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	History 508.01
MEDIEVAL EUROPE I: 300-1100


The history of Medieval Europe from about 300 to about 1100, including such topics as the decline of the Roman Empire, barbarian invasions, the conversion of the Germanic and Celtic peoples, the Carolingian Empire, the Vikings, feudalism and manorialism, economic and demographic recovery, the Investiture Controversy, and the First Crusade.

REQUIRED BOOKS:
B. Tierney, Western Europe in the Middle Ages, 5th ed. 1992 
Rule of St. Benedict, translated by Timothy Fry 
Two Lives of Charlemagne 
Abelard, The Story of Abelard's Adversities 
Handouts 

ACADEMIC OBJECTIVES: I want you to develop the following skills and competences:

To master the basic factual knowledge of the major issues, events, and personalities of this period in the history of the early middle ages. 
To be able to think critically about historical issues and about the ways in which those issues have been interpreted. 
To be able to analyze historical data and reach informed conclusions about those data. 
To be able to express yourself with precision and clarity, whether orally or in writing. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1) Midterm examination 25%
2) Final Examination 45%
3) We shall read three original sources (Benedict, Einhard, Abelard).
You will write brief (3-5 pages) papers based on topics to be assigned
from the source reading. Each paper is due one week after our in-class
discussion of the source.
A) brief paper on Benedict 10%
B) brief paper on Einhard 10%
C) brief paper on Abelard 10%

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND READINGS:

1) THE LATE ROMAN EMPIRE
Tierney, pp. 17-34

2) THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Tierney, pp. 35-59

3) THE GERMANIC INVASIONS
Tierney, pp. 61-82
+Discuss Rule of Benedict+

4) CONVERSION OF THE WEST
Tierney, 111-123

5) ISLAM AND BYZANTIUM
Tierney, 123-135
+Benedict Paper due+

6) CRISIS OF THE EIGHTH CENTURY
Tierney, 111-134

7) THE CAROLINGIANS
Tierney, 137-146
+Discuss Einhard, Life of Charlemagne

8) THE CAROLINGIAN RENAISSANCE

9) THE WEST BESIEGED
Tierney, 147-155
+Einhard Paper due+

+++++++++ MIDTERM EXAM +++++++++

10) FEUDALISM
Tierney, 159-177

11) MANORIALISM
Tierney, 177-193

12) EARLY MEDIEVAL GOVERNMENT
Tierney, 195-226

13) THE MONASTIC REFORM MOVEMENTS
Tierney, 227-233

14) THE GREGORIAN REFORM
Tierney, 233-245
+Discuss Abelard, The Story of Abelard's Adversities

15) THE CRUSADES
Tierney, 249-270

16) ECONOMIC REVIVAL
Tierney, 271-277
+Abelard paper due+

17) URBAN REVIVAL
Tierney, 277-287

18) CULTURAL REVIVAL
Tierney, 299-320

+++++FINAL EXAMINATION+++++

In the interest of fairness, all students must take the examinations at the assigned time. Make-up exams will be granted only if a student has contacted the instructor before the examination to make arrangements for a make-up examination.

Papers are due on the assigned date. Late papers will be accepted, but there will be a penalty of 5 points for each day that the paper is late.

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second week of classes. No requests to add the course will be approved by the departmental chair after that time.

All papers and examinations must be your own work. Plagiarism is not allowed.


