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	History 525
Topics in Women's History:
Women in European History, 1900-1945

This course is designed as a survey of European women's history in the first half of the twentieth century. We will focus on a number of selected topics, including the changing meanings and understandings of gender; the changing meanings and significance of family, motherhood and marriage; demographic changes and shifts in female employment; women's involvement in political movements and women's relationship to the state; expressions and regulations of female sexuality; and women and popular culture. Reflecting the current scholarship, emphasis will be on France, Germany and Great Britain, but studies of other countries will also be included, and cross-cultural comparisons will be encouraged.

Course objectives
The students will gain familiarity with central aspects of the history of European women in the first half of the twentieth century. 
The student will become familiar with different approaches to the study of women's history. 
The student will gain an understanding of the role of women and gender in large-scale historical developments. 

Course requirements
The most important requirement for this class is your active and constant participation throughout the quarter. You will be asked to read a number of articles and/or sections of books for each class period. (Please note that the reading schedule is listed below. It will not be announced in class.) I expect you to come to class with these readings completed, prepared to ask questions and participate in a discussion.

In addition to this, you will be asked to complete a number of in-class writing assignments based on the readings and on the lectures and discussions. You will also be asked to turn in two short written assignments (4-5 typed pages) in the course of the quarter. This written work replaces a mid-term exam. (I will give you further information about the topics of these written assignments in class.)

Finally, you will be asked to complete the course with a written, in-class final exam.

Extra-credit work
In connection with this course, I recommend that you watch one or more relevant films. The titles of the films that I recommend are listed on the syllabus, but they will not be shown in class. Instead you may check out copies of the films from the public library or from a commercial video rental store, and view them outside of class.

To obtain extra credit, you will be required to turn in a one page paper, in which you discuss the relevance of the film to the material covered in class. Papers will be due in class on the Monday following the date listed on the syllabus. Each extra credit assignment you complete will be counted as two points towards your class participation grade.

Required reading
The following book, available on reserve at the main library and through the SBX bookstore, is required reading for the course:

Mary Felstiner: To Paint Her Life: Charlotte Salomon in the Nazi Era (1994)
In addition, you will be asked to read a number of book chapters and xeroxed articles, all of which will be available to you through library reserve. You may also purchase a copy of the readings from Cop-Ez Copies, 60 Bricker Hall. Ask for the course packet for History 525.

If you wish to supplement the readings with a text that provides a general overview of European women's history, I recommend that you purchase a copy of Bonnie Smith: Changing Lives: Women in European History Since 1700. This textbook is also available through SBX.

Grading
Your grade will be based on your attendance, participation and written work.

Come to class. Listen, discuss, ask questions, contribute your ideas. It's part of learning and part of your grade. I do not take attendance, but noticeable absences will lower your grade.

The following percentages represent the relative weight that will be given to each component of the course. These are guidelines, not hard and fast rules. I reward progress and effort. Please feel free to discuss your general standing with me at any time during the quarter.


Class participation: 25%
In-class writing assignments: 10%
Paper #1: 20%
Paper #2: 20%
Final exam: 25%

Weekly Readings and Assignments
Week 1: Introduction to 20th-Century European Women's History

Day 1 -- Introduction

Day 2 -- Legacies of the 19th Century

Week 2: Breaking the Mold in the Pre-War Era

Day 1 -- The New Life of the New Woman

Excerpt from Aletta Jacobs: Memoirs ("Childhood Years") (1924)
Excerpt from Margaret Haig (Viscountess Rhondda): This Was My World(1933)
Excerpt from Marie Curie: Autobiographical Notes(1923)

Day 2 -- Women's Health and the Struggles for Birth Control

Excerpts from Margaret Davies (ed.): Maternity: Letters from Working Women (1915)
Excerpt from Aletta Jacobs: Memoirs ("Planned Motherhood") (1924)

*****Extra-credit film option: The Slingshot

Week 3: Feminism and Women's Suffrage

Day 1 -- Women's Reform Movements and Feminism

Karen Offen: "Defining Feminism: A Comparative Approach"

Day 2 -- The Suffrage Campaigns

Excerpt from Emmeline Pankhurst: MY Own Story (1914)
Frances Power Cobby: "An English Feminist Defends the Cause of the Female Franchise" (1884)
Excerpt from article by Millicent Garrett Fawcett on female suffrage (1883)
Mrs. Humphrey Ward: "An Appeal Against Female Suffrage" (1889)
Lord Curzon on the militant suffragists (1914)

Extra-credit film option: Shoulder to Shoulder "Episode 5: Outrage"

Week 4: World War I and Its Consequences

Day 1 -- Women and World War I

Mrs. C.S. Peel: "Our Rapidly Changing Lives" (1929)

Day 2 -- Gender Antagonism in the Postwar Years

Gail Graybon and Penny Summerfield: "Demobilization 1918-1920"

****Writing assignment # 1 due in class

Week 5: The Emergence of the Modern Woman

Day 1 -- Fashion, Femininity and the Modern Body

Mary Louise Roberts: "Samson and Delilah Revisited: The Politics of Women's Fashion in 1920s France"

Day 2 -- Stepping Out: Young Women in Public

Mary P. Ryan: "The Projection of a New Womanhood: The Movie Moderns in the 1920s"
Dorothy Parker: "The Standard of Living" (1932)

Week 6: The Modernization of Marriage

Day 1 -- Companionate Marriage and the Modern Housewife

Kari Melby: "The Housewife Ideology in Norway between the Two World Wars"

Day 2 -- The Pursuit of Married Love

Excerpt from Marie Stopes: Married Love (1918)
Ellen Holzman: "The Pursuit of Married Love: Women's Attitudes Towards Sexuality and Marriage in Great Britain, 1918-1939 "

*****Writing assignment # 2 due in class.

Week 7: Alternative Lifestyles in the 1920s

Day 1 -- Feminists and Single Women

Sheila Jeffreys: "The Invention of the Frigid Woman"

Day 2 -- The (Sexual) Avant-garde in the 1920s

Excerpt from Vita Sackville-West: Journals (1920)
Excerpt from Radclyffe Hall: The Well of Loneliness (1928)

*****Extra-credit film option: Portrait of a Marriage

Week 8: Fascism and World War II

Day 1 -- Women and Fascism

Claudia Koonz: "Nazi Women and their 'Freedom Movement'"

Day 2 -- Racism and Anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany

Frau Mathilde Mundt: "The History Lesson"
Frau Anna Rigl: "On Megalomaniacs and Little People"
Frau Martha Brixius: "The Ambivalence of Avoidance"

*****Extra-credit film option: The Wonderful, Horrible Life of Leni Riefenstahl

Week 9: Women in the Resistance and the Holocaust

Day 1 -- Women in the Resistance

Vera Laska: "The French Connection"
Ariel Baumiger: "The Avenue of the Righteous Gentiles"
Marie-Madeleine Fourcade: "The Woman in Charge of Noah's Ark"

*****Extra-credit film option: The Last Metro

Day 2 -- Women and The Holocaust

Mary Felstiner: To Paint Her Life: Charlotte Salomon in the Nazi Era (1994)

*****Extra-credit film option: Anne Frank Remembered

Week 10: World War II and Beyond

Day 1 -- Women and the Legacies of World War II

Day 2 -- Conclusions


