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Colonial Latin America


COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will examine the historical evolution of colonial Latin American societies with particular emphasis on the following topics: the major pre-Columbian civilizations; the Spanish and Portuguese invasions; the consolidation of the Spanish and Portuguese colonial states; the formation of multiracial societies; the colonial economies; imperial decline in the seventeenth century; the advent of the Enlightenment, colonial reform and popular upheavals in the 18th century; and the independence movements in the early 19th century.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

The student will examine the key historical issues in early Latin American history from the major pre-Columbian civilizations in 1492 through the consolidation of the independence movements in 1825. 
The student will study the colonial roots of contemporary problems such as economic dependency, political and social divisions, militarism, and racial and ethnic stratification. 
The student will be able to contrast the colonial experience of Latin America with other regions of the world. 
The student will receive the background necessary for other advanced courses in history and other disciplines. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
The course will be conducted on a lecture and a discussion basis. Class participation and attendance are an integral part of the course and will count 10% towards the determination of the final grade. Students must complete each reading exercise on the date that it is assigned and be prepared to discuss it. 
Each student will complete a paper of five to seven pages, which will compose 25% of the final grade. 
A midterm examination will count 30% of the final grade. The final examination will count 35% of the final grade, and it will be held in this classroom during the scheduled time of the exam week. 

REQUIRED READINGS:

Leslie Bethell, ed., The Independence of Latin America. 
Geoffrey W. Conrad and Arthur A. Demarest, Religion and Empire: The Dynamics of Inca and Aztec Expansionism. 
Alexandra Parma Cook and Noble David Cook, Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance: A Case of Transatlantic Bigamy. 
Ramon Gutierrez, When Jesus Came the Corn Mothers Went Away: Marriage. Sexuality. and Power in New Mexico. 1500-1846. 
Louisa Schell Hoberman and Susan Migden Socolow, The Countryside in Latin America. 

RECOMMENDED READING:

Mark A. Burkholder and Lyman Johnson, Colonial Latin America. 
All of the assigned (and recommended) books are available for purchase at the Student Book Exchange at 1806 North High Street.

SCHEDULE OF CLASS TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS:
I. Amerindian Civilizations

Week 1. Introduction to the course; The Maya of Mesoamerica.

The Aztecs (Mexico): Society, Government, and Culture. BJ, 3-11.

Week 2. The Andean Peoples of South America. BJ, 11-15.

Inca and Aztec Expansionism. Conrad and Demarest, entire.

II. The Colonial Order in Latin America

Week 3. Spain, the European Invasion, and its Aftermath. H&S, 3-18; BJ, 16-68.

Colonial Elites in Spanish America. H&S, 97121; BJ, 163-189.

Week 4. Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance. Cook and Cook, entire.

The Middle and Lower Classes. H&S, 147-86; BJ, 98-123; 189-232.

Week 5. The Colonial Church-State Relationship. H&S, 123-46; BJ, 70-83.

Marriage, Sexuality and Power on the Spanish North American Frontier. Gutierrez, entire. BJ, 83-96.

Week 6. Colonial Agriculture and Industry. H&S, 1996; BJ, 125-134.

Colonial Trade Patterns and Imperial Decline. BJ, 134-161.

MIDTERM EXAMINATION

III Imperial Reform, Revival, and Disintegration

Week 7. Amerindian Village Life. H&S, 187-212.

Reform, Dissatisfaction, and Revolt. H&S, 213-33; BJ, 234-243; 257-287.

Week 8. Independence in Mexico. Bethell, 1-95.

Independence in South America. Bethell, 95-154. BJ, 300-312; 324-332.

IV. Portuguese Brazil

Week 9. The Early Years of Brazil.

Colonial Society. BJ, 244-257.

PAPER DUE!

Week 10. The State and the Economy. BJ, 299-300; 312-14.

Reform and Independence. Bethell, 155-94.


