 
 
History 515                                                                  Prof. Alice L. Conklin               
TR 10:30-12:18                                                           conklin.44@osu.edu
BI   0668                                                                     Office Hours: Thurs. 1:00-3:00 
                                                                                    
 
 
 
France:  The Modern Experience, 1870 to the Present

 
 
            This course will concentrate on analyzing the history of modern France from the advent of the Third Republic to the present Fifth Republic. We will examine this period from as many viewpoints as possible in order to gain an understanding of the major political, social, cultural and economic developments during the past century. Topics to be explored will include the founding of the Third Republic, the rise of socialism and nationalism, feminism and modernism, the two World Wars, imperialism and decolonization, and the place of French culture in the world. The course will include primary and secondary sources and a number of films.
 
            The class will meet twice a week, and each class will be a combination of lectures and discussion. All classes, reading assignments, quizzes, papers and exams are required. FAILURE TO TURN IN AN ASSIGNMENT ON TIME WILL BE PENALIZED. Your grade will depend on regular attendance at lectures and participation in the weekly discussions (15%), as well as completion of the following: five in-class quizzes, one mid-term exam (25% each), a short paper (8-10 pp.) (25%) and a final exam (30%). Students will be expected to have completed each week's reading assignment before class meets.  The recommended readings are optional. 
 
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
            The following books are at the University bookstore:
 
Michael Burns, France and the Dreyfus Affair
Guillaumin, Emile, The Life of a Simple Man
R. Linhart, The Assembly Line
Alice Kaplan, The Collaborator
Guy de Maupassant, Bel Ami
Vercors, Silence of the Sea
Jeremy Popkin, A History of Modern France
 
            All the above are on reserve in the library. In addition, there will be required reading assignments on electronic reserve or handed out.  They are indicated in the syllabus by an (R) or (HO).  
 
Syllabus

 
Mar.  29  France in the Nineteenth Century
 
Mar.  31  The Paris Commune
                READ:  Guillaumin, Life of a Simple Man, pp. 1- 78
                Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chap. 17
 
 
April 5   The Early Third Republic
               READ:  Guillaumin, Life of a Simple Man (finish)
                
April 7    A Republican Empire?  
               READ: Alice L. Conklin, “Colonialism and Human Rights” (R)
                           Linda Clark, “Prescribing values and Behavior” (R)
               Recommended:   Popkin, A History of Modern France, chap.  18    
                   
 
April 12  New Forces on the Left
               READ:  Maupassant, Bel Ami (part I, pp. 1-147)
 
April 14  New Forces on the Right
               READ:  Maupassant, Bel Ami (finish)
               Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chaps. 19 and 20                  
 
 
April 19  The Dreyfus Affair and the Belle Epoque        
                READ:  Michael Burns, France and the Dreyfus Affair
 
April 21  The Road to War
                Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chap. 21
 
 
April 26  World War I
                READ:  Barbusse, Under Fire (HO)
                             Len Smith et al., France and the Great War, 1914-1918, chap. 3 (R)
                Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chaps. 22 and 23
 
April 28  Mid-term
 
 
May 3  The Roaring Twenties
             READ:  Hergé, Tintin in America (HO)
             Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chap. 24
 
               
 May 5   The Divided Thirties
              READ:  Alice Kaplan, The Collaborator, pp. 1-27
              Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chaps. 25 and 26
 
 
May 10  Collaboration
              READ: Alice Kaplan, The Collaborator, pp. 27-188.            
              Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chap. 27         
 
May 12  Resistance and “The Sorrow and the Pity”
               READ: Henri Rousso, The Vichy Syndrome, chap. 3 (R)
               
 
May  17  “The Sorrow and the Pity”
                READ:  Vercors, Silence of the Sea
                Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chap. 28                    
 
May 19  The Fourth Republic
              READ:  Benjamin Stora, Algeria, a Short History, chap. 1 (R)
                            Albert Camus, “The Guest” (R)
              Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chap. 29
 
 
May 24  The Gaullist Decade
              Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chaps. 30         
 
May 26  Postwar social changes and 1968
               READ:   Claire Duchen, “Where were the Women?”(R)
                             Marc Rohan, Paris ’68, pp. 12-49 (R)
                             Posters from 1968 (HO)
               Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chap. 31 and 32
             
 
May 31  France after De Gaulle
              READ:  Linhart, The Assembly Line  
              Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chaps. 33
 
June 2   Postcolonial cultures
             Recommended:  Popkin, A History of Modern France, chap. 29 
             Evaluations
