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Medieval Europe 2, 1000-1500:

Cathedrals, Crusaders, and Colleges

History 508.02
TR 10:00-11:48

Daniel Hobbins

Dulles Hall 320
292-7200
hobbins.7@osu.edu
Office hours: W 2:00-4:00 and by appointment
Call #11022-9

Course Description

This course examines European civilization for the period generally known as the High Middle Ages, the centuries in which many of the best-known characteristics of medieval culture emerge. During these centuries, Europe emerged from the relative darkness of the Early Middle Ages with an explosion of population, economy, intellectual life, and culture. Three emblematic developments of the High Middle Ages help us to structure our exploration of this fascinating but foreign period: cathedral-building, the crusading movement, and the rise of universities. We will discuss the foundations and contexts of these developments, addressing for instance the nature of the agricultural and commercial revolutions, high medieval religion, and medieval politics and patronage. Through our common reading of primary and secondary sources, we will investigate the architecture, the institutions, the groups and the dynamic individuals who shaped these creative centuries in European history.

Course Objectives

By the conclusion of the course, students should:

· be able to identify and describe the basic institutions that defined the High Middle Ages.  In addition, they should be able to discuss these institutions and to retell the main narratives of the period using detailed examples.

· be able to analyze and interpret primary sources, both “historical” and “literary,” and use them as evidence to support historical arguments.

· be able to summarize history books and articles accurately and succinctly, and to evaluate the extent to which their arguments are supported by the evidence they adduce.

· be prepared to discuss the different ways that medieval people viewed the world.

· describe and evaluate the argument that the High Middle Ages represented a “renaissance.”

Course Texts (available at bookstore)

· Barbara H. Rosenwein, A Short History of the Middle Ages: Volume II: From c.900 to c.1500 (2004): optional
· The Letters of Abelard and Heloise, trans. Radice (rev. edition, 2004)
· Robert A. Scott, The Gothic Enterprise (2006)
· Constance Bouchard, Strong of Body, Brave & Noble: Chivalry and Society in Medieval France (1998)
· Thomas Madden, The New Concise History of the Crusades (2005)
· Custom edition: Exploring the European Past (Winter 2007)
Course Expectations and Grading

Total of 400 points

Attendance and Participation: [10% or 40 points]
Students are expected to be present, to arrive on-time, to have completed the assigned reading, and to participate actively in class discussions. Students should also bring assigned primary readings to class. Failure to meet any of these expectations will result in a grade reduction. For primary source readings, students will often be asked to write a paragraph responding to the reading or to post on Carmen. This will be counted for credit in this category. Carmen contributions will not be accepted late. Other in-class projects and quizzes will also count toward the number of points in this category.

Map Quiz: [5% or 20 points]
The quiz will cover basic geography that is necessary for an understanding of medieval history.

Book Review: [20% or 80 points]
Each student will select a book from the list posted on Carmen, or from discussion with the instructor. All books must be approved by the instructor at least 48 hours before the due date. Book reviews should be 1500-1800 words and, in addition to summarizing the book, should critique the book in relation to themes discussed in class. Follow the guidelines for book reviews, also posted on Carmen.

Close Reading: [10% or 40 points]

Students will write a 3-page paper on a primary source on the Crusades. The paper should introduce the source in the first paragraph. The body of the paper should develop a specific interpretation based on the text itself. The emphasis is twofold: on making an interesting argument, and on a careful, close, and accurate reading of the text. Further instructions will be provided before the due date.

MidTerm Examination: [25% or 100 points]

The Midterm Examination will include objective questions and essays.

Final Examination: [30% or 120 points]

Although the emphasis will be on the second half of the course, the Final Examination will be comprehensive, including material covered in the first half of the course. It will include objective questions and essays.

Computing your grade. At the end of the quarter, your numerical score will be converted to a letter grade. To determine your grade, I will divide the total number of points by 4 and then convert the percentage to a letter grade according to the following scale:

A: 92.6 and above


C+: 77.6-79.5

A-: 89.6-92.5



C: 72.6-77.5

B+: 87.6-89.5



C-: 69.6-72.5

B: 82.6-87.5



D+: 67.6-69.5

B-: 79.6-82.5



D: 62-67.5






E: below 62

Grading Standards for Written Assignments:

The following grading guidelines reflect the great value I place on the quality of student writing.

A:
Exceptionally well-written and well-organized, strong argument, excellent analysis,
insight into material, offering significant evidence and material as support, not repetitive or regurgitative.

B: 
By comparison this paper is not as well written, is lacking in one way or another (compared to an “A” paper), may exhibit some mastery of material but is often repetitive or regurgitative.

C: 
Deficient in writing or organization, marked by a paucity of sources, “satisfactory,” lacking analysis.

D: 
Serious flaws in any or many of the areas mentioned above.

E:
Didn’t answer the question, incoherent, entirely missed the nature/goal of the assignment.

Plagiarism and the Correct Citation of Sources
Plagiarism (using someone else’s work under your own name) 
will not be tolerated under any circumstances. 
Those guilty of plagiarism usually receive a failing grade in the course. 
Remember: if you can find it on the Internet, so can I.

