History  511: The Age of Reformation 
 
(sample syllabus)
 
INTRODUCTION
 

March 28: Before the Reformation

 

March 30: The early Reformation, I

            Readings: Cameron, chs. 1-3; Erasmus, Paraclesis
 

April 4: The early Reformation, II

            Readings: Cameron, chs. 4-6; Luther, The 95 Theses
 
PART I: THE REFORMATION PROCESS
 

April 6: Luther stands alone

            Readings: Cameron, chs. 7-9; Luther, The Freedom of a Christian
 

April 11: Luther and Zwingli                    

            Readings: Cameron, ch. 10-12; The 67 Articles of Zwingli                

 

April 13: The Anabaptists

Readings: “The Twelve Articles”; Luther, Against the Peasants; The Schleitheim Confession
 

April 18: “Magnificent Anarchy”

            Readings: Marshall, “Germany” article [course package]; Cameron, ch. 18; 

            Luther, Short Catechism
 

April 20: MID TERM EXAM (IN CLASS: ONE HOUR)
 

April 25: Bucer and Calvin        

Readings: Cameron, chs. 15-16; The Geneva Confession; Draft Ecclesiastical Ordinances
 

PART II: THE REFORMATION IN ACTION
 

April 27: The reformation in England, I: The Henrician Reformation

            Readings: “ England” article [course package]; Tyndale’s Bible; Act in 
            Restraint of Appeals.
 

May 2: The Reformation in England, II: The New Order

Readings:  Marshall, “ England” article [course package]; The Six Articles Act; Cranmer’s Preface to the Great Bible
                        

May 4: The Reformation in England, III: The Reformation established 

            Readings: Marshall, “England”; Pemble, The mischief of ignorance
APPROVAL REQUIRED FOR ALL PAPER TOPICS
 

May 9: The Reformation in Scotland, I: Corruption and disorder

Readings: “Scotland” article [course package]; John Knox: To his beloved brethren; The Scots confession; “Long Reasoning” with Mary Stuart   

            

May 11: The Reformation in Scotland, II: Order, sex and sin 

            Readings: Graham and Parker articles [course package], and Kirk                                Session Register of St. Andrews 

TWO-PAGE OUTLINE REQUIRED FOR TERM PAPER
 
MAY 16 & 18: NO CLASSES: “WRITING WEEK”
MAY 19: FIRST DRAFTS OF ALL PAPERS TO BE E-SENT
 

May 23: The Uncompleted Temple 

            

May 25: The Catholic Counterattack

            Readings: “The Catholic Counterattack” documents [in course packet]

 

May 30: The Counter-Reformation

            Readings: Cameron, chs. 20-21; Marshall “Spain” chapter [in course packet]

 

June 1: A Premature Reformation? 

FINAL TEXT OF ALL PAPERS DUE IN CLASS
 

                                                            Required items
1. Euan Cameron, The European Reformation (Oxford, 1991) available at bookstores
2.  Documents and articles in course package available at Zip Publishing
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
 
(a) Attendance at, and full participation in, all meetings of the class (for 30% of total grade)
 
(b) A one-hour mid-term during the class period on April 20 – consisting of 5 objectives (answer 3) and 3 questions (answer 1) – for 15% of total grade.
 
(c) A second one-hour exam during exam week – consisting of 5 objectives (answer 3) and 3 questions (answer 1) on material presented in class after April 25 – for 15% of total grade.
 
(d) An essay of 8-10 typed pages of text, plus proper footnotes and bibliography, comparing two or more of the documents in the course package (or, with the Instructor’s permission, other Reformation documents) and relating them to the assigned readings for the course (see guidelines on page 4) – for 40% of the total grade.
 
Please note the following deadlines:
 
May 4: approval of topic required
May 11: two-page outline required
May 19: first draft required
June 1: final text required
 
PLEASE NOTE 
 
        All written work will be graded on your familiarity with the material, the cogency of your presentation and the quality of your writing.  You may, of course, defend any position you wish: no orthodoxy – historical, theological or political – is required for the successful completion of this course.
       All students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me privately during my office hours to make arrangements.
        All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
How to write essays involving the analysis of historical documents
 

Assignments consist of two unequal parts.

 

1.      Consider the following five questions as you study each of the documents you choose:

 

        What is the core of the document?  What does it say; what does it not (and perhaps should) say?

         What was the occasion?  (For example, Martin Luther wrote his “Short Catechism” of 1529 in response to his dismay while touring Saxony to measure the progress of “his” Reformation.)

        What antecedents existed? (In the case of the “Short Catechism”, these would include – among other things – Luther’s break with Rome and his doctrine that “Every man is his own priest.”)

        What coincidences can you see?  (Luther wrote his “Short Catechism” as the Turks marched on Vienna, and he wrote other tracts at the same time designed to improve the level of Christian knowledge among his followers.)

        What consequences followed from the document?  (For example, the vernacular Catechism, in question-and-answer form, became a standard tool for “Christianizing” ordinary people; standards of Christian knowledge rose slightly, thanks in part to the use of Catechisms by all the major Western churches.)

 

[Note: the above represent only illustrations of each category; the list is not exhaustive.]

 

Having compared and contrasted your selected documents from each of these perspectives, you will then:

 

2. Relate the document to the assigned readings in the course – both Cameron’s book and the articles in the course package – and to any other works you care to consult.  Does the text confirm or refute points made by later writers?  How important was the text in the overall “Reformation Process”, both in the country in which it was written and elsewhere?

Contents of the Course Package
 

I.                    Preliminary materials: course syllabus and requirements, maps, chronologies and lecture synopses

 

II.                 Documents for class discussion.

1.      Erasmus, Paraclesis (1516)

2.      Luther, The Ninety-Five Theses (in Latin and English, 1517)

3.      Luther, The Freedom of a Christian (1520)

4.      The 67 Articles of Zwingli
5.      The Twelve Articles of the Swabian Peasants (1525)

6.      Luther, Against the robbing and murdering hordes of peasants (1525)

7.      The Schleitheim Confession (1527)

8.      Luther, Shorter Catechism (1529)

9.      Farel and Calvin, The Geneva Confession (1536)

10.  Calvin, Draft Ecclesiastical Ordinances (1541)

11.   The Catholic Counterattack (extracts from Adrian VI’s Instructions; De consilio emendandi, the Capuchin Constitutions, Loyola’s Rules, Eck’s Enchiridion, the Venetian Inquisition.)

12.   Extracts from Tyndale’s English Bible (OT 1530; NT 1534)

13.   The Act in Restraint of Appeals (1533)

14.   The Six Articles Act (1539)

15.   Cranmer’s “Preface” to the “Great Bible” (1540)

16.   William Pemble, The mischief of ignorance (1635)

17.  John Knox, To his beloved brethren the Commonalty of Scotland (1558)

18.   The Scots Confession of Faith (1560)

19.  John Knox’s “Long Reasoning” with Mary Stuart (1561)

20.   Extracts from the Kirk-session Register of St Andrews, Scotland (1592-5)

 

III.               Readings

 

1.      Scribner, Porter and Teich, The Reformation in National Context, chapters on England and Scotland.

2.      Mentzer, Sin and the Calvinists, chapters by Graham and Parker

3.      Marshall, Women in Reformation and Counter-Reformation Europe, chapters on Germany, England and Spain.

 

 

