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	History 541.01
Islamic and North Africa


This course examines the history of the western Islamic lands of the Maghrib and Spain from the seventh to the early nineteenth century. The course will open with a discussion of the historiography of the Maghrib and then concentrate on the Arab conquest and the process of Islamization, the development of the Berber dynasties and states from the ninth to the sixteenth centuries, the establishment of Muslim in Spain, and the Sharifian rule in the Maghrib, and will conclude with the Ottoman rule in North Africa. The course will be comparative in its approach. It will emphasize the links between North Africa and Europe, West Africa, and the Arab Middle East as well as the political, economic, and cultural developments during this period.

Course Objectives: In addition to introducing the students to the history and historiography of an important region in the Muslim world, this course will enhance the their analytical and writing skills.

Required readings
Jamil Abun-Nasr, A History the Maghrib in the Islamic period, Cambridge, 1987 
Charles-Andre Julien, History of North Africa, New York, 1970 
Michael Le Gall and Kenneth Perkins, eds., The Maghrib in Question: Essays in History and Historiography, Austin, 1997 

Course Requirements:
Attendance and class participation 
Term paper (2,500 words) 
Two exams (midterm and final) 

Grading:
Attendance and class participation 20%
Midterm 20%
Final 30%
Term paper 30%

Schedule
Week 1: Introduction

The land and the people
The historiography of the Maghrib

Readings: Abun-Nasr. pp. Gall and Perkins, pp.-62

Week 2-3: Arab conquest and the establishment of Muslim rule in North Africa and Spain

Readings: Abun-Nasr, pp. 26-75; Julien, pp. 1-75

Week 4-5: The Maghrib under Berber Dynasties, from the 11-15th centuries.

Readings: Abun-Nasr, pp. 76-143; Julien, pp. 76-137

Midterm Exam

Week 6-8: The Sharifian Kingdoms

Readings: Abun-Nasr, pp. 206-247; Julien, pp.220-274

Week 9-10: The Maghrib under Ottoman Rule

Readings: Abun-Nasr, pp.144-205; Julien, pp.237-336

Final Exam


