 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1History 513.02 European Thought and Culture: The Twentieth Century

Instructor: Prof. Kern

CONTENT: This course surveys what is arguably the most dynamic period of Western cultural history. Reading and discussion will explore these revolutionary developments in art, literature, music, physics, and psychiatry. These changes include modernist art (Picasso, Kandinsky), modernist literature (Conrad, Mann, Joyce, Proust), the impact of technology on time and space (Kern), relativity and quantum theory (Einstein, Bohr), atonal music (Schoenberg), psychoanalysis (Freud), existential philosophy (Nietzsche, Sartre), and feminism (Woolf, De Beauvoir).

ASSIGNMENTS: Class discussions will involve close readings of the texts, and for that reason students should buy the same assigned edition so they will be able to follow these discussions. Students will write three papers (6-7 pages) on assigned topics based on the readings and class discussions.

READINGS:

Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness ISBN: 0486264645

Thomas Mann, Death in Venice ISBN: 0486287149 

Stephen Kern, The Culture of Time and Space: 1880-1918, Second Edition, with a new preface ISBN: 067402169X
Sigmund Freud, Introductory Lectures on Psychoanalysis ISBN: 0871401185
Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own ISBN: 0156787334

Robert Denoon Cumming ed., The Philosophy of Jean-Paul Sartre ISBN: 0394718089
Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex (selections on Electronic Reserve)
Diana Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual ISBN: 0312406843

PREREQUISITES: none.
WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE
March 28 Modernism in Philosophy: Friedrich Nietzsche, Henri Bergson


30 Modernism in Literature.

April      1 Assault on the Grand Narrative of the Progress of Western Civilization–1.                Discuss Heart of Darkness

   4 Modernism in Art (slide lecture).

   6 Assault on the Grand Narrative of the Progress of Western Civilization–2.


       Discuss Death in Venice

   8 Modernism in Physics: Quantum Theory

11 Modernist Classics: Marcel Proust and James Joyce. Recommended reading, selections from Ulysses and Remembrance of Things Past on Electronic Reserve


13 Discuss The Culture of Time and Space, (skip new preface), pp. 1-88.


15 Discuss The Culture of Time and Space, pp. 109-210.

18 Modernism and World War I: Discuss The Culture of Time and  Space, pp. 259-320.

20 Writing Workshop. Discuss Diana Hacker, Pocket Style Manual, Part I on                “Clarity” and Part II on “Grammar.”

22 Writing Workshop Continued. Discuss Pocket Style Manual, Part III on                    “Punctuation.”


 25  FIRST PAPER DUE. Lecture on Freud: Dreams

 27 Dreams. Read Introductory Lectures, Chs. 7, 11 and page 172 on                          displacement and pages 272-82 on wish fulfillment in the dream “3 tickets             for 1 florin 50.”


 29 Freud: Symptoms. Read Introductory Lectures, Chs. 16, 17, 18.

May
  2 Freud: Developmental Psychology. Read Introductory Lectures, Chs. 20-21.


  4 Freud: Therapy, Theory of History, Historical Influence. Read Introductory                           Lectures, Chs. 27, 28.


  6 Virginia Woolf’s Modernist Novels and Feminism


  9 Discuss A Room of One’s Own
           11 Courtship Imagery. The Gaze in Nineteenth-Century Art (slide lecture).

           13 Review discussion for second paper.

16 SECOND PAPER DUE. Lecture. Into the Master’s House: The Existential     

       Critique of Psychoanalysis. Recommended reading, Eugene Minkowski, "Findings in a Case of Schizophrenic Depression" in Rollo May ed., Existence. pp. 127-138, in Electronic Reserve 


18  The Culture of Time and Space, New Preface, pages ix-xxxi.


20 Sartre. The Encounter with Nothingness. Discuss Cumming, pages 110-136. 

23 Sartre. Self-Negation, Play Acting. Discuss Cumming, pages 137-140, 146-156.


25 Sartre.  The Encounter with the Other. Discuss Cumming, pages 185-208.


27 Existentialism and Feminism: Sartre and De Beauvoir.

30 Discuss The Second Sex, pages xix-xxiv, xxxv-xxxvi, and Chapters 2 and 3             (Electronic Reserve).

June
  1 Discuss the Second Sex, Chapter 25 (Electronic Reserve).


   3 Review discussion for final paper


   9 FINAL PAPER DUE IN LIEU OF FINAL by 3:00 PM in dulles 242.
