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History 512.02: Revolutionary Europe, 1770-1815

 
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 

Course Description

 
A survey of Europe from the era of the French Revolution from about 1770, when the French “old regime” began to exhibit signs of unraveling from within, to 1815, when Napoleon Bonaparte lost the last of the revolutionary wars.  Although the emphasis in this course will necessarily fall on France itself, an effort will be made to place the French Revolution in a European-wide comparative perspective in order to determine what was unique about France such that conditions common to the European Old Regime came to the point of collapse and the project of radically discontinuous “revolution” only there. An attempt will also be made to isolate those conditions that were permanently altered as a result of the Revolution, not only in France but in the rest of Europe and the world.  Among these conditions, that of religion will receive special attention. The question will be asked—and perhaps even answered—how the French Revolution gave birth to the first attempt to eradicate Christianity, and thereby refracted Europe’s erstwhile religious and political divisions into the modern one between religious “conservatives” and secular “progressives.” 
With a couple of exceptions, the course format will that of lectures accompanied by outlines and illustrated by prints in the first half of each class session followed by class discussions based on the common readings in the second. Along with faithful attendance and active participation in discussions, the course requirements will consist of three take-home essays on the problems of the origins of the Revolution, the causes of the Terror, and of the relation of Napoleon Bonaparte to the Revolution. In addition, the course will require one short quiz as well as well as one short position paper in connection with a mock trial of the king Louis XVI.  The main texts to be used are Keith Baker’s edited primary documents entitled The Old Regime and the French Revolution, Peter Campbell’s edited book of essays on The Origins of the French Revolution, Jeremy Popkin’s A Brief History of the French Revolution, Michael Walzer’s Regicide and Revolution, which contains speeches delivered on the occasion of the trial of Louis XVI, and Felix Markham’s short Napoleon, just for something to read on that subject. A short course reader will contain a little additional material culled from book chapters or scholarly journals.   
 
Books Required
 
Keith M. Baker, The Old Regime and the French Revolution, at SBX
Peter Campbell, ed. The Origins of the French Revolution, at SBX
Felix Markham, Napoleon, at SBX
Jeremy Popkin, A Short History of the French Revolution, at SBX
Michael Walzer, Regicide and Revolution, at SBX
Dale K. Van Kley, “512.02 Course Packet” at COPEEZ
 
Course Requirements, Due Dates, and Grades
 
Oct.  19: An 8-page take-home essay exam on the problem of the origins of the French Revolution (a page being defined by a 12 point New Times Roman font with no more than 1-inch margins, top and bottom, left and right)
Oct.  26: A short multiple-choice quiz on Jeremy Popkin’s A Short History of the French Revolution
Oct.  31: A short 3-4-page paper on the position in the trial that you have chosen to represent
Nov. 16: An 8-page take-home essay exam on the subject of the relation between the principles of 1789 and the Terror based on opposing articles by Keith Baker and Lynn Hunt and using Palmer and documents in Baker   
Dec. 05: Final 8-page take-home essay exam on Napoleon’s relation to the French Revolution
Regular class attendance: a penalty of half a grade will be imposed for every three class periods of unexcused absence, a class period being defined as each approximately forty-five-minute segment of a one-hour and forty-eight-minute class 
In calculating the final grade, the three major take-home essays will count for 25% each, the position paper on the trial of the king will be valued at 10%, class participation in class discussions will worth another 10%, and the quiz will constitute the remaining 5%. 
 
                                        Schedule of Topics and Reading Assignments
 
The Collapse of the Old Regime
 
September-October (Popkin, A Short History of the French Revolution, 1-34)
  
  21:     Organization and some reflections on the subject of “revolution”
Lecture: The “Old Regime” in Europe
  26:     Lecture: The “Old Regime” in France 
            Discussion of Loyseau, from “A treatise on Orders,” in Baker, The Old Regime and the French Revolution, 13-31
  28:     Lecture: Economic and fiscal origins 
            Reading: Joël Félix, “The Financial Origins of the French Revolution” in Peter Campbell, The Origins of the French Revolution, pp. 35-62)
            Lecture: Fiscal and Social Origins
            Reading: Bien, “Offices, Corps, and a System of State Credit: The Uses of Privilege under the Ancien Regime,” in Course Reader
  03:     Lecture: Political origins and the paradox of politics in an absolute monarchy 
            Discussion on Baker, The Old Regime “session of the scourging” and “remonstrances of the Cour des aides” in Baker, 47-70; and John Hardman, “Decision-Making” and Peter Campbell, “The Paris Parlement in the 1780s” in Campbell, The Origins, pp. 63-102
  05:     Lecture: Religious origins of the Revolution
            Discussion on Bossuet, “Politics Derived from the Words of Holy Scripture,” in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 31-47; and Van Kley, “The Religious Origins of the French Revolution” in Campbell, The Origins of the French Revolution, pp. 160-90. Also highly recommended is Michael Walzer’s introduction in his Regicide and Revolution, pp. 1-46 
  10:     Lecture: the Intellectual origins and the Enlightenment
            Discussion on Turgot, “The definition of an Encyclopedia” and “On Foundations,” in Baker, The Old Regime and the French Revolution, 71-97; and selections from Rousseau, The Social Contract, in Course Reader 
  12:     Lecture: The “pre-revolution,” 1787-88 
            Discussion on “Proceedings of the Assembly of Notables, parlementary opposition, and controversy surrounding the convocation of the Estates General, in Baker, The Old Regime, 97-154; and Sieyès, from “What is the Third Estate,” also in Baker, The Old Regime, 154-84.  
17:     Lecture: From the meeting of the Estates General to the March to Versailles 
Discussion of “dispatches from Paris” to the “Decrees of the National Assembly, 10-11 August,” in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 184-231; and John Markoff, “Peasants and their Grievances” in Campbell, The Origins, pp. 239-66
            
