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History of the Family


Goals
In this course students will participate in an introduction to the rapidly growing and vital field of history of the family. We will be adopting a comparative approach in covering such topics as: the preindustrial family, the changes wrought by industrialization and urbanization, class differences, the impact of cultural differences and colonization of those changes, changes in childrearing and contraception practices and in conceptions about the family, changes in women's roles, the history of children, and adaptations by families to the 'postindustrial' world. An important exercise is a term paper in which you analyze your own family's history.

Course requirements
To do well in this class students need to attend, participate in class discussion, do the readings by the date listed on the syllabus, and produce a well-researched and analyzed term paper. Grades will be based as follows:

Mid-term and final examinations 40% (20% each) 
Term paper and presentation 40% (30% & 10%) 
Class participation 20% 
Total 100% 

The term paper will consist of a history of three generations of your family (or another if that is impossible) based on interviews with three members (at least) of the family. It will focus on three areas of your choice (out of a list that will be distributed later), and should analyze change over three generations in the context of more general changes in American (or another) society. You will hand in a paragraph or two about what you will do using which sources, no later than October 25. More specific guidelines will be distributed later. At the end of the term you will do a 5 minute presentation of your results to the class so that we can compare and contrast the shaping of our own history (your presentation date will be assigned later). The paper should be 18 to 20 pages, typewritten double-spaced, 1 inch margins. Graduate students are expected to do a brief literature review at the beginning of the paper which locates your findings as compared to those of others studying the same type of family--is yours typical or unusual in some ways?

Required Books
All are available at SBX and on reserve.

Texts:
Mintz/Kellogg, Tilly/Scott, Women, Work and the Family Queen, Habenstein, Quadagno (in reader, called, Q,H,Q here)
Domestic Revolutions, A Social History of American Family Life
Others: Pruitt, Stack 
Daughter of Han All Our Kin Reader includes all assigned readings on syllabus not in books, available in class.

Class Schedule
22 Sept
Introduction/Organization
Defining the family and its history

27 Sept
What is Family History? Rapp et al., Examining
How to assess changes in social Family History, Feminist structure Studies 5, (Spring, 1979): 174-200.
Stone, Family History in the 1980s, "JI. of Interdisciplinary History 12 (1981): 51-87.

29 Sept
Theories, Archaic Families Q,H,Q, Chs. 1, 7-9 (pp. 1-14, 107-148).

4 Oct
The preindustrial family: Q,H,Q, Chs. 10-11 Cap. 149-191)

Women and work in Europe, Tilly and Scott, pp. 1-60.

6 Oct
The preindustrial family: Coontz, Ch. 2 of The Social Native Americans
The Native American Tradition (pp. 41-72).
Q,H,Q, Ch. 3 (pp. 3-52).
+ Hand in 1-2 page handwritten/double-spaced short essay answering the questions: "What do you think was the most important characteristic differentiating Native American families from European culture? Why? What impact did it have on contact between the cultures?"

11 Oct
The preindustrial family: colonial North America

13 Oct
The preindustrial family: China
Daughter of Han, entire.
+Hand in 1-2 page double-spaced typed short essay answering the question, "What do you think was the most important change across three gnerations in Chinese families shown in Ning Lao T'ai-ttai's experience? What caused it and why do you think it was most important?"

18 Oct
Class differences and the changing position of women in the West: Europe in the l9c.
Mintz/Kellogg, Chs. 1-2 (pp. l41)
Q,H,Q, Ch. 19 (pp. 360-378 only)

20 Oct
The Impact of Industrialization: the U.S. in the 19c.

25 Oct
Race, class and the changing position of women in the West: U.S.
*HAND IN PAPER PROSPECTUS

27 Oct
Internal colonialism/ethnic and cultural differences

1 Nov
Structural change in contemporary Europe
Tilly/Scott, pp. 63-145.
Mintz/Kellogg, Chs. 3,5 (pp. 43-65, 83-105).
Mintz/Kellogg, Ch. 4 (pp. 67-80).
Q,H,Q, Ch.16 (pp. 276-298).
Mkangi excerpt in reader Q,H,Q, Chs. 13-14 (pp. 218-261)
Hiner/Hawes, Growing up in America, pp. 193-218.
Tilly/Scott, pp. 149-225.

3 Nov MID-TERM EXAMINATION (includes material through 27 Oct)

8 Nov
The U.S. in the 20c: Companionism?
Mintz/Kellogg, Chs. 6-7: (pp. 107-149).

10 Nov
The U.S. in the 20c: World War II and the 1950s
Mintz/Kellogg, Chs. 8-9 (pp. 151-201).

15 Nov Urban/ethnic/class differences in the 20c. U.S.
Q,H,Q, Ch. 17 (pp. 299-331).
All Our Kin, entire.
+ Hand in 1-2 page handwritten/double-spaced typed short essay answering the questions about Stack, "What is primarily responsible for the conditions described in All Our Kin and how did families accommodate to them?

17 Nov Into the future

22, 29 Nov. Shaping our own history;

l Dec presentation of papers.
Mintz/Kellogg, Chs. 10-11 (pp. 203-243).

5 Dec 9:30 - 11:18 a.m. FINAL EXAMINATION


