH

Lynch, 315-335 
XX. REFORM AND REFORMATION

Lynch, 336-345 
++++FINAL EXAMINATION++++