The French Revolution
 
October-November (Popkin, A Short History of the French Revolution, 36-110)
  
  19:     Lecture: The Declaration of Rights of Man and the Citizen and the Constitution of 1791
            Discussion on American and French declarations of rights based on readings in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 237-39, 249-62; and “introduction to the second section of the course” and the declarations of rights by the states of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, plus Edmund Burke, from Reflections on the French Revolution, all in Course Reader. 
First 6-page take-home essay exam due
  24:     Lecture: From the Civil Constitution of the Clergy to the flight to Varennes 
            Discussion on “The Civil Constitution of the Clergy” in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 239-42; and “the king’s declaration on leaving Paris” plus petitions by clubs and debate in National Assembly, also in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 269-86; and Maistre, Considerations on  France, pp. 445-52
  26:     Lecture: The Legislative Assembly and the way to war; and a multiple-choice quiz on Popkin, A Short History of the French Revolution
  31:     Lecture: The fall of the monarchy and the September massacres
            Discussion on Roland’s “letter to the king” plus addresses by fédérés and sections, etc. in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 286-302 
Discussion: Class trial of the king based on speeches by deputies in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 302-24; but principally in Michael Walzer, Regicide and Revolution, 47-214.  A short 2-3 page paper on the position in the trial that you have chosen to represent is due. 
02:     Lecture: The Revolution at war with its enemies and itself: from the Vendée to the “federalist” revolt
Discussion of addresses to and speeches in Convention, in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 325-30; and Tackett, “The West in France,” in “512.02 Course Reader”
  07:     Lecture: The “Sans-Culottes” and the Terror 
            Discussion on petitions and registers of Paris sections and decrees by and reports to Convention, and Robespierre’s “Report on the Principles of Political Morality” of Feb. 5, 1794, in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 330-62, 368-84
09:     Lecture: “Dechristianization”: a religious aspect of the Terror
Discussion on reports on the republican calendar and the Festival of the Supreme Being in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 362-68, 384-91
  14:     Lecture: The Directory between “Left” and “Right” 

Reading: “Manifesto” by Directors and Babeuf’s principles and defense, in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 392-404; and Lynn Hunt et al. in Course Reader 

Lecture: The Gallican Church and the Directorial Terror
Reading: Van Kley, “The Project of Catholic Reform in an Era of Anti-Catholic Revolution,” in Course Reader  
 
The Napoleonic Episode 

 
November to December (Popkin, A Short History of the French Revolution, 111-50)
  
 16:      Lecture: Napoleon Bonaparte and the Italian campaign
            Reading: Felix Markham, Napoleon, pp. 15-54 
 21:      Lecture: Napoleon Bonaparte: from the Coup (of 18 Brumaire) to the Concordat (of 1801)
            Discussion on Bonaparte’s speeches and proclamations and Constitution of the Year VIII, and Address to the Clergy of Milan, in Baker, The Old Regime, pp. 405-15, 423-25; and Felix Markham, Napoleon, pp. 55-102
Second 6-page take-home essay exam due
  21:     Lecture: From Consulate to Empire in France 
            Reading: “Napoleonic ideas,” in Baker, 416-23 
            Lecture: From “sister republics” to Empire in Europe 
            Reading: Markham, Napoleon, pp. 103-50
  28:     Lecture: Napoleon and the Papacy

            Reading: Bonaparte’s letter to Pius VII and to Cardinal Fesch, in Baker, 425-26; and Markham, pp. 150-54                 

            Lecture and discussion: The Napoleonic Empire and the Rise of Religious Nationalism 
Reading: Markham, Napoleon, pp. 155-216
30:     Lecture: The 100 Days and Defeat at Waterloo 
 
          Final on Napoleon, for or against, based on Markham, Napoleon, pp. 216-35
05:     Final 6-page take-home essay exam on Napoleon’s relation to the French Revolution
 
 
 
 
 
