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Course Description
 
Few periods of European history offer as much variety, interest, and significance as the six centuries between 400 and 1000 AD.  A study of this period takes the student from Iran to Iceland, from the splendors of Rome, Baghdad, and Constantinople to the roadless woods and waters of northern Europe.  It is an age that seems very close to us – throughout this period, the familiar political, religious, and geographical boundaries of Europe emerge for the first time – and yet very far away, a weird and fascinating landscape filled with artistic monks, illiterate kings, celibate queens, and Viking berserkers.
 
We will tackle this period on two levels.  First, using a broad historical brush, we will look at how the growth and collapse of empires, the spread of religions, and the movements of peoples between 400 and 1000 formed what we call “Europe.”  Second, through primary source readings, we will work to gain a closer appreciation of the formation of early medieval culture, a dynamic mixture of Roman, Christian, and Germanic peoples, social structures, and ideas. 
 
Course Objectives
 
By the conclusion of the course, students should:
        have gained an understanding of the major forces and figures which shaped this period.
        be able to analyze and interpret primary sources, both “historical” and “literary,” and use them as evidence to support historical arguments.
        have improved their communications skills by forming written arguments on papers and tests.
        be able to evaluate historical labels and to determine whether or not the term “Dark Ages” is appropriate to describe the period from 400 to 1000.
 
 
Course Texts (available at bookstore)
 
        Barbara H. Rosenwein, A Short History of the Middle Ages, 2nd ed. (2004)
        John Haywood, The Penguin Historical Atlas of the Vikings (1995)
        Timothy Fry, The Rule of Saint Benedict in English (1982)
        Christopher De Hamel, The British Library Guide to Manuscript Illumination: History and Techniques (2001)
        Penguin Custom Editions, The Western World (2006)
Course Expectations and Grading
 
Total of 400 points
 
Attendance and Participation: [10% or 40 points]
Students are expected to be present, to arrive on-time, to have completed the assigned reading, and to participate actively in class discussions. Students should also bring assigned primary readings to class. Failure to meet any of these expectations will result in a grade reduction. For each of the primary source readings, students are asked to write a paragraph responding to the reading. This will be turned in for credit in this category. Other in-class projects will also count toward the number of points in this category.
 
Map Quiz: [5% or 20 points]
The quiz will cover basic geography that is necessary for an understanding of medieval history.
 
Manuscript Project: [10% or 40 points]
Students will take a short quiz and produce their own manuscript. The quiz will be worth 10 points and the manuscript 30 points. See the end of the syllabus for more details.
 
Essay: [20% or 80 points]
Students will write a short paper (5-6 pages) on a primary source that has been read and discussed in class.  The paper should put forth an argument about the significance of the source for the historians.  In addition, it should discuss (1) the circumstances of the composition, and (2) what the author is literally saying.  Secondary sources should not be used, except for the textbook and general reference works.  The emphasis here is twofold: on making an interesting argument, and on a careful, close, and accurate reading of the text. Further instructions will be provided before the due date.
 
MidTerm Examination: [25% or 100 points]
The Midterm Examination will include objective questions and essays.
 
Final Examination: [30% or 120 points]
Although the emphasis will be on the second half of the course, the Final Examination will be comprehensive, including material covered in the first half of the course. It will include objective questions and essays.
 
 
Computing your grade. At the end of the quarter, your numerical score will be converted to a letter grade. To determine your grade, I will divide the total number of points by 4 and then convert the percentage to a letter grade according to the following scale:
A: 92.6 and above                                C+: 77.6-79.5
A-: 89.6-92.5                                       C: 72.6-77.5
B+: 87.6-89.5                                      C-: 69.6-72.5
B: 82.6-87.5                                        D+: 67.6-69.5
B-: 79.6-82.5                                       D: 62-67.5
                                                            E: below 62
 
 
 
 
 

Grading Standards for Written Assignments:
The following grading guidelines reflect the great value I place on the quality of student writing.
A:    Exceptionally well-written and well-organized, strong argument, excellent analysis,
insight into material, offering significant evidence and material as support, not repetitive or regurgitative.
B:    By comparison this paper is not as well written, is lacking in one way or another (compared to an “A” paper), may exhibit some mastery of material but is often repetitive or regurgitative.
C:    Deficient in writing or organization, marked by a paucity of sources, “satisfactory,” lacking analysis.
D:    Serious flaws in any or many of the areas mentioned above.
E:     Didn’t answer the question, incoherent, entirely missed the nature/goal of the assignment.
 

 

Plagiarism and the Correct Citation of Sources
Plagiarism (using someone else’s work under your own name) 
will not be tolerated under any circumstances. 
Those guilty of plagiarism usually receive a failing grade in the course. 
Remember: if you can find it on the Internet, so can I.

