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	HISTORY 512.01
European History: Early Modern Europe, 1600-1775


This course studies the rise of the absolute state, the changing diplomatic alignments, and the Enlightenment. Students will gain factual knowledge of these events and learn how intellectual, political, and diplomatic forces converged to create early modern Europe. Students will also enhance their analytical and writing skills.

Required Texts:
Richard Dunn, The Age of Religious Wars. 1559-1715 (second ed. Norton) 
Theodore Rabb, The Struggle for Stability in Early Modern Europe (Oxford) 
John Rule, Louis XIV, "Great Lives Observed." 
Norman Hampson, The Enlightenment (Penguin) 
Voltaire, Letters on England (Penguin) 

Examinations: There will be a mid-term examination, tentatively scheduled for May 4. It will cover readings in Dunn, Rabb and Rule. The final examination is scheduled for June 5, at 11:30-1:18.

Paper: There will be a brief paper on Voltaire's Letters on England (4 to 5 pages); the exact topic will be selected in consultation with the instructor.

Grades:
Midterm exam 25%
Paper 25%
Final exam 40%
Instructor 10%, based on attendance; class participation & "improvement."

Lectures: It is impossible to lay out a day-to-day course of lectures, but we will, tentatively, cover the following topics on a weekly basis.

First Week: General introduction to the geographical and political division of Europe in the sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries; topics of discussion such as the religious reformation, mercantilism, and absolutism; the concept of early modern Europe,' and the "crisis thesis' of Europe in the early 17th century; the idea of the baroque. Then in particular, the emergence and decline of the Spanish Empire and Counter Reformation. Dunn, 1-28, and 103-150; Rabb, 3-34.

Second Week: We will consider the emergence and decline of the United Provinces of the Dutch Netherlands; and the re-emergence of France from the time of troubles during the Religious Wars through the administration of Cardinal Richelieu, cat 1640s. Dunn, 30-89; Rabb, 35-62.

Third Week: We will discuss the Thirty Year's War; the Crisis Thesis of Rabb; the Military Revolution; and the emergence of the Austrian Empire under the Habsburgs. Dunn, 80-102; and Rabb, entire.

Fourth Week: France's European dominance in the Age of Louis XIV; conflicts in England, the Glorious Revolution of 1688; the Northern Crowns (Sweden and Denmark); mercantile wars. Dunn, 144-198; and Rule, 1-62.

Fifth Week: The France of Louis XIV: a study of civilization. Dunn, 199-258; and Rule, entire.

Sixth Week: The emergence of the 18th century; the State System; the great World Wars; the balance of power at the time of the Pacification of Utrecht. Dunn, 259-301; Rabb and Rule, review for the midterm examination.

Seventh Week: The Scientific Revolution and the General Revolution in Ideas leading to the Enlightenment. Dunn, (review), 199-216; 319-377; Voltaire entire; Hampson, 15-126.

Eighth Week: The Enlightenment, in ideas and as it influences the State; flowering of Enlightened Despotism. Hampson, 128-283.

Ninth and Tenth Weeks: A study of the Late Enlightenment; the mid-century crises. A review of all the assignments.

List of Additional Readings, largely texts:

Geoffrey Parker, Europe in Crisis, 1598-1648 

J.S. Bromley, ed., The Rise of Great Britain and Russia, 1644-1715/25, The New Cambridge Modern History, vol. 6 

F. L. Carsten, ea., The Ascendancy of France, 1648-1688, The New Cambridge Modern History, vol. 5 

John Stoye, Europe Unfolding, 1648-1688 (Harper Torch) 

Carlo M. Cipolla, Before the Industrial Revolution European: Society & Economy, 1500-1700 in the "Fontana Economic History of Europe." 

Raymond Birn, Crisis, Absolutism, Revolution: Europe 1648-1789/91 (Holt) 

Ragnhild Hatton, Europe in the Age of Louis XIV (Harcourt, Brace) 

Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern World System II: Mercantilism and The European World System 1660-1750 (Academic Press) 

William Doyle, The Old European Order (Oxford) 

George Rude, Europe in the Eighteenth Century (Harvard) 

Geoffrey Parker, The Military Revolution: Military Innovation and the Rise of the West 1500-1800 

Keith Thomas, Man and the Natural World: A History of Modern Sensibility 

J.H. Elliott, Imperial Spain. 1469-1716

For a study of the Enlightenment I suggest four important works:

Carl Becker, The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth Century; Ernst Cassirer, The Philosophy of the Enlightenment; Paul Hazard, The European Mind. 1680-1715: and Peter Gay, The Enlightenment... 2 vols.

Also the important and amusing work of Robert Darnton, The Great Cat Massacre....; and The Lite


