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Europe 1900-50


The purpose of this course is to examine the important events and issues in European history from the origins of World War I to the immediate aftermath of World War II. One key focus will be on how individuals faced the demands and growing power of the state. Also of concern will be the social changes wrought by the political and military upheavals in this period. Finally, we will address major movements including communism, socialism, liberalism, conservativism and fascism--in peacetime and in wartime. Our goals are to achieve clear understandings of the ebb and flow of peace and war in the first half of our century, and the impact of this process on European culture and society.

Student grades will be based on a midterm examination (25 percent), a take home reaction paper of 3-4 pages (25 percent), and a final examination (50 percent). Class participation will be carefully considered in the event of a borderline grade. Study guides for the examinations and explanation of the question and criteria for the paper will be handed out approximately 10 days in advance.

The following books are available at SBX and other local bookstores. Required reading:

William Sheridan Allen, The Nazi Seizure of Power 
Marc Bloch, Strange Defeat 
Milovan Djilas, Conversations with Stalin 
Robert Graves, Goodbye to All That 
Von Krackow, Hour of the Women 
Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz 

Recommended reading: 

Felix Gilbert, The End of the European Era 
Anthony Weston, A Rulebook for Arguments 
Joseph M. Williams, Style 

WEEKS
TOPICS
ASSIGNMENTS

Jan 05
The coming of war
Begin Graves

Jan 12
War breaks out
Graves

Jan 19
Casualties, homefront, tensions and the revolutions in Russia
Graves

Jan 26
Peace and the liberal democracies of the 1920s
Finish Graves

Feb 02
The dictators: Mussolini and Stalin
MIDTERM EXAM FEB 02

Begin Djilas

Feb 09
The rise of the Nazis and Hitler's Germany
Allen

Feb 16
War again
Bloch

Feb 23
The Eastern Front
Finish Djilas

Mar 02
The Holocaust and the collapse of the Axis
PAPER DUE MAR 02 

Levi

Mar 09
The aftermath and the origins of the Cold War
Krackow

Mar 16
FINAL EXAMINATION