For an explanation of what constitutes plagiarism, see the following link: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
 
Still unsure about what constitutes plagiarism? These sites will help:
www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html
www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html
For information about how to cite and footnote your sources correctly, follow one of the following styles (the two most commonly used by historians): 
Chicago Manual of Style or Turabian.
www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/works_cited.htm
 
 
University Policies
 
Registration
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and one time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
Students with disabilities
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
 
Academic Dishonesty
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, including plagiarism and dishonesty in connection with examinations. All instances of alleged academic misconduct will be reported to the committee.
 
Course Outline
 
      I.  The Early Early Middle Ages: The Empires of Late Antiquity
 
     II.  The Seventh and Eighth Centuries:  Monasticism, Manuscripts and Mass Conversion
 
    III. Charlemagne and the Carolingians:  The First European Empire
 
    IV.  The Invaders are Invaded:  The Viking Age
 
     V.  Approaching the Millennium:  The Tenth Century and the Y1K
 
 
N.B.:  The following schedule is approximate and may change as circumstances dictate.
 
Course Schedule
 
Part 1. The Early Early Middle Ages: The Empires of Late Antiquity
 
Week one

R Sept 21
     Introductions: The “Dark Ages” and the Legacy of Rome
 
Week two
T Sept 26
     The Barbarians; The Fall of Rome?
     Reading: Rosenwein, Short History of the Middle Ages, ch. 1
     Reading: The Western World, pp. 1-5 (Tacitus)
 
R Sept 28
     Rome: Fallen and Unfallen
     Reading: The Western World, pp. 6-12 (Gibbon)
     Reading: The Western World, pp. 13-26 (Augustine)
 
Part 2. The seventh and Eighth Centuries:
Monasticism, Mass Conversion, and Manuscripts
 
Week three
T Oct 3
     Early Monasticism
     Reading: Begin The Rule of St. Benedict
     Reading: The Western World, pp. 32-39 (Athanasius)
     Webpage: check out a 12th-c. manuscript page of Benedict’s Rule: http://www.evergreen.loyola.edu/~fbauerschmidt/images/12th_cent_rule.jpg 
 
R Oct 5
     MAP QUIZ
     Benedict’s Rule and Irish Monasticism
     Reading: Finish The Rule of St. Benedict
     Reading: The Western World, pp. 47-52 (Gregory the Great, “A Miracle Worker”)
 
Week four
T Oct 10
     The Christianization of Early Medieval Europe
     Reading: Rosenwein, Short History of the Middle Ages, ch. 2
     Reading: The Western World, pp. 59-67 (“Anglo-Saxon Heroism”)
 
R Oct 12
     Monks, Manuscripts and Monsters
     Reading: De Hamel, British Library Guide to Manuscript Illumination, pp. 6-56
 
Week five
T Oct 17
     Reading: De Hamel, British Library Guide to Manuscript Illumination, pp. 57-83
 
R Oct 19
     MANUSCRIPT PROJECT DUE
     Introduction to Charlemagne and the Carolingians
     Midterm Review
 
Week six
T Oct 24
     MIDTERM EXAMINATION
 
Part 3. Charlemagne and the Carolingian Age:
The First European Empire
 
R Oct 26
     Charlemagne, Administrator and Emperor
     Reading: Rosenwein, Short History of the Middle Ages, ch. 3
 
Week seven
T Oct 31
     Charlemagne’s Household
     Reading: Einhard, Life of Charlemagne
     Work on essay
 
R Nov 2
     Charlemagne the Patron of the Carolingian Renaissance; After Charlemagne
     Reading: Einhard, Life of Charlemagne
     Work on essay
 
Part 4. The Invaders are Invaded:
The Viking Age
 
Week eight
T Nov 7
     The Invaders of the Ninth and Tenth Centuries
     Reading: Rosenwein, Short History of the Middle Ages, ch. 4; Atlas of the Vikings, pp. 8-21
     ESSAY DUE
 
R Nov 9
     The Viking Raids on Francia and the British Isles
     Reading: Atlas of the Vikings, pp. 46-85
 
Week nine
T Nov 14
     To the West and the East: Vikings in America and Russia
     Reading: Atlas of the Vikings, pp. 86-109
     Reading: The Western World, pp. 76-86 (“The Norse Discovery of America”)
 
Part 5. Approaching the Millennium:
The Tenth Century and the Year 1000
 
R Nov 16
     What was happening in the tenth century?
     Reading: “The Peasant Bodo” (Handout)
 
Week ten
T Nov 21
     What was happening around the year 1000?
     Reading: TBA
 
Thanksgiving Holiday: Nov 23-26
 
Week eleven
T Nov 28
     A Sneak Preview of the High and Late Middle Ages
     Reading: TBA
 
R Nov 30 Last class day
     A Dark Age?

     Exam review

__________________________________
FINAL EXAMS: December 4-7
 
FINAL EXAM: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 9:30-11:18 AM