For an explanation of what constitutes plagiarism, see the following link: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Still unsure about what constitutes plagiarism? These sites will help:
www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html
www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html
For information about how to cite and footnote your sources correctly, follow one of the following styles (the two most commonly used by historians): 
Chicago Manual of Style or Turabian.

www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/works_cited.htm
University Policies

Registration
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and one time is solely the responsibility of each student.
Students with disabilities
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Academic Dishonesty
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, including plagiarism and dishonesty in connection with examinations. All instances of alleged academic misconduct will be reported to the committee.

Course Outline


I.
Cathedrals: Windows on the Gothic World


II.
Lords and Vassals: Structures of Medieval Society


III. Intellectuals, Lovers, and Universities: A Medieval Renaissance?


IV.
The Crusades


V.
The Black Death: Symbol of a Broken World?

Please note:  The following schedule is approximate and may change as circumstances dictate. Daily assignments may be found on the updated syllabus on Carmen.
Course Schedule

Part 1. Cathedrals: Windows on the Gothic World

Week one

R Jan 4


Introduction: Three Emblems of the High Middle Ages

Week two
T Jan 9


Medieval Monuments: From Keep to Cathedral


Reading: Rosenwein, Short History of the Middle Ages, ch. 2: “The Expansion of Europe”


Reading: Scott, Gothic Enterprise, pp. 1-64


Note: It would be a good idea to get a head start on Thursday’s reading.
R Jan 11


The Building of Cathedrals: Romanesque to Gothic

Reading: Scott, Gothic Enterprise, pp. 65-143

Reading: Abbot Suger (d. 1155): “On what was done in his administration” (Carmen)


Response: Respond to readings with 2 substantial contributions on Carmen
Week three
T Jan 16


MAP QUIZ

High Medieval Religion

Reading: Scott, Gothic Enterprise, pp. 147-208

Webpage: Explore—and be prepared to discuss—this great website of medieval English stained glass: http://www.cvma.ac.uk 
R Jan 18

What Do Cathedrals Mean?


Reading: Scott, Gothic Enterprise, pp. 211-250

Reading: from Otto von Simson, The Gothic Cathedral: Origins of Gothic Architecture and the Medieval Concept of Order (Carmen)

Response: Respond to readings with 2 substantial contributions on Carmen
Part 2. Lords and Vassals: Structure of Medieval Society

Week four
T Jan 23


The Agricultural and Commercial Revolutions of the High Middle Ages

Reading: Bouchard, Strong of Body, pp. 1-66


Book review topics due


Response: Respond to readings with 2 substantial contributions on Carmen
R Jan 25


The Problem of “Feudalism”


Reading: Bouchard, Strong of Body, 67-102

Week five
T Jan 30


A Chivalrous Society?


Reading: Bouchard, Strong of Body, 103-76


Response: Respond to readings with 2 substantial contributions on Carmen

Midterm Review
R Feb 1


MIDTERM EXAMINATION

Part 3. Intellectuals, Lovers, and Universities: A Medieval Renaissance?
Week six
T Feb 6


Urban Society and Town Life in the High Middle Ages


Reading: ETEP, “Economic Revival and the Growth of Towns,” pp. 1-27 and online images


Reading: Letters of Abelard and Heloise, Clanchy essay, lviii-lxxxii


Reading: Rosenwein, Short History of the Middle Ages, ch. 3: “Institutionalizing Aspirations”

Work on book review
R Feb 8


Heresy and Heretics in the High Middle Ages

Reading: Letters of Abelard and Heloise, pp. 1-43


Reading: ETEP, “The Rise of Medieval Universities,” pp. 29-30, 43-53


Response: Respond to readings with 2 substantial contributions on Carmen

Work on book review
Week seven
T Feb 13


Scholasticism and the Rise of the Schools

Reading: Letters of Abelard and Heloise, pp. 48-89

Work on book review
R Feb 15


Life and Study in the Universities


Reading: Letters of Abelard and Heloise, pp. 93-129, 215-228

Reading: ETEP, “The Rise of the Medieval Universities,” pp. 32-42

BOOK REVIEW DUE

Part 4. The Crusades
Week eight
T Feb 20


The Crusade as a Reform Movement

Reading: Madden, New Concise History of the Crusades, pp. 1-61


Reading: Rosenwein, Short History of the Middle Ages, ch. 4: “Discordant Harmonies”
R Feb 22


Crusading and the Crusader States


Reading: Madden, New Concise History of the Crusades, pp. 63-141

Response: Respond to readings with 2 substantial contributions on Carmen
Week nine
T Feb 27


Crusading Branches Out

Reading: Madden, New Concise History of the Crusades, pp. 143-225


Reading: TBA
R Mar 1


Crusades from the sources

CLOSE READING DUE
Part 5. The Black Death: Symbol of a Broken World?
Week ten
T Mar 6


The Late Middle Ages: Crisis 

Reading: ETEP, “The Black Death,” pp. 57-94 and online visual sources


Reading: Rosenwein, Short History of the Middle Ages, ch. 5: “Catastrophe and Creativity”

Response: Respond to readings with 2 substantial contributions on Carmen
R Mar 8 Last class day

The Late Middle Ages: Crisis (cont.)


Reading: TBA

Exam review
__________________________________
FINAL EXAMS: March 12-15

FINAL EXAM: MONDAY, MARCH 12, 9:30-11:18 AM






