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	History 530.03
Jews in the Western World in Modern Times


The course explores topics in Western Jewish history from the period of the Enlightenment to the present, primarily from a cultural-historical perspective. The place of Jews within the general framework of European and American history will be stressed. Areas to be examined may include: Emancipation and the impact of enlightenment on the Jews; religious and political adjustments; anti-Semitism and racism; social conditions, especially in Eastern Europe; Yiddish/Ashkenazi culture; the rise of secular mythologies such as Marxian socialism, Jewish socialist-nationalism (the Bund), and Zionism; situations and responses of women; fin-de-siecle crises, such as the Panama scandal and Dreyfus affair in France and Pan-Germanism in Austria; World War I and the consequences of the peace; the formation of modern Israel; the rise of National Socialism and the Holocaust; post-Holocaust European Jewry; myths and realities of American Jewry. 

In addition to an overview of particular episodes, we will examine selected events and historiographic issues. The focus is on popular mythologies that have had a part in the construction of modern Jewish identities. Creative expressions of the Jewish experience as manifestations of popular culture will be used extensively. One of the objectives of the course is to determine the extent to which sources such as novels and films are valuable to the historian. 

Classes will consist of lectures, discussions, and presentations of students' papers. Material for discussion will not always coincide with lecture topics. Students are expected to attend every class session and discuss the readings; participation and attendance will account for at least 10% of the grade. 

Graduate students, depending on individual initiative, may follow a program which entails writing a seminar paper. This will be approximately 15-20 pages, submitted early enough in the quarter so that it can be read in advance and discussed by the group. This will be based on either original research or analysis of a historiographic issue. After the presentation, the paper may be rewritten and turned in during final exam week. 

For everyone, there will be an in-class exam (around the sixth week of the quarter) and one paper based on the readings, due October 21. 

For undergraduates (or graduates who so choose) there is a second paper, of 10-12 pages based on the readings due November 30, and a final based on the required readings and lectures. 

Plagiarism, which comprises the unattributed use of the ideas or words of an author, or copying another student's work, will not be tolerated. More detailed descriptions of the assignments will be presented in the course of the semester. 

The required readings include: 

Michelle Herman, Missing 
I.J. Singer, The Brothers Ashkenazi 
Primo Levi, Survival at Auschwitz 
Arthur Hertzberg, The Jews in America: Four Centuries of an Uneasy Encounter 
Paul Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, eds., The Jew in the Modern World 
Laurence Silberstein, ed. New Perspectives on Israeli History 
[the books are all in and available at SBX and possibly elsewhere] 

Tentative schedule: 

· Wednesday, September 23. The Immigrant Generation: How Jews Differed. reading: Hertzberg, pp. 7-195. 

· *Monday, September 28--NO CLASS [Rosh Hashana holiday] 

· Wednesday, September 30. The Jews Who Made the Movies and the Culture of Consumption. reading: Hertzberg, pp. 196-315; Herman [all]. 

· Monday, October 5. Background to Immigration: Life and Labor in the Pale of Settlement. Visit with Professor Michelle Herman. reading: Hertzberg, pp. 316-388; Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 3-16, 27-50. 

· *Wednesday, October 7--NO CLASS [Yom Kippur holiday]. 

· Monday, October 12. The Religious Order: Hasidism and the Yeshivot; guest lecture by Professor Neil Jacobs on Yiddish/Ashkenazi Culture. reading: Singer, pp. 3-174; Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 55-139. 

· ***Monday, October 12. Evening session. Film: "The Jazz Singer." 

· Wednesday, October 14. The "Underside" of the Enlightenment and Agitation for Emancipation in the West. reading: Singer, pp. 177-309; Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 141-181, 250-1, 258- 274, 278-292. 

· Monday, October 19. Salon Women in Germany, the Beginnings of Religious Adjustment and Anti-Semitism before World War I. reading: Singer, 313-427; Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 482-523; 182-225. 

· Wednesday, October 21. Heinrich Heine and Young Germany; Brief Overview of the Holocaust: Background to Lecture on "Ordinary Men." 


Paper due in class, 5-7 double-spaced typed pages: Considering I.J. Singer's The Brothers Ashkenazi and Michelle Herman's Missing, what type of assumptions might be made about the constraints on Jewish women in late 19th century Poland and 20th century America? What are the limitations of these novels as historical sources? How might a juxtaposition of these novels be useful for historical analysis? 

Monday, October 26--in-class exam. 

· reading: Reinharz and Mendes-Flohr, pp. 250-299. 

· ***Tuesday, October 27. Required lecture: "Ordinary Men," Professor Christopher Browning, 8: 30 PM. 

· ***Wednesday, October 28. Required lunchtime class: discussion with Christopher Browning about researching the Holocaust in Eastern Europe. reading: Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 300-353. 

· Monday, November 2. World War I, Anti-Semitism, and Socialism. reading: Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 256-8, 274-78. 

· Wednesday, November 4. The Case of France: the Panama Scandal and Dreyfus Affair. reading: Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 214-223, 225-249. 

· Monday, November 9. New World Views: Feminism and Psychoanalysis. reading: Silberstein, pp. ix-154. 

· *Wednesday, November 11--NO CLASS [Veterans Day holiday]. 

· *Monday, November 16--NO CLASS [in library for research] 

· Wednesday, November 18. Zionism between the Wars. reading: Silberstein, pp. 227-270; Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 292-299. 

· ***Thursday, November 19. Required lecture: Professor Peter Levine, on "Jews and Sport." 

· Monday, November 23. Eastern Europe Between the Wars. Film: Selections from "Shoah." reading: Levi [all]. 

· Wednesday, November 25. The War in the East and Emergence of the "Final Solution" Nazi rule in Western Europe. 
***added session: 7:30 P.M., film: "Au Revoir Les Enfants" 

· Monday, November 30. Questions of resistance. 

Paper due in class [substitute for seminar paper], 10-12 double-spaced typed pages: Using at least four chapters of Arthur Hertzberg's History of the Jews in America, at least four sections of Laurence Silberstein's New Perspectives on Israeli History, the final segment of Claude Lanzmann's "Shoah," and Primo Levi's memoir, Survival at Auschwitz, discuss the interplay of history and memory. How does memory impede history? How does it complement history? How does it distort history? How does it make history possible? How does it make history impossible? reading: Silberstein, pp. 157-224. 

· Wednesday, December 2. The Holocaust and Historical Memory and Post-Holocaust Europe. 
Final exam: Monday, December 7, 1 to 2:48 PM; seminar paper re-writ


