History 514.01                                       Call number: 11022-6

 
Tudor and Stuart Britain – 1500-1700
 
Autumn 2005, room:     MQ 160                                   Tuesday and Thursday, 11.00-12.48                                        
Instructor: David Cressy 
Office: Dulles 259   Phone: 292-5596         Email: cressy.3@osu.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 9.45-10.45am; Thursday, 2-3 pm.

Grader: Jamie Sassone,  email: sassone.1@osu.edu
 
A critical exploration of the social, cultural, religious, economic and political history of England and the British Isles under the Tudors and Stuarts, 1485-1714: the age of Henry VIII and Ann Boleyn, Elizabeth I and William Shakespeare, John Milton and Oliver Cromwell. The course will examine the crises of the Renaissance, Reformation and Revolution; crown and people, order and disorder, status and gender, plague and war, witchcraft and religion, reading and writing, popular culture, and England’s relations with the wider world.
 
Required Readings: 
 
Robert Bucholz and Newton Key, Early Modern England 1485-1714
(Blackwell, 2004: ISBN 0-631-21393-7)
 
David Cressy and Lori Anne Ferrell, Religion and Society in Early Modern England: A Sourcebook. Second Edition. Revised and Expanded
(Routledge, 2005: ISBN 0-415-34444-1) 
 
Mark Kishlansky, A Monarchy Transformed: Britain 1603-1714 
(Penguin, 1997: ISBN 01 401 48272) 
 
Assignments: 
All students are required to attend lectures, complete reading on time before class, and participate in discussion (10% of grade). You will also be writing a short review of a scholarly book (15%), a midterm (20%) and a final exam (25%), and a research paper using primary sources (30%). No make-up exams or paper extensions will be given except in cases of documented emergency. 
 
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
Schedule:
 
 
 
Sept. 22
Introduction. History and historiography. Geography and landscape. Then and now. People and places. Realms and resources of the British Isles. 
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, intro
 
Sept. 27
Society, politics and culture in Renaissance England. Monarchs and magnates. Kingship and clientage. Solvency, authority, majesty, and power. Henry VII and the Tudor crown.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch.1
 
Sept. 29
Christendom, Catholicism, and the old religion. 
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 1
Cressy/ Ferrell, Religion, docs. no. 1, 10
 
Oct. 4
The England of Henry VIII. Dynastic politics and “the king’s great matter”.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 2
 
Oct. 6
Reformations in the age of Henry VIII and his children. The politics of religion. Protestants, Catholics, and rebels.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern¸ ch. 2, 3 
Cressy/ Ferrell, Religion, docs. no. 2-6, 9
 
Oct. 11
The mid-Tudor crisis. Edward, Mary, and Elizabeth. 
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 3, 4
Cressy/ Ferrell, Religion, docs. no. 6, 7, 8
 
Oct. 13
Diplomacy, treason and war. The Spanish Armada. Gloriana. Ireland and America
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern​, ch. 4, 5
 
Oct. 18
Elizabeth I and the Church of England. Conservatives and radicals. Puritans and parliaments.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 4, 5
Cressy/ Ferrell, Religion, docs. no.11-43
 
Oct. 20  Mid Term Exam
 
Oct. 25
Natural and supernatural challenges. Monsters and witches, plagues and vagabonds.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 6
 
Oct. 27
Popular culture in early modern England
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 6
Cressy/ Ferrell, Religion, docs. no.24,25
 
Nov. 1 
Court and country in Jacobean Britain. The Gunpowder Plot and its consequences.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 7
Kishlansky,  Monarchy Transformed, prologue and chs. 1, 2, 3
Cressy/ Ferrell, Religion, docs. no. 35-43
 
Nov. 3
The politics and personality of kingship in the reign of Charles I. 
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 7
Kishlansky,  Monarchy Transformed, chs. 4, 5
 
Nov. 8
Cultural conflict.  Ceremonialism versus Puritanism. Maypoles and sports. 
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern ch. 7
Kishlansky,  Monarchy Transformed, chs. 5, 6
Cressy/ Ferrell, Religion, docs. no. 44-52
 
Nov. 10
England, Scotland and Ireland. The downfall of the Caroline regime. Revolutionary Britain. Civil wars.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern¸ch. 8
Kishlansky,  Monarchy Transformed, chs. 6, 7
Cressy/ Ferrell, Religion, docs. no. 53-59
 
Nov. 15
Revolutions within the Revolution. Regicide, and “the world turned upside down”
Brownists, Adamites, Levellers, Diggers, Ranters and Quakers.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 8
Kishlansky,  Monarchy Transformed, chs. 7, 8
Cressy/ Ferrell, Religion, docs. no. 60-68
 
Nov. 17
Restoration culture and the age of Charles II. Plague, fire, and the political geography of Stuart London.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 9
Kishlansky,  Monarchy Transformed, ch. 9
 
Nov. 22
Restoration crisis, exclusion, popish plots and a Catholic succession.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 9
Kishlansky,  Monarchy Transformed, ch.  10
 
Thanksgiving break 
 
Nov. 29
James II, William and Mary, and the Declaration of Rights. “Glorious Revolution”
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, ch. 10
Kishlansky,  Monarchy Transformed,  chs. 11, 12
 
Dec. 1
The British world, 1700. Oceans and empires.
Bucholz/Key¸Early Modern, conclusion
Kishlansky,  Monarchy Transformed, chs. 12, 13, epilogue
 
             Final exam.
 
 
 
Assignment I (due October 13)
Write a review of a scholarly book published with the past fifteen years on any aspect of Tudor, Stuart or “early modern” Britain. Books on the course bibliography may be especially suitable. Your review should be approximately 1000 words, or two pages typed double spaces. Your should include the full citation of book (author, title, date and place of publication, numbers of pages), a summary of its argument or position, an account of its sources and evidence, discussion of its style, and an assessment of its contribution to understanding of the period.
 
Assignment II (due December 1)
Write an original essay, approximately 8 to 12 pages typed double spaced, on the state of England, or the condition of the British Isles, in any ONE YEAR between 1520 and 1700. (Imagine, perhaps, that you are preparing a briefing book for a foreign ambassador, or reporting on a year in residence.) Your essay should include an account of the people and structures of government; social, cultural, economic and demographic conditions; religion; the most significant events of the year; and an assessment of the kingdom’s strengths and weaknesses, opportunities and threats. (For example, who was on the throne, and how secure were they? How well was the government served by the nobility and gentry? What were England’s relations with its European neighbors, and with the wider world? Were there controversies about religion? Was parliament sitting this year, and if so, what did it do? What books were published?) Sources may include Letters and Papers of Henry VIII; Calendars of State Papers, Domestic; Statutes of the Realm; Early English Books on Line; diaries and letters.
 
