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	History 517
Modern Greece


Course Description: A history of Modern Greece, from the fall of Constantinople (1453) to the present, with an emphasis on social, cultural, and political developments. The course focuses on the question: "who is Greek and what does it mean to be Greek?" and it explores this through a variety of issues and historical periods. The course will provide a chronological framework of events and it will utilize music, literature, and folklore, along with traditional historical sources, to gain a better understanding of the modern Greek dilemma and identity. The emphasis of the course will be on the most recent period, but a detailed study of earlier periods will be necessary to place the present in its proper historical context.

Student Responsibilities: Students will be expected to attend all scheduled classes and to read all assignments (including handouts) on time. In addition to these common requirements, the course will encourage each student to investigate aspects of modern Greek history that interest him/her. These will include a book report and a class project.

Required Texts:
Richard Clogg, A Short History of Modern Greece. 
Nicholas Gage, Eleni. 
Nikos Kazantzakis, Freedom or Death. 
Readings in Modern Greek History. 

Class Schedule and Reading
September 22: THE BYZANTINE HERITAGE
Clogg, Ch. 1

September 26: TOURKOKRATIA
Clogg, Ch. 2
Kazantzakis, Freedom or Death

October 3: REVOLUTION
Clogg, Ch. 3
Readings I

October 10: THE NEW NATION
Clogg, Ch. 4

October 17: WORLD WAR I AND THE KATASTROPHE
Clogg, Ch. 5
Readings II

October 24: DICTATORSHIP AND WAR
Clogg, Ch. 6
Readings III

October 31: CIVIL WAR
Readings IV-V
Gage, Eleni

November 7: THE JUNTA
Clogg, Ch. 7
Readings VI

November 14: RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY
Clogg, Ch. 8

November 21: PROSPECTS AND RETROSPECT
Readings VII-IX

November 28: PROSPECTS AND RETROSPECT II

Book Report: A brief (500-750 word) report on Eleni by Nicholas Gage. The report should state the central thesis of the book and critically evaluate how well the book reflects the historical reality of Greece during the Civil War. The report is due November 14.

Class Project: All students must prepare a class project of their own choosing and delineation. All projects must be discussed with the instructor and they must be approved by November 1. The project may be on any topic of your choice, as long as it deals with the history of modern Greece. One topic which is especially encouraged is the study of a Greek community, either in Greece or in America, or the study of one person or family, either in Greece or America. Projects in "oral history" are especially welcome. A project along these lines may be particularly appropriate for students of Greek descent, but it may be attractive to anyone. All students will make a brief oral presentation of their project and they will prepare a brief written summary of the results of the project (2-4 pages). This written summary is due on December 1. Grades for the project will be determined by the amount of effort put into it and how well it is presented.

Grading: The following represents how the final grade for the course will be determined:


Mid-Term Examination 25%
Book Report on Eleni 10%
Class Project 25%
Final Examination 30%
Class Participation 10%


